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My Lord, 


O whom cou'd a Treatiſe of 3 

Wit more juſtly fly for Pro- 4 

tection, than to your Lord- 7 
ſhip, who are ſo undonbted a Maſt&;* - 

J an ſo gencrous a Patron of it? The.4 
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The Dedication. 


Muſes have long acknowledged You. 


their . Soveraign, and indeed your 
Lordſhip deſerves this Eminent Title 
much better than the Richelier's, and 
Colbert's cither of. this.or former Apes, 
ſince you have not only encouraged 


them to write by your Munificence, 
burt-by your Example, which is al- 
"ways more efficacious. Bnt tho', 
- my Lord, this were Glory - enough 


for any other Perſon but your Lord- 
ſhip, yer Wit is not the only ſhining 


__ Quality for which the World admires ; 


You: To a happy Imagination, - and 
lixzely Genius You have reconciled 


* the ſevcrity and profoundneſs of Judg- 
E ment: And for ought | know are the 


only, bur I am ſure the beſt refutation 


of what the Author, I now with all 


ſubmiſjon offer to You,- has. ady 
ced, viz. that Wit and Judgment are 


©. incompatible Talents,” that never meer* 

| | in the fame Pertion, The whole Na- 
tion, my Lord, has no leſs owned thy 
 Statciman than admired the Courtier' 
in You, .and our Ifland, of whoſe 


Go- 
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| dered? in what at” obliging manner 


The Dedication. 
Government You had a Share in out - 

Monarch's abſence , ow'd its Refibſe 
and Peace to your wile Adminittras 
tion as well as it does. its Politenets ts 
Your Vivacity and Wir. 


Tio” this, my Lord, T hope- m 
be: ſufficienr excuſe for the boldnets* 
of this Addreſs,. yer I was farther 
encouraged to make” You rhis pub- 
lic acknowledgement: when F confi- 


Your ' Lordſhip received me fome 
Years ago in Paris, where You were: 
pleaſed 'ro lay. Yhur Gommands ups ©Y 
on me to wait upon You when I © 
returned to - England. Being conſti= _ 
ous tomy felt that I had nothing 
of my own growth that was fir to 
entertain Your Lordſhip, I have pre- 
ſumed-to laywthe following Traaſla«- ? 
tion in- all humiligy at Your Feet, 
which: originally comes from a Polite 
Kingdom, where You won the ap» + 
plauſe of all that had the happineſg-- 
of kndwing You. But I am ſenſible 2 


A 3 that 4 | 
© 


us 


The Dedication: 
that I haye too much treſpaſs'd upor- 
Your Lordiſhips Modeſty and Parience, 
and therefore beg leave to ſubſcribe 
my ſelf, 
Hy Lor d, 
Tour Lordſhips 
muſt Humble, 
oſs Obedient, 


and moſt Devoted Servant; 


Hen, Barker. 
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PREFACE 


OF THE 


HE following Diſcoarſe gave mit {a 4 


TRANSLATOR. 
much pleaſure and ſatisfation in t 


F Reading, that to impreſs i®-the bet- 


| ter in my Memory, as likewiſe to 4 3 
[13 vacant es I 4d olved to iatrs ufo pr E 
when that was over, I was eaſily prevail d 
t0 make it public. The Author of it” © 
[lems all along to be a Man of Admirable © 
Senſe and Penetration, who bad toxvres'd long 
in the World and made nice Obſervations upomy; 
what he bad ſeen, His Language is pure | 
eaſie but not ſwelling or affected, the commen* 
NN defef# of moſt Writers, who have written 
\E-N about Wit, and diſgraced it by their Perfar- 
mance: He contents himſelf to expreſs bis © 

KAleaning in a familiar plain Style, without ® 
en affetted pomp and parade of Words which'* 
A-4 generally © 


er. 


PREFACE. 

generally ſpeaking ſerve not ſo much to in* 
ſtrut, as to amuſe or elſe to impoſe upon the 
Reader. Thus he talks and avgues like a Phj- 
loſopher and a Man of Buſineſs, not like a 
flaſhy Orater who rather endeavours 10 adorn 

than to explain his Argument, and is more 
ſolicitons about the harmony of his Periods aud 

the elegance of his Difion than either the 
cloſeneſs or juſtneſs of his Reaſoning. * I muſt 

own indeed that our Author's Phileſophical 
Speculations are ſometimes $00 nice, and. per- 

haps will not be found true upon a ſfrift exa« 
mination ; fer which reaſon a Learned Gentle- 

man to whom I communicated this Manuſcript 
before it was handed to the Preſs, wiou'd havg 
ferſuaded me to have omitted all that relates to 
- the Phil:ſophy :. but T conſidered that this cou'd 
©. 20t be done without a manifeſt injury to my 
©» Anthor, whom I had not honeſtly tranſlated, 
” if I had either left out or diſguiſed his Senti- 
ments. Beſides I had nit deatt fairly with 

E- the Reader, avho perhaps may approve his No- 
| tions, or if be does not, may be plad to ſee 
ag 2,/4t a Learn'd Min s Opinion is upon ſuch 
difficult Poimts. As this Age has cultivated 
Philoſeph) with more application and | ſucceſs 
than any of the, preceding ones, ſo we find it 
bas likewiſe produced a greater wariety of 
-Hypothelcs ; moſt of which made a great 
figure in the World and found abundance 0 
Ad- 
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* PREFACE. 
Admirers when they firſt appeared, but art 
now laid afide, and condemned as vain and 
2 the precarious, and few of them keep up _— 
Phj- Reputation and Credit. The famous Gallend 
ke a and Monſienr des Cartes, ( 20t to mention 
dornfl Mr. Hobbs, Dr. Willis 'and4 ſeveral of onr 
Morel ewn Countrymen) were they now" Alive wen'd 
ad have the mortification to ſee their different 
the Y Schemes either neglefted or explod:d, which in 
uſt Y their time ſeem'd to meet with univerſal appro- 
ical Y bation. IF therefore cur Authcr when he comes | 
per- i to account for the ſeveral ſorts of Wit in a Phi- 4 
exa* Y loſophical manner, has a little cocrſhot L;mſelf, 
:tle- i be has done no more than abundance of celebra- 
ript | zed Virtuoſo's before bim » And if upon (a 
avg nice a ſubjeft as the Oeconomy of the Humane 
510 Structure, the motion and effe&ts ef the Ani- 
ud | mal Spirits, and the mutual influence cf the * 
my | Body upon the Soul and the Soul upon the Body 
ted, | ( which after ſo many fruitleſs endeawoitys bas 
th- N not been yet [atisfatorily explain'd ) be bas* 
ith faln into ſome miſtakes, thcy ought to be par- | 
No- | doned in him, ſince the beft th.ngs we are able" | 
fee ro offer upon this head, amount to no more that | 
uch Þ bare Conjetures. . 
ted This is what I thonght neceſſavy to ſay in © 
eſs wy" Authors behalf, as to hisPhileſopoy, woich 
[it Þ 5s the leſt part in bim, al; the reſ# of bis 
of © Book being plain and obviens, aad carry.ng it's © 
ear | cwn Conv.tim along W.th it, As for the 
c A 5 Trenſla- 
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> PREFACE 

3 Br, I can aſſure the Reader before- 

= hand, that it is (ps wa and conformable to. 
the Original which: I always kept in my fight ;. 


Judging it a leſs defett to be not ſo very ſcru- 
pulcus about my Language which after all is 
only the exteriour Garb, than to. depart from: 
my Authvf's genuine meaning, which js the: 
Life and Spirit of every Performance, 


"8 


rom: 


FROM THE 


AUTHOR: 


TO HIS: 


FRIEND | 


7 
. 


would have me conſent to the Publiſh- 3 

ing the ſmall Manuſcript 1 left rhe *: 

other day in your hands. Have you well * 3 

| conlidered the Propoſal your made me ? and ** 
Af would you willing!y expoſe a Friend to the'>: 
Cenfure of the Publick, without pre-enga- _ ;; 
ging it in ſome manner in- his Favour ?** 
This {mall Treatiſe (the preſent $ubje@ of *: 
our Diſpute ) will ſooner bring. thoſe ter- 48 
"*") LFSLIG-74 


T Perceive by your. Letter, Sir, that you ? - 


3 
a i 
Y 


TRE 


* Character. 


p The Author's Letter 


> rible Gentlemen the Criticks upon me, than 
-  cngage the Reader in my Favour. 


My Diſcourſe is on Wit: A topping 


= Subje& I mult confeſs, and ſuch as may ex- 


cite the Curiolty of moſt Readers. It 
makes Noiſe enough in the World, and 
there are few bur, delight to hear it diſ- 
cours'd of ; but when they find how I have 
handled this Argument, they'll immediare- 
Iy cry, What does this Author mean 2 He 


* neither argueslike a Man of Breeding, nop 


a Wit, but like a-nioroſe Philoſopher. In- 
ſtead of affeCting*a delicateefine Stile, he 
uſes nothing but down right Reaſon ; in- 


ſtead of Sparkling Expreſſions, and telling 
us pretty and agreeablz Things on the Sub- 


Je& of Wir, he only ſcrioully examines. irs 
This looks like a very infipid 
Piece. This, Siris what thoſe we call Wits will 
immediately ſay, and perhaps many others. 
But what will they not ſay, when having 
read ſome part of: my Book, as the Table 
for Inſtance, they find me engag'd, and are 
convinc'd. that I dcclare openly againſt 
them 2? If at the firtt glance of this Work 
they began to. diſtruit ic, they will then ab- 
ſolutely condemn it.. 

Thoſe Gentlemen are very humourſom, 


- the Hand that touches them muſt be very 


Vzht, and paſs.extream niccly not to. make 
them 


to his Friend. 
them wince, One is always in danger of 
provoking them, who in the leaſt ventures 
ro diſcourſe freely of their pretended Qua- 
lities. Tis: the ſame wich the FYVits, as 
with ſome Women dreſt in all their Finery, 


- whocannot ſuffer the leaſt Breath of Wind, 


for fear of diſordering their Apparel. - 
What need you trouble your ſelf ? you 
will anſwer immediately. Whar does ir 
ſignifie if the YV3ts do find fault with your 
Writings, provided you pleaſe the Men of 
Senſe and Judgment ? I muſt confeſs, could 
I flatter my ſelf with that Honour, I ſhould 


not be ſo {crupulous;, nor concern'd if the. 


Men of Sznce were the ſmaller Number: 
But I fee this. Inconvenience, that if'my 


Book ſhould have the good Fortune not to- 


be diflik'd by them, it woudl however dif- 
oblige ſome, while it pleaſcd others, and I 


do not dcefire to have agy Difference with. 


the Wits. 
-Belides in a- Subje& which ought only to 

be manag'd for the Diverſion of thoſe who 

love to rcad, and who: read only to paſs 


away the "Time, 1 have taken quite another 
Merhod. 


| - 
Book. than io in{r: 


Icriptions of a !iv. 


[ have nor only retrench'd thoſe 
vain Diſcourics which ſerve more to ſwell a 3 
ict the Mind; but L 
have alſo buarh's ll the fparkling De- 3 
y in gination, which* 
pre- © 
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The Anthor's Letter, &c.- 
pre-engages the Readers, and Flarters their 
Inclinations, Will they not take it amiſs 
of me ? Conſider this Reaſon, Sir, and af- 
ter you have done ſo, do what you pleaſe. 
Let 'it moulder in your Study, or: try: its 
Fortune in the World.. If you reſolve up-- 
on the latter, I have two Things to defire of 
you. The firſt, that you will excuſe me 
for not complimenting the Courteous 
Reader at the Head of my Book, for this 
Reaſon, .that 1 have no Complement to - 


make him. The ſecond, that you do nor 


ut-my Name in the Fronteſpicce, to have 
it afterwards inſerted into the Advertiſe. - 
ments among ſtray'd Horſes and ſtolen Spas» - 
nicls in the Gazette. Adies. 
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HE real Perfe&ion in all Things 

ought only to.be eſteem'd, and 

the preference we give the one 
of | before the other, ought to proceed from 
gs || its being more excellent, afrer we have 
/e | deliberately weigh'd and compar'd them. 
ts | This Truth 1s Univerſally receiv'd, and 
2 | allow'd of when-ever propos'd; but I know 
© | not how it comes abour that we are {6 
* ſtrongly convinc'd of this Principle, and 
of | yer make 0 ill an uſe of it. 
as We neither love nor <ſteem Things | 
as they can Contribute to our Happine! 


or ſerve_our Intereſt ; and, becautc tor 
the moſt part we judge of them with pre- 
Cipitation, before -we have inquir'd into 
their Nature and Worth, it happens th..t 
1] waicall that Perfect and Excellegt,which 1s 
\ :p " B narther 
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, neither the one nor the other ; and Con: | 
= Þ.demn that as Evil which perhaps we 
» . fhould have found ro beGood, if we had 
& - more nicely confider'd ir. . 
4 We generally place Perfe&ion in a cer- 
- tain Medium, the Extreams of which are 
s known to be Vicious. 'Tis agreed 'wefl. 
*. . cannot wander from this Medium, withoutf 
. Tuning; igto Exceſs, or falling imo/fome 
Defe& ; and yet. we always \langh intof 'y 
..the Extreams, and blander from the'one to] ;; 
,the other without intermiſhon, nay, with- x 
.out touching at this Medium, tþ 
' Beit Error, or down-right Ignorance] f 
that keeps us off from this point off] 
Perfection, which makes - the value and] nm 
price of Things, 'there is nothing where: of 
1m we' are more ſubje& to deceive our 
elves than in the Judgment we make off 91 
| £* Qualities and Nature of Wir. ' Thoſef| tq 
&* Overftrain'dExpreſſions we make uſe ofwhenf| ;5 
|. we diſcourſe of it, plainly prove that we are 
& ata Nonplus when we come to judge of thef 
- PerfeCtion of a Thingwe make fovery com- 
mon, though rare and very little know, 
Thoſe lofty noiſy Terms of admirable, excel: ; 
lent, fine Wit, have a double meaning ; and 
only raiſe contus'd and falſe Ideas ; and wi 
ſhould be more confounded than we ima 
gine, were we oblig'd- to give a Þ 
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' why we find an infinite deal of Wir in © 
vel ſome, very little in others, whilſt we are 
ad moſt commonly content with our own. 3 
']Y Now fince we are to regulate our 3 
t-S eſteem of Things by the Idea of the Per- 
rey feCtion'we- diſcover in them, if this Idea 
well - be falſe, the Efteem which is buſt upon it 
th cannot bur be ill grounded. F 
net Such for inſtance may be the eſteem 2} 
oy we commonly have for thar Qualuy call'd # 
of Hit, if, notwithſtanding its being fo ; 
mn much extoll'd and courted as it is in £ 
the World, 'tis no lefs Vicious, and is as 
Cel} far remote from a Juſt um, as * 
off what we call Stupidity ; which is fo © 
nd much beneath it, and is indeed its very 
re-J oppoſite, 
oury The Queſtion is as important, as Curt- 
of]. ous ; therefore I thought my elf oblig'd 
ole} to make ſome Reflections upon that which 
nen | is call'd it, ard that we call Stupidis 
are zy, roſecit the eſteem the World has of 
theſ that, is better grounded than its ſcorn of 
M-J this ; and if there be any Reaſon {F#much 
WIL] to applaud the one, and deſpiſe the other, as 
ceFF is now the Faſhion of the World. 
and] Men's ordinary Converſation, the Books 
| Weil they compoſe, and their Aifairs in the 
nag World, are the beſt Tryals of #.r and Stu- * 
dity, We can only diſcover Men by  # 
7 I» 2 what 3g 
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4 * what they ſay, write, or do. Let us now exa- 
, .-mine wherein they beſt ſhew themſelves. 
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| HE Neceſfities of Life are not the} 1 
ſol& Reaſons of Men's Converling] p 

with one another. As they have many] 1 
ether Wants for which they cannot pro-Þ t! 
vide by themſclvzs, « they are oblig'd ro} © 
diſcover them to each other, in hopes of | b 
Aſſiſtance which -the Natural Friendſhip] n 
u 

B 


between them ſeems to promiſe ; and 


> .which, they do not refuſe each other ; 
” becauſe ic is reciprocal. "Tis not enough 


to liveg, if we don't live happy and content. ft 
So that beſides the Neceſſaries of Life, wt 
muſt likewiſe have thoſe things which 
may ſerve to make it happy. ...The Plea- 
fure of Converſation being that whict 
chiefly contributes to this Happineſs, it 
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J Parr T. in Coverſation. "0 
ſearch after ic with ſo much eagerneſs,"# 
and that we ct it off, and feaſor it with all $ 
that can make it moſt agreeable. Ler us 

eXamine As near as we can, after what man= 
ner- this is perform'd and wheretn theſe 
Agreements Coafiſt:; K, 
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We communicate our Sentimens to 0" 3 
 thers by Words and Expreſſions, which 
ſtir up in the Hearers other Notions" .* 
relating to the firſt, Theſe ſecond ** 

the Thoughts being follow'd with proper Ex- 
ng preſſions, reciprocally excite new Notiizns ? 
ny in che Mid of the firſt that ſpoke ; and. +7 
ro-}| thoſe irr an Inſtant enter into: the Mind of 
'ro}} others, to produce the fame effect. "Tis * 
; of | by this means that our Minds entertain a- $ 
hip] mong themſelyes a fort of Union very* 
and] uſeful to Society for which Men *' were” 
er ;| Born. Cc 
agh} Butas if Words and Expreſſions were not” ; 
ent. ſafficient, or as if they were bur equivocal,. 
well and Signs that gave nor full aflurance of our” ? 
ich} Mind and Heart,they are accompany'd with ” 
a Certain Air plainly ſhewing it {elf on the” 3 
Speaker's Countenance, and commg as it” : 
were, to ſtrengthen what he ſays, by the * 
Ampreſſiog it makes upon the Hearers ;: * 
1 4 whon 
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=Ewhom it perſuades ſo much the better, be- 
> cauſc it is ſtronger, and the Action more 
lively. - 

& Ifay, as if Expreſſions did not ſuffice 
For 1t 15 Certain, that tFe Air that artificial- 
E Iy ſpreads it fſclf over + our Countenance, 
F after the movement of our Heart, and' ad- 
& vances of our Mind, is a kind ot- mute 
= Language, which makes People have leſs 
” reaſon to ſuſpect our Words, becauſe ir 


= cannot fo cafily belye and diſguiſe it || | 


In, 


>. . Tis this Commerce of Thotghts- and: 
7 \ ions, which makes us ſo much delight 

in Converſation, and ſo curious in the 

Choice of thoſe Perſons whoſeNorions ſeem -}} 
to us the fineſt, whole Sentiments moſt live- {| | 
- ly, and Actions moſt agreeable, Whoſe 

E Company is more acceptable than that of s 

” thole, who,, by their Coldneſs, are incapa- 
ble of ſtirring us up as much as is neceſlary 
© $0 defend - us from that heavineſs which 
 feizcs and oppreſles us, when we are for 
- ſome time without Action. 

 . In «fc, what is more diſmal than.a- 
- Man alone abandon'd to himſclf, who. 
& thinks. of nothing, or who-. beljeves he? 
k thinks 
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thinks of nothing, becauſe he has none 
bur rambling unfixt Thoughts ; or if you 
will, who being reſolv'd to fix his Thoughts. 
upon ſome Subj«R, is ar-the ſame time ta- 
ken up with emptry:and profourd Noti- *' 
ons which only fs to diſtract and rrou- 
ble him, when perhaps 
deludes him, and makes him belreve they- 
enlighten him much above others: : 
What an Emptineſs muſt there be in the: 3 
Heart of this Man,. whos incapable of alF 
agreeable Sentiments, and of all exterior 
Impreſſion ; and who being left ro his own 


raving Fancies,- muſt of neceſlity be art laſt-- % 
diſzuſted* by too "great a Calm, - which; *- 7 


leaving him without Motion, 'leaves him 
alſo withour Pleaſure. F 

Society brings us out of this Melancho». 4 
ly State; Company revives, andConverſas *' 
tion animates us. Mer joining from all: 
parts, to do that together which they could 
not afunder, produce a thouſand . Things: 


which wholly owe their Being. but to rhe 


Diſpoſitions we reciprocally communicate? 
to each other, and which would never have-: 


appear'd, had we not rous'd them up from? 


that*Depth in which they lay as it- were- 
buried. | 
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The Heart finds notleſs advantage than 
x Mind, in diſcovering both what it is, 
nd what-it loves, its Condition. and 
achnation. br Converſation creates 

thoſe agreeable Ties which bind us | 
one to the other, and are ſo mtich the 
>  thore happy arid durable, as the Confor- 
& :- mity' of the Humour and Paſlion whence . 
&".-they-proceed, ;i5 the more intire and per- 
tc. We alſo often receive from thoſe 
we Converſe with ſuch Marks of Honour 
and Eſteem, as by our Condition, and 
much more our particular Merit , we may 
lawfully pretend to, and. which we freely 
beſtow the one on the other, cither our of || © 
Decency.or Duty. | | 
Now if we change our. Diſconrſe from 
ſerious tro more free and agreeable Mat- 
> ters; who does not know the charming 
& Pleaſures that we taft ; of which. one of 
# the moſt exquiſite if ro have been able to 
- give SatisfaCtion to others, andto have the | 
> happineſs co pleaſe ; which occaſions that 
£2 we never break off our Converſation bet- 
- ter ſatisfied, than-when we may flatter our 
& -felfes in ſome meaſure that others are ſo _ 
& Wuih us. | 
# V.. What © 
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n What I have ſaid is one Branch of the 4 
s, | Advantages Men receive trom the Wſe of” 3 
4 | Words and Converſation, Let us examine *: 
-;. | how they make uſe of theſe Advantagcs. 
15 | There are Men in the World who* * 
'@ | ſcarcely reap any Benefit by- them, becauſe. -\ 
-. | they have no- Knowledge nor Senſe of 
& | them. There are others who njake an It 
-_ | uſe of them, becaufe they are ros ſenfible., - 
ſe | We ſee ſometimes Men who are fo Cold 
and Melancholy, that one would think: 
q || chem to be without Senſe and Thought, as: 
well as without Words ; difficult ro be: 2 
5 mov'd, they neither pleaſe, nor endeavour” * 
of | 10 pleaſe ; wilt neither know, nor: be*« 
known. Company is more troublefom to* * 
them, than the moſt diſmal Solitude ; Men* 


4 without any Relith or Senſe of what w 1 F 


* | Correſpondence, agreeable Converfarion, ;.- ® 
and whom I ſhoald thjok the unhappicſ? "2 
of all Men, if in this their Unſgppineſs* 3 
they were not fo fortunate as robe infent:” 
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If ſome have no Senſe, nor Reliſh of * 
thoſe Things, there are an infinite Number 
of otfers who are too fond of them. 
What cannot the Pleaſure of - being - 
feen, reſpected *and- diftinguiſh'd, by any 
Quality whatſoever, but more particularly 
by their it in Converſation, work on the- 
Minds of fome Men ; where their Pride is 
flatter'd by.the marks of Eſteem they for 
the moſt part receive from their. Admirers. ! 
How ftrangely muſt a- great. many others. 
be affected by thoſe Pleaſures, and agreeable 
hts. and Conceptions, with which 
we ute to be ſorickled. in free and familiar - 
Converſation, where we are pleas'd with 


-. the Correſpondence of thole Wits that di-. 


vert us; whilſt che Vanity. of . thoſe Wits: 

finds its fall Satisfattion in the Careſles and- 

Applauſcs of its Hearers. : | 
Theſe are, however, the two Things. 


which contribute the moſt to deceive rus 


in the Oginion we have of the quality of: 


Wit ;. Fwould ſay. Pride and: Pleaſure. 
Pride. cheats. thoſe who pretend to. have 


Wit ; becauſe it blinds.and puffs them up : «Þ 
Pleaſure cheats thoſe who admire themz. 


becauſe iu, pre-ingages them.in favour bod 


'VarrT.-- 7 -Cou9?F! Wy 7% wa = 
the pretended Wits who give then this*? 
Plea ure. J 
In like manner, two Things very oppo=-# 
f* | fite to thoſe above mentioned, may: make-* 7 
r us very uneaſy in the Company of thoſe 4 
whom we properly onght to call-Srupid; wiz - 3 
Their Slownelſs or Timidity, which' makes-+3 
them diſtruſt themſelves ; andthe Impati- ? 
ence, or Difguſt they cauſe, which makes'* * 
chem troubleſome roqthers.- E 
To convince ones ſelf of theſe: Truths, it”? 
is very requiſite to make a ſerious RefleCti--./ 
on on three Things. The-frf; . whar wes: 
commonly underſtand: by the Word Wir, .3 
and who are the Perſons to whom we>' 
ordinarily give this Qualification. - The 7, 
ſecond, what 'is the Genius, and- what®. 3 
Diſpolitions of Body and Mind are-to - bez $ 
found in thoſe ſorts of Perſons. - Ardat 
laſtly, if it be truly the-Mind;/ or: fome® 2 
other inherent "Quality of the Sout;, as + 
for Example, the Imagination and thg-** 
Memory, which is the Cauſe of Ws ;..! 
and which deceives,- by - the ſecrer: Pride © 
it-inſpires, or by the ſenſible  Pleafure y.42 
affords. F 5 
- It will not be leſs neceſſary inthe nexts 
: 4+ placeto make theglame, or very near the+% 
4 fame Reflections on thoſe we call Stwpidj..” 
to--know-if thexe -be no more requir'd 80+. 
4 underfiandd” 
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” -underſtand them, than a ſimple Judgment 

= -On outward Appearance, or, if it be 

 requilte to- examine more nicely their 
+ Character, Ler us begin with Y77.. 


we  % 9 o 


vH. 


 Tho' wearenot very well ſatisfied what 
& we ought to call Y/ir, there are however 
- certain Characters, which fix, indome.meas 
= fure, this general Term ; and ſhow us who 
” they are, upon whom we moſt.commonly 
beſtow it, 

=. A Perfon who with a free Air,.certain 
 mecaſur'd,. but cafie Motions, begins by 
= agreeably moving thofe he meets with;, 
who in the next place produces on the 
. Subjet jn debate, ,new and. ſinguhr 
# Thoughts, which he adorns with, Expreſs 
> fons natural and lively, who has the Secret 
” to make them recciv'd, as'trivial and Cons» , 
| 4 as. they are, by picrcing and bold 
- Nrokes, which. delicately touch the Hear- 
= rs; is almott cvery. where taken fos a 
& Man of Wir. 

F © A Man of ſuch a CharaQter never fails of 
> Admirers.. He is.cſteem'd; follow:d; and | 
» applaudcd ; ard he hinz{glt diſcovers by:the 4 
|, picaling Countenance his Company, 
favaurable Ditpolitiops lic. —_— 
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ared in their Hearts. He admires biinſelf y 
for ir in private, and perſuades himſelf 3 
he is Maſter of that Noble My we 
call VYit, which clarms Diſtinction and. p 


=> » 


Honour. 
VIII. 

at 
Er Another perhaps, who not troubles him... 3 
Ar ſelf ſo muth abourtthe Choice and*Fineneſs = 
10 of his Thoughts, makes himſelf - never the .. 
ly leſs eſteem'd, by I know not what manner 

of lofty ſerious Diſcourſe, which attracts © 
n and draws Admiration. Tho' he is a great 3 
V4 Talker,. yer. ſince he talks well, varices his © 
n;, | Converſation, - and ſteals ſmoothly from > 
1e one Subje&t ro anather ; we hear him * 
ar without uneaſineſs, and follow him with- 
{G out taking notice whether he does not- lea 2 
Ji us £00 far : Always lively and quick in his © 
1» , | . Diſcourſe, his-A&ion hides the exrent of it; 
d and makcs us ſlip over his-ufclefs Digref: 
[= ons. If we nicely examine him; he is © 
a ready at Repartce; he neither heſi ates 2} 


nor confounds himfclf;; he amuſes, he 
of poſllefſes us, and has ſome Prerence to the- | 
d J Title of YY/#, if he eſcapes the Malice 2 
e &f + of grear Talker like himfclf, and: avoids * 
", } i*. repeat Things. which were once. - 
1+ -—__ dveriting'; Þ mean, If he has the 
d; Secrets 
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' Secret to ſurpriſe us always 
- Marrers. 
= A Wit of this Character, with all his 
+ Vivacity, pleaſes not fo well as the firſt. 
© The Things, he ſays, being not ſo ex- | 
 rraordinary, are not- ſo charming ; how- 
. ever they-meet with Acceptance, and have 
> their Time. The other is like an artificial | 
* Fire-work, which ar the firſt tight dazles | 
- and fſurprizes-; . but is as ſoon ſpent, and: | + 
 fſhews ir {cf only by intervals; bur it is with | 
- the larter as with thoſe Fires which are nor 

» indeed 1o ſparkling, but laſt longer. 'Tis 
* the great Variety that makes this fort of 
” Hit, as an exquiftite one, or ſuch as-is 
” thought {o, makes the other. | 


WW 


with new -* 


IX. | | 


”, There is-2 third ſort o-Mcn who take 
* lefs Carc co think, than talk well, They, 
” axe Very nice and Curious ih the choice of 
Words, and tine Terms.; but cmpry and- | + 
Void of good Senſe and ſohd Inſtructions. 
| What they ſay has nothing remarkable in 
» It; yet it pleaics,: becaule 14-is (et out-with 
” Modiſh Exprethons. 

” There is a-kind of (ingular Language, - 
+ Which is in uſc at lame certain Times, ave 
- amongſt . certain, Prople. The: Vuls 
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have their Words and manner of ſpeak- 
= the Beau- Monde has theirs. The ? 
inferiour Sort affect rhe uſe of - antiquated ; 
Words, Proverbs, and-trivial Equivocati- : 
ons, even amongſt Perſons of Quality, Pro- * 


were formerly in credit; .but the Polireneſs:. ; 
of the Age has brought chem to neater Ex- _ 
preſſions,ro a leſs vulgar Language,to more 
delicate Figures,and a leſs Aﬀe&ation of fine + 
Words. But there'is a knack in fſerting_ ? 
Things off to the beſt. Advantage, a fingu- 
lar way to pleaſe, which, tho" ftudy'd, we.- * 
indeavour to make it ſeem natural. 7 

If there are many who either know it: £ 
nat, or who neglect ir, there are others -* 
who have a wonderful Talent in makinga : 
ſeafonable uſc of it. With Words free » 
and.cafic, a Pronunciation clear and. bold,” 
and a certain Tone of *the Voice, they * 
make even Trifles well reccv'd. They -7 
pleaſe without our knowing eithgr how, 
or where; and becauſe we little diſtruſt . * 
what Dcelights,we willingly rank them a» * 
mong the Hits. This Quality they -10Joy. 
till che Mode comes to delpiſe and reje&=2 
them, when not being able to letve off: 
thoſe common and vulgar Expretlions, nor” 
accuſtom themlclves freely, and without : 
canſiraint. co a new. Language, and a” 3 


gn 17 Fart Wi 
© ther kind of Delicacy, they are look'd'up- 
- on as Men of the laſt Age. , 


R. 


There is another ſort-of Y7;ts,whoſe prin- 
--Cipal deſign is not ſo much to get Eſteem 

- as to provoke Laughter ; for a Man cannor 

# wellainy at one, without forfeiting tlie 0- 

> ther. Theſe Gentlemen ate happy in good' 

EF Words , they meet with Iacky ſeafonable J 
*. Sayings, Sport and Drolt pretrily, Rally and . 
> Jeſt with an Air which di{poſes us to Mirth. 

2 They havel know not what-ſort-of a Talent, | + 
+ ro extract from the meaneſt Subjet fome- 
E thing to amule and divert the Company: 
- with. Which it they do with a good 
6. Gracs, and happily nick the Time, rlace, ' 
and Pcrſons to. whom they are agreeable, 
= they are thcn-plcaſant Men, and at the 
F fame time facctivus. YVirs. And, if they 
» arc noty{uch cvery where and ar all times, 
” tis becauſe we are rub always diſpos'd- 
” to laugh, and that Good and- Evil in no 
| Caſe whatſocvcr Come neargr-to-O0ne an0- 
þ ther. than in-Jcliing and Rallery. 
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I ſhould never have done ſhould 1 un- 
dertake ro draw the Pi&ure of all rhoſe 
who paſs in the World for Men of Wir. 
For .as every one Judges according to his- 

. Inclinations,l muſt enumerate as many ſorts 
of them as there are different Genius's and | 
. Judgments.Beſides,l find that all Men wou'd ; 
regulate Wir,according to their own Fancy, \. : 
and likewiſe would have ir in PerfeCtion.. ' 7 
g Now. if our Modeſty will not permit us # 
» [| * ſometimes to ſuffer Men to tell-us that we 

: have Wit, tho' it pleaſes us never ſo much #® 
1 - | to becomplemented with ir ; yet we cannov 
JT diflemble our Trouble, when they reproach- 
, 
4 
” 
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and laugh ar us for want of it. There-g7 
fore I ſhall only igfiſt upon theſe four ſorts 
of CharaQers, becauſe they ſeem to have * 
ſome grougd ro challenge the Reputation _ 
of Wits; and that in Converſation they* - 
are always ſuppoſed ro have more Wit © 
than others. = 
Yet if we look narrowly into theſe” © 
Things, we ſhall find bur little ground fos” 7 
it, there being nothing in any of the four 2 
Characters I have drawn, whict can 
juſtly entitle them to+ the Name of Wits. \ 
lpche firſt we ſcengrbing bur a falſe Light, 
| a 


; 
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© x Of WIT Part I.” 
” a fallacious Glittering which ſtrikes and (ce. 
duces. Inthe ſecond, nothing but a great 
facility of Expreſſion, with a aderf It- 
berty of rcalking ſuperficially of all Things, || at 
acquired and cultivated by a long Exerciſe || h 
& and Habitude. In the third, nothing bur a rx 
- Certain Method of Converſation got by || y 
© Rote, which the Beaz Monde by their uſe | e 
* Authorizes, and to which the Mode for V 
= ſome time gives a fort of Reputation. In | a 
the fourth, we find nothing for #he moſt 
part, bur the foppery of a very poor creep- 
wg and cringing Yi, obol Capacity 
Bnever carries him beyond Trifles. In all? 
» theſe four, or others that reſemble them, - 
” Cor: we met with but too- many ) we- 
- Cannot bur diſcover. a great Emptineſs, 
© g#hich can only pleaſe or amuſe thoſe who 
” prefer what diverts, tq. what inſtrudts- 
_ You will agree with me as t Trath 
of this, provided 'tis not apply-d to ſome 
Berſons whom you may: think - theſe 
Pictures fit, and for whom, perhaps, you 
© arealready prepolleſſkid. For, if:you com- 
- pare what | have faid of them, with their 
© Adtions and Converſation, at- the ſame 
J Gwe _ their _ fo) —_—_— 
\Lrunt r of being difapprov'd, ; 
»then it will he dithicyjs for me to bring. | 
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Part IT. in Converſation. i 
yoa to be of my mind. Burt if after the 7 
firſt Impreſſion is over, you willrefle& upon 
thoſe Things which you thought ſo fine, 
and ſo ingenious, and with which you 3 
have been ſo ſenſibly pleas'd, you wilt 3 
return from your Surpriſe. when ever” - 
you ſeriouſly conſider it, with the ſame 
eaſe as you may recover from a Dream 
which vaniſhes as ſoon as you 'are welt 
awake. 

The great Point conſiſts in examining 
= Þ Things narrowly and in themſelves, be- 
y | fore we paſs our Judgments. There are 
1-*F very few Perſons who will give themſelves © 
,+ | that Leifure and Trouble ; and amongſt 3 
e | thoſe who:do, "the part are rathger - 

nr by their Inclinations, than by Rea- J 

on and Truth, and fo confound obſcure + 

Notions with clear and diſtin Know. 
| _ We ought not therefore to be afto- 

niſh'd, if People are decely'd, and if the 
Error they lieaunder as tothe Subje& of 
VV:t is ſo general. 

To make it more clear and evident, ha- 
ing made ſome Remarks on what is com- 
monly call'd #Vir, 'and who thoſe are to 
whom we ordinarily attribute that Quality, - 
let us paſs-to-the ſecond Refleftion, which”. 
4 Ifaid-we ought to make on that SubjeR,. - 
.- andier us ſce what is che Genius, or what. -* 

L h | are. * 
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+ are the- Diſpofitions of Body and Mind in 
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thoſe ſorts'of Perſons. 


XII. 


The whole World almoſt is convinc'd, 
that Man is compos'd of two: different 
Parts, viz. Soul and Body ; and I- believe . 
there are very few Men of ſenſe who ſe- 
rioully make a doubt. of this Difference, 
particularly if they have ſeen and perus'd 
| rhoſe Demonſtrations, which a very learn. ' 
k cd. Philoſopher of our Age bas laid down. 
 . Thoſe two-Subftances are-fo ſtrictly uni- 
+ ted during Life, and their Connexion is:fo'1 
great, that they communicate one to- the: 
other almoſt all that happens to them ; 
and as if they had inviolably. promis'dreach - 
other this reciprocal Communication ; 
> there is no change in- the Body that the 
| Soul is nor immediately affected with... 
 - &4 there is none in the Soul but what 
is communicated at the ſame inſtant to 
the Body. Such is, as all the World 
knows, the Order of Nature, unleſs- 
” ſome Alteration in the Body hinders 


> Notwithſtanding the. great 
" that is between, the. Soul and. the-tady, - 
- 'yet its not ſo obſcure, but. we mays file | 
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ParrT. - in Oomverſation. xx - 
cover the ſecret ghy confidering ſeparately 
the one and. the r, and in \ 
the different Springs and Wheels which *? 
are in the Body to make it at. But, be- * 
cauſe ir would be to no purpoſe ro make 
an intire Deſcription here, 1 will ſlip over * 
it in filence ; ſuppoſing that thoſe Perſons 
ro whom 1 ſpeak have ar leaſt a general 
knowledge of the Strufture of Human 
Bodics ; and that they underſtand whar T 
fay- when I ralk of Arteries, Veins, and 
thoſe Humours they conrain ; and what _® 
I mean when I talk-of the Brain, Nerves, .& 
Fibres, and Animal Spirits, and rhat they 
alſo know ſomething of thtir proper * 
_—_ in _ , Mi 2 
This being tu an ooking care- 
fully mto f- Jiverke Charatters ot Wit, of © 
which I have alreadydifcours'd, with _ -y 
110n to their Natural _ - 
' ſay, 'to the Dilſpoſhtions heir 4 
and to the.difterent Impreſſions cheMe 
of the Animal Spirits and the Blood © 
in the Mind ; "ts eakte to-perceive, Lo & 
the Beauty and Excellence of their Getfius © 
is only the pure effe&t of Chance, 
of a Certain Order of the Parts "4 
Maehine ; that all is the xeſult of an acci- 
denaal Mixcure -of different Humons a- 
mangſ themſcives, and of a nor” 


. ne 


I © 


I 22 | 
; mal Spirits, more oxgleſs fine or agita 
ted ; and very often Mom the great Al- 
”. terations which are occaſion'd in vur Bo. 
=. dies, and conſequently in our Minds, 
-—-- by the Air we breath, the Nouriſhment we 
”. reccive, the Liquors we make uſe of, <i- 
. ther for our Pleaſure or Necellity ; our Oc- 
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 - and Action, 

£ We may imagine, for example, and we 
f oe it every 22 be Fr wag that thoſe 
Wars? Wits that gain fo” much Repanration in 
dF Company by their ſparkling and new 
g-.Thoughts,* tho": falſe, and by the lively 
P :8Sentiments they excite in others, ſhould 
== have a very fine Blood, full of volatile 
Salt, from which” are: form'd the ani- 
= mal Spirits alſo very fine, and in continu- 
al motions which paſling through *the 
” Nerves, and ſmall Fibres of the Brain, 
” make an Impreſlion naturally follow'd with 
quick and lively Senſe, which never fails 


 byacounter-ſtroke the Hearers. 
= - " Conſtiturion we commonly call 


8 s, is in my g_ the moſt peo” 
& per Temper for -this ſort of Wits, The 
E - Blood boils more-in them, than in others, 


. andCirculates morenimbly. The different 
= er* 


Cupations, our Exerciſes, and in one word; 
all our different Ways and Methods of Life | 


F 


_ of animating the Speaker, and as it were 
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powerful. There-is more volatil Sak in 


breath a ſharp Air, and uſe a moderate 


\gance of their Wir. 


Wit, which prepoſſeſſes us by I know nor 
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Fermentations it draws from the Viſcera © Þ 
in circulating afe more efficatious and > 


proportion, than other Principles. And, 
if beſides this they obſerve a delicate Dier, 


Exerciſe, all thoſe Things muſt contribute 
ro the Quickneſs of their Fancy, or (to 
uſe the Expreſſion in Mode) to the Ele- 


X111. 
In like manner that other Species of 


whar ſorr of ſolid Diſcourſe, well- car- 
fied on'and Giverfify'd, by a free and cafie 
Pronounciation, and "by great and won- 
derful Volubility and Fluenenefs, which % 
ſeems to aim ar Truth, tho! it goes aftray > 
every moment, and leads the Hearers in. 

to Error. Such Wit may perhaps be t 6X 
thing but” the Effe& 'of a ſulphureous* 
inflamed Blood, whoſe particles Ss very © 
proper. to * prodgee : a great quantity of 
Animal Sper, only eakie and rea 4 Wa 
rake Hire, Hur alſo'keep it in much lc 
'd ar ade by rhe great HE 
or  Inatrer " 'of wines they are form'd 
"I "26 
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” as by their light quality and aptneſs tg 
take fire | 


e fire. 
The Pipes of the Nerves and Brain in 

- Choſe Men are cafily penetrated ; their Fi- 
bres are ſupple, and their Animal Spirits 
paſs caſily through the Orifices and/Pores | 
which receive them. The Soul indeed is |} þ 
not info lively a manner touch'dbychelm.f - 
preflions they make, as in the firſt fort of } 
Wits ; but it is fill denongh+to be incirely | 4, 
taken up with' it, and to let it felf be 
drawn over by continual Impretlions occa. | xp 
fion'd by that uninterrupted courſe of Anj. 
mal Spirits, while thoſe. Impreſſions are 
made almoſt in the ſame yganner in thoſe | ;, 
that give car to.thoſe great and pompous | ,/ 
Diſcourſes which: this ſort of #3:s make uſe 
of to expreſs their Meaning: - | 1: 
Sulphur is the moſt predominant in | ,; 
” thoſe of this Character ; as the volatyl. Salt 
, is in the otheys. They abound in Animal | ,. 

” Spirits and Blood; but the Ferments'-. 
which are furniſhed, by the Vilcera, Þ 
” being not ſo piercing; nor the Humours: 
” fo ſharp, their Motiqng are the more 
> moderate, and by contquence laſt the 
- longer. Inthatvery Thing therefore do's 
w probably conſiſt the [pretended . of / 
Wit of thoſe who we only admire. 
for want of t 
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only the Extent of their Imagination which + 
ſurprizes. 

A nice and delicate Confiration Fibres 
thin and, fine, the Animal Spirits yery light, 
the Blo6d and Humours ks an indifferent 
Confifterice, becabilc of theFluidiry of their 
Parrs; "make, in my Opinion, thoſe ſuper- 

Aicial vain VVits, which one modiſh Word, 
and .affctcd foppiſh Way of .Talking-thar 
humours the Times, a Phraſe pretily curn'd 
mak* often paſs for Polite and_Fine YTizs. 
They have not 'Sti pc enough of Mind 
ro ſupport HW in 4, rational Diſcourſe, 
and want borh Vivacity and Penetration, 
but they pleale by 1 know nor what kind 
'of 'A5r fs cd {YL they uſe, 70 by 
7 kind of "n:gte hef! u2pc, the 
TLangua of the Bu. FM WEE 0day, 
of cetthigPerfons” w "Hire bo other Title 
to be rhapght Delicate, Nice, Tod Polite 
bur becauſe the y oY Ei: El? nate, 

= Women bei: Hos Rt moſt part of a 

Corfitutfon natuY 6 becauſe thew 

'y bhoodctrd AELIED 4 from ihe 
| INarure of Water b. FF Wy $7 {rl Faociple, | 

and _rheir Brain 15 be a. foft Conklt EnCce, ' =X 

Þ | becauſe their Fibres are fine and ſcader, : 
, Ls anhng Spirits, in Trath aze 

1-8 Hi 04 Fn Blir IR weak, an 

115% nfl f'b Cor neg: Pepe very Wor ns 
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.pared, come nearer this Charatter of Wir, 
than any other : The Dilkculry they have 
o give 2 fcrious Attention to any thing 
abftrated and-above the Senſes, rhe diſlike 
hey conceive for all ſolid Reaſoning, fully 
proves the Delicatenefs of their Imaginati- 
on, or, what:is here, much the ſame thing 
the Weakneſs of rheir Minds. 

Their Brain being eaſy to be mov'd by 
.the leaſt Agirations, .and even to 
ery violent Diſturbances from the Cale 
Morions, _ are ina Manner Slaves to all 
ſenſible They ſearch and conſider 
= farther < than he £ Out-tide of things; 
and not to penetrate deeper, 
think S ne bur: the Cloaths which 
cover and adorn them... As they. arc the 
beſt Judges of modiſh Carriage and. Fa- 
ſhions, they can reliſh nothing bur: what 
has a Dependence on them. Some new 
affefted way of Talking, certain mo 
4 la Mode, do 0 infinitely plcaſe and 


' charm them, that they cannot ſufficiently 


applaud ſuch as make-uſe of them. And 
becauſe the Folly of the Times countenan 
ecs and proteRs thoſe licnle foppiſh Turns 
.Or y yoann they place. the Standard « 
Wit in them, and cannot believe any, one 
$0 be an 4/3, who has the miſerable T; 
to prepollets and pleafe chem in that 
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The Freedom and Ealinefs of fome Men 
to Jeſt and. Rally, or their Facility and 
Readineſs of Wit to raiſe the loweſt Things, 
_ _ the hi , to contrat or 
we wchull Burleſque) 
this fort of People cannor'w 
Spirits, both ſharp and 
Force ro make ' particular | 
= Brain, with a Facility PF, 7 [ 
locity of their Motion, and that the Fibres * * 
or Humours do lefs obtrut or oppolc their a 
Courſe in the Channels they run. 

The Matter which the Blood 
the Head to' produce this fort of Wit, 
to be of a pretty ſteddy Confiſtence, 
they _—__ the Power S_—_ and —_ 
out trouble, ro open Pallages, 
which they ach. ll in the Brain the 
-particular Images of w defign to re- 
preſent, and diſpoſe the reſt of the Body ar 
the ſame time to a Meen and Behaviour 
fuitable to thoſe lively Repreſentations. 

- The A _ theſe Apimal 
Spirits eint n being Engular, 
the Soul is rhe more lively afeRed with 
the Sence of it. Jocoſe "Men are the firſt 

C3 attcRted _ 
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affected with it, who afterwards agreeably 

move others by Way of Repercullion. 'And 

as it is accompany'd with Pleature and 

Mirth,.ſo it is. apr ro;make People belicve 
a Jocole Man Wity. 

Thar chey have Wir, I own.; bur it is 
Falſe and childiſh. A quick Fancy they 
- baye,- but /tis fooliſh and irregular, which 
.Hever repreſents the true Idea of Things, 
-bur on the Contrary takes a great Care to 
diſguiſe ard disfigure them by ſuch pecyt; 
.liar Notions as make. them. very unnaturah 
"and by that means:more ridiculous. 
= * . Iknow there is one ſort of Jeſting .and 

- ory” hich may be allow'd by Per mg 
-Þþ 0d Wi and. Senſe ie ; ; when being neit 
cdall por crifling,. che-Eft-&t it commonly 

uces:is, not.1{0 .much to. lead us from 
. Reaſon and Truth, as to make, us more 

ſen6ble of ir. Bur it is fo. very difliclr to 

[keep a xallying Imagination within its juſt 
Bounds; that one,.always ought to fear.it 
--Will exceed them. 
\The Salr chat ought.to- ſeaſon and. give 
 aReliſh to. opr Rallery imprints ſuch Noti- 
ons in the Brain as. we-Ccannot eaſily forget 
' and wipe out ; for they renew and increaſe 
in ſpight of us...” Tis a ſlippery dangerous 
Path, and- one. falſe Step throws us oo 
[q8ls 
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Thidgs into Ridicule. A rallying VV pres 


| makes them give a wrong Bias to all things. 


any thing to rhe "Mind but' under peculiat 


\ are ſoon” weary of them. © The make ir © 


Part T. in Corverſation. Fo 
the moſt nice and d:licare Rallety, into 'the- 
moſt abſurd Follies. 1. 002 
I do not mean therefore to ſpeak here * 
only of thoſe Little VVits who have made 2 
this fake Step, who IMgh and make a Jeſt-- 
of every Thing, and turn the moſt ſerious 


d>minates' in, all their Diſcourſes; which 


As they were born with that 'Genius, fo © -; 
they die wirh it. This- Character I look - 
upon for this Reaſon robe the loywgſt, and 
meaneſt of all ; becauſe the ration 
of 'Men of this CharaQer 'is ſo irregular 
and; reg chat ir ſcarce ever- convey 


and borrow'd. Figures ;*. which repreſent 
only pleafant *and*ridicalous Fancies with 
which they” are fo infatuated, becauſe de- 
lighted with them, that /ir is not intheir 
Power to turn their Thoughts to:any thing «2 
that is good and ſerious ; they being never... 
ſo pleaſant, as when they ſay the' grea 5 
Follies. | . —"i 
They do not 'hſt long I confels,” for we 


ft a very, fooliſh Figure ; but"they reign * 
for atime, atid have their ſotrifh AA. A 
Thy are favourably receiv'd,” and diffi. * 
guiſh'd-in the belt Companies; 'and, which 

C 3 19 


$6.3 


| of W727 
2 » Reals often cſtecm'd bivoi Men of 
good and folid Fudgment., 


__ XVI. 

© . I cannot exaftly day down all the parti- 
= Cular Diſpoſitions which concur in the for- 
ming of YVits, nor give you Phyſical Rea- 
fons of all their Differences. There are (6 
many Kinds, that ir would be as difficult 
for me<to deſcribe them all here, as for 2 
Painter ro draw faithfully to the Life in 
one Picce alt che. Faces which are in the 
World®* "What I can ſay, is, That theres 
one Point to which all thoſe different /Vits 
may be reduc'd, as there is one Figure in 
eye ap whlgt all as 

& point is a certain 
the Brain and _ [arts 


Imagination, the 

of che Machine, _—_ rips 
- after. The Mind, or rational Soul, pri 
> ,.concernd in K: If it be, 'tis only foc 
+ Srhoſe agrecable or diſagreeable Sentiments 


the Body, which Sentiments are fruit- 
ful Springs of Blindneſs and Error. | 

A Fe on of good and folid Senſe may 
receive the ſame ent withourfalling 
Into the fame Errors. If his Imagination 
 <endcavours t@ millcad and f{cduce him, 
3 | ; Reaſon, | 


11 


| 'X wk becauſe of irs Union with | 


==? wo 8? 05x 


_—_— 


__ CABLAT:. Reaſo n caſon is, bh Leo "Mag of Be of Wit 4 


A: Ms / | 
aa by which he war Pie - b 
helps ro undeceive hj on cafon is noF 
free from the as. 34 47 the Senfes. The” 
Blood and Anitnal Spirits of: ſuch a Per- 
ſon have their Courfe and particular Agi- * 
tations as thoſe of orfier Men, and you*”, 
may obſerve in his Body ſuch Diſpoſitions - 
as may feave to explain thoſe of his pos 
Bur if his Conſtitutiory docs very 
contribuce ro the, Soundheſs of hi his J Judg 
ment, the good uſe he makes of his R 4 
curns the Happineſs of his Conſtitution to ' 
a wonderful Advantage. :Aird though ſome 4; 
Conſtitutions of Body 'contribute equally * 


ought a clan bes ent and __ we & 
Cari toOlet a 71 

r_proceceh oem the NR 2 
"hes hat. caries from Fihas of 1 


Kine to $1694 To avay by och ge A 
gination whereas a { OU nl fo -Y 
that Folly, in order to raiſc it jelf © 1%. is 2 ; 
and r te it... Therefore what 1 have 2 
faid before is bur, rational, .thar a Man of © 
Wit is only ſo far io, asthe Co yy of -- 
- Body. inclines. im t0 it, and that it is *. 


* Pr. Mogyeroalythe af « 5 
e by 


TC 4 | Make © 


= of wW 7 7 Part T, 
Make bur, che leaff RefleAions on what 
Fe common Converſation, and you'll 
find ſenſible and notable Proofs of whar 1 
have laid down ; and Experience will 
convince you chat whar is fajd of the 
Imagination of Men of /z is no Fi&tion of 
mYy-own. 

Such a' one” had FP: formerly, 2nd was 
the Wonder of the Town, who now fays 
nor four witty Sentences in a Week, and 
choſe nor free but forc'd. The Reaſon is, 
char choſe Animal Spirits which were pro. 

per 10 Open Certain Pores of the Brain are 
ah How. Wee ot thar the Marter of which 
fliey* were Produc'd_'is no TIRE | rh 
or ar leaſt nor ſo" copious ; : - Ort 
the, Heart arc Ras, tt iten'd E 
Nerves which encongpaſs 


£ 5m, Ki Me by WO 


| 9 
F ns; as for Exam Iu Sort g f, 
3 way be the Oecalion? on & "2 

” There are others, who till' retaini ing 
&  cheir uſual Strength and Vivacity of Mi 

£ * cannot, ſhew'tr bur-avith a ſtrange un; 
© "eEvennets of Temper." ey have uplachy 
? Mc ancholy Pane when 15, APPAXLEN! 

- $pripheline(s of their 1:1 Ms not its w p- 
” Heat and Luſtre, And what ſhoul be che 
Realgn of it, Dur ſome Moiltneſs in the 
Brain 


MT -3-3-J--0" 


Wi 


FMT <Haea£wv <£r 01 1 x x, 1" ©- 5--% 3" 


\ Brain'which fifles arid 


the Spiries ram with more-eaſe tha | 
- others ; #f-Ltufther add), rar exrevios 3 


4-& IF TT 
* - : s t > « [7 of * IR — 4 b. 4 
bo WY : \ 5% 4 WY oy ». . 
Fd g TT09 = CC 
# ey . 


Quenches this Fite> 
ſome 'Zerofity Which ſtops' the* Courſe bf ? 
The Spirits, or perhaps their 'being derer-- * 
mined'to/rur' through ſome other” Orificts,. © 
either for the Convenience and Necefhryof 2 
che Machine, or fome ather Occaſion 4 

If 1 add thar” the Liver,*the Spleen and 2 
the 'other  Viſters inceſſantly furnifh Fer- 2 
ments which diſorder the Maſs of Blood x 
rchoufand differert"ways; rharthe 
tion is ſomerimesRopr, ſometimes 
rared aCtording as the Arteries and the 
Heart are*contracted'or enlarg*d; that the : 
Brain is more or leſs moiſten'd according "2 
to the Quantity of. Serolitie ſtrain'd thro* 
te Glands ;* rhat” the © Animat*- Spies are 7 
more or lefs abothding, groſs or i ſubtitle, 
according to the" Qantity and Quality- of. | 
the Matter which gues'to the Head ro-pro-- ® 
duce them ; that there is a-natural O * 
of the' Parts, and-particularly-of the Fibtes,. 
which" ſhapes! 'the Paſſages through whith- 


j<Cts and Paſſions make,” as4s welt knowh, I 
ſtran ne Alcerations in'the Body, and by a 2 
necellary Conlequence very violent | | 4 
frons on the Soul. All-thele Contiderations 
will help-us 40 give-a Reaſon for al-the di» 
vers lffetts of the —_ {0 118 \Mertie 
< OnS+ * 


- - 
i 


| Ro lay and to ſtand upon 
| Guard againſt all irs Surpriſes. "For 
declare it Se wha We COm- 
monly call ro have Wit, conlifts i-nothing 
— burn accrtain Turn of the 


and firiftly inquire into ir, it 
ae har | poogedina my fe 
20; Examine. 

XVII. 


Imagination counterkerts #7: ſo dextc- 
+» that one may” very-caſily be miſta- 
ken; and if you go-n0 further than the 


ledge 

of the Nature of our Soul, we nevertheleſs 
know enough to.allure us, wheneves we 
vegollect ous (clues, that ic —_— 
. of dic Body w which. it is united. The 


nA « © km we mm. 


_ —— ym \ oY "CT  \ _— ot Poo— —_ cm_—__ "= "— = 


Ra BRIGT ASE © 


| fclt and che fole pena nm 
t9 Think and Peretige ; thoſe of all ſorrsof ©: 


Thought and: Perception, 
arc Properties 


_ ccivetobe be contiſtent in one and the fune : 


CY COT 


WAR AaypUy VaeanOaQORRganT 


_ gp ' A "EY 4 > SO 3 - Wh. "7 
IG p + 


Bodies; to he Exremibd and Fignr's. Now _ 
Extent and _ 
far diftant in- their own Na- 
rurcs, and ſuch as-1o rational Man can-con- 


LY 


For that very Reaſon cvery one may, is 


conſidering bimfclf incernally, know that 
che Soul is an immaterial ;Subſtance, un- -- 
compounded, mdiv 


know, to judge, tO rea 
fear, hope, inmgine and perccive, many 
ways and manners. Hemay know, 1 = E 
m_ a is wr > 6 _ from 0 9 
y, ſo ithasProprietics which arc only 
agrecablc to ir ſelf, independantly from the 
ſame Body ;. as for- aging 20d will noe egret, 
of knowing, judgi 


being at or o ſtraitly ye = y 
Bode, i _ Proprieties 4 
ing. on it, as of Imagination Pare * > 


oeption 1 
All things that are the Ob of our 
K e are, of ewwo ed | 
tal or Material; and as they are of rwo > 
wg in their Nature enocemly Sifionn FAY 1 
manner by-which perceives _; 
them mult alſo: be very ditterent. ooo | 
ere - 


. * ; 4 F » of EY ' Þ 


N ny them; /  Nuw"$3it0bucl Thi 
 exnnot be khown boviabſtnittedly.: 686d, 


for example, 'our owWi/Thouhrs; 
ati@univerſalIdeas, our Will,” Thelinadons; 
_ Judgments, Truth, Juſtice, PerfeQion; Rea- 
fon, are Things only known by the Soul; 
 withoa the helpoffthe'Senfſes: !!Burusfor 
- | Material Things,” the Soulicannar 'perceive 
| them but in'a-ſenſible and! groſs manner} 
{| wiz. cicher by the Impreſſion chey'makevn 
+ | che Senſes, which is call'd Perception, 'or 
- | + the. Images/ ir forms of them in: the 
; | Iain which is called Imagivavion, 
IX pak ViISUO"Gk 1 II #3 3h 
x XVIÞIBE4 od 1 of +00) 
> * -PfalF not make it'my-buſii6fs ro prove 
” Mall: thefe Things Philoſophically, ' which 
-- Have been already confirm'd by very good 
E- - Authors. ' Thoſe that havea flitther eurio- 
» firy, may ſte the Demonſftrations'rhcy ave 
* .given, 4f thoſe Books they have' wrimen 
= en this Subjet, Tis ſufficient for meTo 
' ebſcrve what is proper to the Body alone, 
> mWhat tothe Soul only, and-what concerns 
23 A), and Body: jointly ; thatthe' great 
> Difference between” thoſe” Things —_ 
(1118 
In: 


made plairr to: us, we ri; noÞ-eon 
A "'F2 & VU 204.25" 


| the things 'we know andthe" manner of 


general. 


wil et B% a * 


T. 


XA... 
Jn See i9'the Body | 
we-/animare; ' bot of "Parts; 
4rd Htu©a, ſubſe ks we arp 5 

r ſingly Offier | "; 

61g) Dh prible of ay 
| M wes tf Yay 40' 1 rey! elY2001q (161363 | 
= "Bait; as*to'the" Soul, WitHout admirri 
l, any-extent or Aivifon of Parts, we diſco- 
yer 'a'*Svbſtante, a' Being, -which ehrinks, 
knows, wills, and determines its ſelf. 


, 
. 
Taking aft wards thenSouP ' Body: 
I 
r 


bw 


rogerhier, WEimay obſerve," thar"if 'among. 
our different forts of Knowledge we have 
any without the' help'of the Body, there 
are fome' alſo thar we; have*'only byirs 
means; thar {6th fihgs there are which 
the'Soul imetigteſ'ind by it (Hf knows. 
without" any” relation" to' the Bddy ; bur 
| that'there ate other Things which it doty- 
N= nothknow but by relation ron. 

 . -T eall-the fir manner of knowi T7 
derſtanding,, Md Knowleage, the: {eebiid,, 
Sertfimment and! wagination:" {26% 113 4h, 

' Sentiment" i$'/a Perception of the Soql, 
which is afterwards 'producYy from” 
Aion of the Outward ObjeQs of the' 
dy, -and the Agitation- of th Nerves 
Spiries which extends "5<felf- ; 
-pake of he *Braifhs « j01 


expton of theSauh, 


Fs 


= of excior byes bur by the Agitatiog 
of the:inceriour Fibres: of the Brain, pro- 

” duc'd by the interiour Motion of the 
wal Spirus ; 3g hang is becauſe this 
proceeds from from = 


Inna gining, -praperly, con- 
bs only in. the .ingeriour Application of 
he Mind, t@&-the Deſcriptions or Ima 


drawn or imprinted in our Brain by 
Aon of the Animal Spirits. 

And: on the \ that manner of 
Thinking which we call Conceiving, con- | 
fiſts only in the of the Mind, 
co. pure and per Ideas, ſeparated 
from all ſcnfible nan and. corgoreal 


_ whes.L think of exualo 
Mnenbers 452, 4.8. the Ideas I have of 


4 : | pexceive by the Mind: alone, and 
at only Propricty of the Soul which I 
4 U 1 zudge.alſo. of the 


; which. i is, þerween .thaſe Ideas, as 
3 G4 þ hgh be: + eh 


denſe oc. mage. 


on che Body by ab Ae | 


«A «Sq Oo. mand ual 


Aa 

a 

=y 4 » © 
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ar 


bampn | 

2H OTL Hy 2 
al 
E heb 


. 
. 


ent this ;gureg, 


Eyes, than 1 tma- 


Ppirits 


oþ 


: 


25 
iy 


upon the Number 4 
at the ——— Thave of ir 


= 
_— 


rowhe Delerigaton 


: 


i 


—_ 


SHTELL 


j 1 
ol 
Z 
he 


fry 


co ob® | 
I receive 
Brain, 


AmMportance 
of this Charadter,. 


Sentiment 


of it in my 


the Number to n_ 


make the Idea of 
joyn them amore 


diſtin, > ey con 


and Figure 
I have 


that neither the 
he Ima 


the Colour 


S Os it will be alfo of 
ſerve, 
by 
nor t 


> ww ny 
FE: our Light, and ſpoil our Underſand- 
6 


"A e 1X 4 » 

Let ns take another Fxamplt Iefs abſtta- It 
Pry if 1 think of 2"Square, the Ideal | f 
have of ir ſhews me four fides joyn'd by | 
their Extreams. I need only the*lighr of | i! 
the Mind ro ſee it, and” alfo- ro hold, if-I | no 
pleaſe, ſeveral Arguments on the Proprieties- | a 


1 dif@Over in' chis Kea.” » i 

To 'Join the Sentiment* to: the Idea, -I | t 
need only draw with my Fn on this Pa- | 
per four Lines that ſhall meer at- their four : 
ends. 'Q { 


The white and Black of this Figure', 
'frike- my Eyes, nove the filaments of he 
Nerves and the Animal Spirits; and my 
x- immediately receives a- Sentiment, | : 
h anſwers tothemorion of the Fibres. | | 
of the Brain, There is the intelligible Idea | 
! 
| 


made fen(iblc. 
To imagine this Square, when I have tio 


8 like it before- my Byes, 1 need only 
 -tbmo-my Mind c0wards' my Body, and ap- 
oy it to-the Image” which the Animal Spi- ] | 
ms-ſhall im - bt it in'My Brain, Then | 
E halt ima; dug which before 1-6id 
Puriecaceits!rhc , fall nor only 
ay chis- Square a#a Figure tcrminate® by 
tour 


LOS 
” 2 - 6G 


Part FE -2"Y mm Corverſart W. T oY 
four Sides and four Lines,buk L ſhall Loves y 
thoſe four Lines as, preſcnt hy r : 
application of my .Mind ; -wit jor ditfe- 
| rence only, that the. pure Idea render'd as 
ra- | ir were palpable and fenſible, will then af-. 
al | fe&t and move mc,whyrcas before it didjan-. 
by | |y ſhew. ir ſelf. This S-nfarion will we 
of | if you- will, Dees apd Arguments Ihall 
1 nÞ © on thoſe aprictics ; but . will, not 
es- | augment my Knowledge ; On the cantraryg 
ir $4; happen, *thar being taken up with, 
1 Image or Sentiment, and;,not: at all, 
WY chenure ea, may tgp park Gghe; 
ur | at, one, and biray; A om the. os 


Y ther. ,  b& 192 2aid ; 
0 [ | — "AX'\ +4 oy” "0 : 
\e 
: -. To make 4 pg fan tamilias 

| tances, s.. et, -us . iP. grS. 

Fe roo "08s pr Roe ork BE 

p toes Wap Faie 


Jove e D FO Fede 
0 fey &, there #, Fidelity. Jig I L 
Y | y.find,. _y Th tbe ound of thoſe | 


pronoun” $ my. Ears, {as 7 af4 
- 1 os Chaea the Lupe wards ri feng | 
N The Mg 1m ,w hich. ke (opyer F 
d + hom. "Tis certain that the mo- 
4 wa 'of the Nerves which extends it ſelf xg 
/ 

£ 


the prinCipel part of the Brain, produces a 
Sentiment 


4 


fix the Ideas they have of Things, to ſuch 
and ſuch Sounds, and to ſuch and ſuch 
CharaCters rather than ro others, as they 

eaſe, Thus in what I apprehend by hear- 


A ing thoſe words ; where es, there « 
; Fidelity, there is :nediee 


nd pure Idea. 
But the Imagination may be {aid here 
to have ſome Part in it; if conſidering 
thoſe Ideas which I have of Love, and F;- 
delity, 1 find my {elf fo usd to ſee thoſe 
Keas joyn'd to the Imprefſion that the 
' or the Charafter of the Terms 


which expreſs them have often form'd in | 
þ- our Braio that I cannot cafily r xcn_ 


_ them Nparntly to my ſelf, as very T:ldom 


we can, and nero hi ſg 
- Expreflions as foon as s Md 
c 


yo by hem, fo then 
me {enfible becauſe 
en err is 
= 
our PN heing uſed ro ſee them {o united, that 
we cannot ſometimes 'think 'of- the Idea 
without imagining the Expreſſion, norima- 
| ug the Expreflion without reviving the 


the 77 a-tlry 
between Them and the Impreſſi- 
of the Terms to: which they are 


5 —_ jun $ Soul which flics up the 
5 which Men have agreed to faſten to: 
thoſe Terny, For it On on them. to: 


This Union becomes ſo cloſe by - 


om = ods en es 


This | 


: 


S., | 


0: 
to 
h 
h 


[ 
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' lian theſe Words, Amore, Fede, thoſe Terms © 
immediately awake in my Mind the ſame * 
Ideas as theſe other Words pronounc'd ith > 
Engliſh, Love, Fidelity, which fignific the © 


"wv SE FF a L 
dart L in Conver[atron. 


This ſhould not make us. | 
the Sounds or Chargers produce 'in the 
Brain, Impreſſions and Images which re- 
femble in any thing the Ideas we conceive 


when we refte& on thoſe Impreſſions. The _* 


ruth is, they are ſo ftraitly united by our 
being accuſtomed to fee them in this Uni- 
on, that one would think they do but 
one and the fame thing, and that. to Con- 
teive and Imagine is but one and the fame 
manner of Thinking. 


XX1. 


Ita» 


fame rhing, tho” the” Sound is very diffe- 


rent, and- by conſequence the Impreſſion 4 


made of it in my Brain. 


” 


Not 7 


; 3% 


_—_— " OE'E" ns 
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Kot; 


© Nor. v4 ri Words | may, explain, 
Y F* ſame Things, but different Things may. 
FE be explain'd by the ſame Words and Cha- 
&- rafters. . Thus, if a Man who talks Latin 
= pronounces in my Prefence this Word Cor, 
E TI. ſhall immediately ,underſtand by this 
S- op Vn Heart, one of che noble Parts of 
. the y.;: bur if . another ſhould  pro- 
NAunce & who. talks French, I ſhall think 
| he means 2 hunring Inſtrument call'd 2 
Horn, which are rwo different things ex- 
| es by the oy Sound. and CharaRers, 
| conlequence £5 only pr 
bigs nie Motion bury che Ghietop Li 
Brain, alchongh rhey- produce different 
Jeas in the Soul. 
& By W's we fee that the Union of Images 
= and pure Ideas we have of Things is cv 
&o z Arbiti - and there being no eſſential 
by t 


ation 'between' one and'th other, ch 
orign of the Spitits and che liypreſſibn © 
” the Brain can'ar the moſt bur ſerve to.awake 
E- inus.iche Things, * nor þroduce them, to 


"Es" "0 of 


YT”  IE—_— —_— 


— — — A. . 


'* I do mot! here pretend to explain from whence we have 


are form'd ; becauſe "tis nothing to my Subjef. I ſhall 
avly.end:awour to ſhrw, that the Senſes and Imagination ao- 
not produce them,. and cannit enlighten as. 


NOT. 


Part I: 
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3 "poly our Mind'to thoſe "Ty ſame Things, 


our Ideas of things, from whence they proceed, nor bow they © 


i 4 


1] Part]. in Converſation. | 45 =} 


nitura 


\ — 


not to form them, Whence it manifeſt] 
follows, that whenever we proceed to pat 
Jnogment xwithous conſidering. narrowly 
choſe Ideas, or going no farther” thaFour 
Senſations and Fancies,' Our Inferences are 
falſe and raſh, and that ſo much the more 
2s thoſe Fancies-and Senſations are more 
quick and lively, by Reafor: rhat the Mo- 
tion of the Spirits being more violent, the 


4 
0 


Impreſſion of the Brain deeper,” and the 


Images better drawn, the Wal" cannor” bar 
be more polle(s'd by them. And as we'ire 
raken 'up with whar pleaſes ns, 
che Application of rhe Soul will be*niuch 


greater rowards its Senſations and Fancies, 
than its Attention, ro the true Idea of 


things. whicti appear before 'it, bur, make 


"no Impreſhon. The Soul may be fo:fenſ 


bly touch'd, that ivmiay wander and' ſtray, 
and erring from the Clear Light of Reaſon, 
it ſhall give it {clf wholly up to'the Obſcyu- 


a 


rity of its Sentiments,” ot the Hlufions of its - 


7 nothihs 
co it ; may bring it bur ro behold;” bur can 
ſhew it nothing. 

This may ſee to ſame Men ro00 {rious, 


if notan 1 orig gov However tis 
OC 


allowable, to explaih a SubjeR upon which 
1 could dctermite' thing wihorr ak 
6 previous 


Imaginarion, which, as T have ſaid, may - 
 Imploj the Soul,” bur.can diſcover'nor 


— a - 


v3, 
op 
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previous Refleftions, unleſs 1 ſhould fall 
into the Weakneſs of our Modern VVits, 
end to diſpute without Grounds, or 
xrluade withour Reaſon. 


| ' NAIL 
gi then is far different from 
is to ſay, from Reaſon and Do 
e; for thoſe three Terms expreſs 

'= mg] g; and Pie, which i 
not ut Imagination, is by conſe- 
ence far different from the id true 

Judgment which it counterfeits, But ler ic 

| be never ſo well metamorphos'd, as it does 


- 2- "x 
Ah. 


b; 
- 
WF -, 
= 
an 
dy 
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k. but mimick and cheat in Appearance, it 

+ | falls far ſhorr of excelling it. | 

M All che FaulrJics in thoſe who are 'miſta- 

| kenin it-; for a Man of 2. m_ 

ftands the Things he conſiders and 

of, by applyin > binſelf ro the es 

Ideas he = of them, not in the leaſt by 

ST ion of them'to Corporeal ys 
anne Ter which their Faul lies. 

* thoſe F: 


reſenting all 
Things confaſeaty, ic 


= = 


iS = my o Squcts this 
the aginati never a clear Inſight | 
into Thi The Mind conſiders the true 
Idea of ObjeRts, to find their Difference 


and Proprictics; when the F does. but 
Pp 3 ancy "flett 


Part. in Converſation. © 47 3 
refle& upon the Impretſion made of them * 


ſhort, a Man of Fudement 


« 2. , D244 
bats +& * bo Wa . 
0 ETSY 
pr a. « © : b wats © o 


in the Brain. 

Thence ir.comes that a Man of Fudgment 
fixes upon. thoſe juſt and ſolid Grounds that 
confirm his Thoughts ; whereas a YVis 
minds nothing bur rhe agreeable or diſa- - 
greeable Sentiment which follow them. _ *' 
A Man of Tudg' iffaſes his Knowl | 


by inftrufting ſuch as receive it ; but a VF 


» 
with his Notions, ſurpriſes and cheats: his 
Helters. The formier perſuades, becauſe he 
talks rationally; and a YV3:s, becauſe he 
Flatrers. "of eta hs 

A Man udgmont begins: y gain- 
ing the Reaſon, and by that mel, 
often the Herts ; bur the buſneſs'of a 
Wit is firſt to polleſs the Heart, 'and by that 
means dcbauch the Weak and Simple. - In 
minds nothing 
but Truth and Knowledge; and a W# 
pleaſes himſelf only wich Opinions and 
Proþabiliries. | 
becauſe Opinion has moſt com- 
monly the Preference, and that we for the 
moſt part take Appearances of Truth. for 
Truth it felf, what proceeds from the-Ima- | © 
gination ;is ſuppoſed ' to . come from! the 

ind, and we confound withoat, any Re- ".þ 
Action the one: with, the: other. Ow #32s, ©. 
who only follow their Imaginations, Cun-  / 
_ nivgly 2 


” © ningly give an'impofing Air of Truth" | 
'__ Opinions and Appearances of Truth ; -an@ } di 


% 
Ae 
_ 


di 
even to things the moſt diſtant from Reaſon, | m 
a ſeducing Appearance”®6f- Reaſon,”! We {| m 
are dazled' with their fine Diſcourſes, and | fo 
barmonious 'gingling of | 'Words'4.''and | th 
charm'd by the Delicacy or Novelty of }] ca 
their ſparkling Thoughts. We 'take an | ht 
Ipnis. fatuw for a true Light, Viſions -for 
ealides, and think: our ſelves reaſonably | |: 
-perſuaded and convinc'd, when we are nr; | ir 
agreably tickled and flarter'd.” 1} oi 
rt 5046 SHES” {4 1.52 M 
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I'have already given the Reafon' of this 
Miſtake. 'Humane- Pride, ''Pleafure; and*. | th 
the" Inclinationiand-Properf#y we have tf | pt 
any thing' that flarters is, arg the tte Ob. | ol 
eafions'of ' it.) When 4 1/73t attidertakes to | t 
iſcourſe -on' any Subje& in Converſation, | 
the ſenſible Impreſſion of the” natural:Force | 01 
of:his Imagination gives him-a fecrerCon- | M 
fidence, which makes him gratify hisyg#& | b 
-mhareverthey' are; 'rrije/or Fill Sprapt or | Þ: 
impropet: This Vanity does motfuffer ith | A 


xo diſtruſt himſelf a'Mowene,' butthe &du- | al 
cesiall/to:it'z and; becauſe'one would'riot a 
»iillingly be'decev'd;/he/forms r6vimſelf | c 
-a tenaln 80h&rte ERGN; fromwhence | 
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{ moſt intricate Matters ; and,, as he obſerves. 


| cauſe he imagines well,-we-are apt to think 


" Wirth this falſe Confidence of Pimſelf he 7 
diſcourſes of every thing, boldly decides the © 
moſt obſcure, and undertakes to unfold thei.'® 


ſome Order in his Diſcourſe, fo one would” 7 
think him a Maſter of the Argument. Be- 7 
he argues ſolidly. _ Rs 

There is nothing ſo common: as this Mis! © 
ſtake in humane Society;+more eſpecially; . * 
in | which are ſometimes propos'd '"% 
on divers Subjets by way of Converſation. 
While ſome Men, having both Truth. and 
Reaſon on their ſide, 'ean ſcarce be heard, * 
and much tefs believ'd,” Others who haye 
the knack of managing” neatly the Matter 
preſently gain Belief, nor. by the Strength! 
of Reafon, bur by a Certain Turn which®” 
they give their Thoughts. © 7 © 2 

The Pleafure' we rake in the Converſati- * 
on of a Wir does in ſome Manner inflave our. 
Minds to him ; and our Reaſon 'weaken'd””3 
by*chat ſenfible Impreſſion, yields to its” * 
Power while ir ſecretly.owns the prevailing” 7 
Advantage of rhe Imagination, by its agree="% 
able Motions. * Not, *bur thir a 200d a 
and good Grace do extreamly ſer off what=;-* 7 
ever we door ſpeak; tho; they dg nor really” 3 
na whar ve ſay to be truer, or whatwe” © 4 


£4 


do to be more rational: -** 
| D Appear- 


; \ ; 4 put 
C > 


"* Of TT PartT, 
=” Appearances are nothing but Cheats, as 
© .avell in reſpet co Wit as to rhe Heart, tho” Þ cur; 
Jeſs diſtruſied. A civil, handfom, ſober | of 
:, Man, who preſents himſelf with a good | ypc 
E Grace, is preſently well receiv'd, and we |  \ 
® conceive ſome eſteem for him ; bur one | fil, 
® .would nat be oblig'd on thoſe Appearances, | -mx 


F,- 


# - 
Y.- 
try "I 


+ x0 anſwer for his Integrity. ,On the con- Þ pQ( 
-  trary we are apt at firſk;hght ro proclaim | 
that Man a Wir, -who talks well, lively, | yer 
& briskly and agreeably, even. before we have | do; 
* had time enough to: judge whether he has | jng 
E as much in EffeR, as he has in Appearancep] tin 
K7 > XXIV. 1 o 
E But ſome Men-will-ſay, is'it a Defe to | ao 
+ have Wit > to bave it quick, polite, anda*Þ leq 
F 'grecable? to have a fine, noble, delicate] his 
” Fancy? Is it for nothing it was given us gy 
>» adorn'd with ſo many Graces ? and muſt | 
* we ſcrupulouſly deny our ſelves the uſe of {| an, 
E -3t? Isit a Sin to be ſenſible of irs Charms? | pr, 
and ſhall People make us believe thar ro di- | 7g 
-- ert and pleaſcis a pernicious USCA I th 
- Js it not rather one of thoſe Things of } 
.which Seneca Tpeaks, that is only cried | ,,c 
* down and exclaim'd againſt, by ſuch asF 
', , want it? or, as Pliny ſays, one of thoſe 
- - Things of.which we talk with Paſſhon, be+ 
# cauſe welook upon it with Envy ? 
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Having thus explain'd my ſelf on the Na- 
ture of Imagination, and the Differences 
of Wit and Fudgment, "tis now incumbent 
upon. me to declare what their Uſe is. _ 

Whatever is ſerviceable may prove hurt- 


ful, and there is nothing ſo pernicious but 
may be made beneficial, when 'tis put to a 


g00d Uſe ; I ſpeak only of Natural Things. 


Poyſon being well prepar'd becomes a S0- 


vereign Remedy. - I do not intend to cry 


down Imagination in all reſpects. It may” _% 


indeed deceive a Man of fudgment : Soine- 
times it impoſes on him, -and leads him our 
of the way ; bur this happens only, when 
he ſhamefully abandons his Reaſon, which 


alone ought to be the, Guide of his Know-" % 


ledge and Judgment;; when he negle&ts 


his Reaſon o far as to. deſpiſe it, to follow "5 


only Viſions and Chymera's. 
Ler us give to every Thing its due Merit 


and Place. Fudzment-ought to have the 3 
precedence; VVit, or Imagination, ought 
to come after, * Imagination mult not have” ' 
the Pre-eminence z butthould follow as an 7 
Aſſiſtant ro our Weakneſs, and to ſupport _ 3 
'us in the painful Labour of Attention. to. 7? 
the true Idea of- Things, fo as to obtain 2 - | 


perfe&t Knowledge of them. _ 
This Aſſiſtance is at preſent neceſlary for 
us, becauſe the Body over-powers the 


D 2 Mind; 3 
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4 Mind ; and we muſt make aVertue of Ne- 


© .ceſlity, and extrat from the Body what || * 
= pay raiſe us above it. We ought ro help | 5 
” our ſelves with ſenſible Ideas, as real Aſſi- | * 
» .ftants in the Conſideration of Spiritual Ideas. | Y 
& The Senſations being Modifications of the | V 
= Soul which rouchard penetrate it, muſt of I 
*. necceſlity affe& ir much more than abſtracted: | 3} 
- Jdeas, which only appear withour touch- : 
= 117g 1t. y | 
; : The Mind -faints and Ianguiſhes, at the 

& bare Deſcripiion of Truths; and is often | ® 
& diſcourag'd by the Trouble and Pain it Þ 
& takes in the Diſcovery of them. Whereas R 

» the Imagination revives and diverts it, ag c 

# Tupports, and cheriſhes irs Thoughts, mak F 
= obſcure things ſenhble to it, approaches the JP 
-- Diſtant, and brings them to its Touch. It l 
- polithes the B70 5 Ideas, gives a Subſtance | © 
> to the moſt ſubtle and airy ; and the Soul | 
” apply'd to the divers Notions which are | " 
-, ncatly and diſtinly ingraven in the Brain, | #: 
» morecaſily perceives what would have been l 
> otherwiſe beyond its reach. | ( 
”  Thequickeſtand moſt penetrating Minds | * 
* ftandin necd of this AlliſtanCe, arid there / 
> - 3s none that can a& without it, as long as h 
E ic is Join'd with the Body. *Tit an'vohap-} © 
# © py but indiſpenſible Neceſlity, becauſe' of : 


the Dependance we have onſepſible Things 
inthis Life. _ Ti]. 


. . 
SAFE. 
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 'Tis not then'a Defect, abſolutely ſpeaks? 
ing, to have a ſtrong, quick, and fine Ima= '$ 
ginarion ; ſince ir is' of fo great a help 16 Y 
Reaſon. Bur 'tis avery great Fault to per-*# 


vert the Order 'of Nature, to make Reaſon 


wait upon Tmagination;, to prefer and de- 
light only in this, and, by a ſhameful 1n- 
juſtice, carry ir as it were in Trjumph, and. 
place it in the Seat of Reaſon, which 'we 3 
almoſt intirely darken and ectipſe. | 
Imagination makes in one ſenſe the Fin 3 


neſs, the Delicacy, and the Force of Wit; # 


bur *ris only when it obeys the Orders of 2 
 Reaſon.-” On the contrary, where 'it pre- 7 
dominates we may impute all our Mifcar ; 
riages to it. That is, when the divers Ims 


preſſions which are . made the Brain and: 
the reſt of the Bbdy,” are only made by its _ 


Orders; whenthe Images which are form'd * © 
inthe Fancy, are'drawn and expung'd at -: 
its' Pleaſure ; when it receives no Laws bur* © 

trom it ſelf, in all itsimpetuous and irregu-- 


lar Motions. - 1ri this laſt fenſe I affirm that” © | '; 
'tis a great Def<& to have Wir; and a ve= "2 


ry--vicious Quality to pleaſe no other way: - 3 
A Qualiry we ought not in the leaſt to he 3 
fond of, it being rather to be fear'd\than ** 
coveted:- and it we ſpeak of it contemp<s 
tibly, *tis becauſe we behold it withour En<-- 
vy. The pretended Charms of the Imagis * 

| D 3 nation» . 
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© nation, the Deliczcy and Graces of VVit 


= are ſomany Snares laid for us ; and wecans 


” nortoo much diftruſt them, particularly in 


# Converſation, where we are ſo much the 
- morecalily ſurpriz'd, becauſe we have leſs 
rime to think, and lefs Liberty. to defend 
our {clves. | 

L come now to thoſe Refleions which 
ſtill remain to be made on the SubjeR. of 
Stupidity, having made thoſe which 1 pro- 
” pox dto my {elf on the Subject of YV;z; 


XXV: 


This Term Stupidity ſeems to me nolels 


” equivocal than that of .Y73:.... We. cithes 


= extend,. or confine it more than we ought, 
* © Men being for the maſt pare taken -up with. 
B Hdeas they have of 


the obſcure and-confuſed.] | 
Things, they content thEmſclves with-the 
urdeterminate, ard general. Terms. whigh: 


expreſs them ; without troubling them-. 


ſclves to define them in particular, Thug, 
what diflerence foever there be between an 


Heneſt Man and an Hineſt Man, a Man of - 


VVit and a Mc of VYVit, a Stupid and-4 
Stupid Man, 'tis always to them the ſame 
Thing ;. and thofſ=: Diftintions fo nice;and 
uſcful paſs with them for nothing £lſe but 
Trifles, which deſerve not to be taken no+ 
tice of. 

To 
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It To ſhew you however. how. importan® 
n+ | thoſe Differences are to ſuch as will no 
in | venture to diſcourſe at random, 'tis by 
ie | conlidering that all Qualitics, whatſoever 
is 

d 


they be, are dilferent according: to: the 8 
Geniusof thoſe who enjoy them ; that the. * 
Diverſity of the Genius procceds partly % 
h 1 from the. Difference of the Conttitution,-4® 
f } Humour and Education; and as thoſe: 8 
- | Things change, forthe Genius: and Qualis* 
ties. of the Mind take different Forms: - 
'Tis for this Reaſon that Vice or Vertue # 
1 in fome Perſons, has ſomething very ſingu="Xx 
hr which . diſtioguiſhes ir-from rhe ſahi&2)} 
Species of Vice and Vertue in others.::OQne. 
would think their Qualities acquire a par-* 


. 

þ 

; 

, ticular CharaQer- whicks ſeparate them” 
z 

| 


from all others-by the . Piſpoſition-of 'the* 2 
. Mind of thoſe which have them. They te- © 
| in the ſame Name and- general Reſem- * 
4 blance, -and-yet are not the ſame. Weare: 
apt to miſtake in ir, becauſe very often we: Þ 

* have but one andthe ſame Term to expreſs? 
* very different Things ;- whieh males us*: 
| confound them. The Terms of Srupidity* 
or Folly ſexyg to denote th: different Diſpo-"* 
firions of Mind in two Perſons whnchs? 
als for Block-heads or Fools. Neverthe-3 
is the Srwpidicy of the one. is nothing”? 
near the fame with that-- of- the other. 
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” This Tetm may give very different nd : 

& and we are almoſt ſure ro be miſtaken by tho 
* it, if wetake Things literally. Sor 

2.” Thence it often”. happens, that for want lity 


E of knowing what we ſay, we commend ins | ott 
& ſtead of blaming, and that our Elogies prove | ap} 
+ bitter Invetives. He that talks thus with- 
» out knowing what he ſays, whether hg 
>. praiſcs'or iforaiſes, rather ſhews the Dif. 
-.poſtion of his Heart than the Light of his 
- Underſtanding ; ahd we have ſometimes 
= more-Reaſon than we imagine, to attribute, | 
E the Goodor the 1ll-which People ſay-of ug] 
* tothe Goodneſs or Malice of thoſe whos 
+ ſay it, rather than to their Knowledge 
- tho” they - Lir upon thetruth. For -reallys 
”*Yfew - Men -undewſtand cither what is Good 
* -or Whats Evil inc ſelf, and know nothing 
Of ir but what is ſuggeſted by the preſent! 
% Diſpoſition-of-their- Hearts ro which they 
. aſcribe every thing A Man may ſome: 
/ times paſs for a Great Wit, who at another - 
Larime ſhall be thought a Sor, if thoſe Per- 
- Tons come toalter cheir Opinion who once 
ught him a 7:7... We give way to the 
E Paſſions and Motions of -our Heart ; but as 
* for Truth, we ſuffer our- ſelves to be led 
” away from it by ſuch: giddy Notions as 
> make us unſteady, for want of making the 
-Juſt ' differences that. fix"and determine - the 
| Mind. I ob-. 
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I obſerve three different Sorts amons * 
thoſe we call, or that may be call'd Srupih 3: 
Some appear to be ſuch, bur are ſo in reas 
at | liry ; ſome ſeems 1#be ſuch and yer are not - 
+ | others ir ſome degree are Stupid, without - % 
'e | appearing to beſuch. N K 1 
I AH the World agrees, that 'Stapidiry, tas" 
of king this Word in general, is nothing bur”. ; 
{- | aCourſeneſs and heavineſs of Mind; - The 
s | natural Slowneſsof ſome Mens ARions and © 
$ | Diſcourſes makes them juſtly'ipaſs for Sru-" 3? 
e | pid, and their Inſenſibility if moſt Thins 
y {| deſerves ſuch a Judgment to be paſsd-ups-.% 

4 on them. - Enervated by the love of -Eaſe, - ® 
; | which their-Lazineſs makes them+*ſo def 
» rous'of, they fly from'all Buſineſs; frighued* 7 


by the Fear which their m@nneſs of Spirit” 7 
inſpires, they ' decline all-Upndertakings ;j 3 
and are as difficult, to be mov'd, as theys-* 3 
are apt to kave off kn in Action». | 
They never-penetrate"into what one fays © ? 
nor conceive it without a-great-deal of - $ 
troubfe. Their mean Notions, attended- 3 
by groſs and forc'd Expreſſions, haniſh them * 
frem all"Commerce and-humane Soctety .* 4 
They never»enter into Converſation but- 
the - Diſgult they create: in | others, > and" 3 
the Difaſte they have of- themſelves, : foow 23 
bring+«therr back: to thar» obſcure-Idlencit' * 
they prefer before all Things... "IF 


F on py 


» kh as 4 
Ev WS ., 2 , - 4 
IT OP <6 >. oo ere" = . 2 z 
a, «3; 
4 PO os tabs : . . . , 
: ; SEIE<."- % # Y "Is , F » 1, 
lan + Ws rt 
. 


> "A it is one that: ſparkles in his DiC. . 
_ courſe, and makes a mighty noiſe by the 
vivacity of his- Imagination. Whereas the 


. 
. 


* a 
BS 


FE. Stupid, being both: | Dull and Dumb, can 
> neitherſpeak nor anſwer ; his Brain with |' 


much ado receiving the weak Impreſlions. 
of the heavy and pufſillanimous. Animal 
Spirits, produc'd in little quantity from a 
groſs. thick Blood , which circulates but 
flowly* andts, conſequently. never refin'd 
*. " enough.. The ſeveral Ferments- which the 
# Viſcera prepare are more proper to Coagu- 
=. late, than thin ir; and the Nerves being 
» wholly fill'd with thoſe dull and weak Ani: 
" mak: Spirits, want: the Juſt Bent: which is. 
E neccſlary for them to terve as- Organs to. 
-— *the Natural Scmſe and Motions. Which 
” "Motions beigg conſequently bur (lack, the 
= Jinpreſfſiovs which the Soul- receives from: 
= them are accordingly the weaker, the De- 
= figns ſhallower, the Genius. poorer, and. 
the Perſon more Stupid. 


rf XXVL 
+ The ſecond Sort is of thafte who feemr ] 
” - tobe Stupid, and are not. The Error which, 
- molt Men. lie urder on their account is for: 
the moſt part. occation'd by their: faying; 
Liitle, or their - takking/liF; by their being. 
too.hlent, or uſing improper Expretlions.* 

They: 
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Dich. They who talk little and ſeldom do. net-3 
the I, . cher 'move nor delight the Hearers.. They” 3 
the | who expreſs. themſelves ill, offendandtruus 2 
can | ble them. - Neither the one nor the other +2 


© 4 
ley - = 


ith | inſpire agreeable Thoughts, * or give any” 3 
ons | fatisfaRion ;, far therefore from palling fog” 4 


nal 1 Men of Wit, they rather go for Block- * 
12 | - heads. amongft certaiw» People... 107 WE 
ur | may be miſtaken-in-it ; for tho” Siker.ce-be-' # 
n'ds | fometimes a mark of Stupidity; yet. it may” 3 
the | proceed from ſeveraF other Cauſes. 1m* 
zu. | * ſome 'tis a ſign of Timidity,, in- others a5} 
ng | token of Modeſty, in ſome others an effect 
ni: | of Diſtruſt, and upon fome Occaſions it is»; 
is | taken for. an Evidence of Conviction. 'Bue 7 
to. | very often *tis neither Stupidity; nor Con»? 
> | viction, Diftruſt, nor Modeſty ; burrathew*' 7 
he | Prudence and good. Senſe, that” obliges us'*2 
m: ro- Silence,, when we find that the good® 3 
E- Things we would: ſay will not be well. re. 
14,1 liſid;. and thoſe we converſe with:are not” 3 
diſpos'd tor receive them. For we ought® 2 
not to-ufe our Rhetoric at- alt-rimes,. and 
before alb ſorts of Perfonss- YA 
w_ Such a Silence is very judicious,and/ſhows'Y 
h, a-great deal.of Senſe in thoſe who-torbeat: # 
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607 "9" 7; 4 + 3, i ate Part: | 
3 hs fob: that. Reaſon. - Their Eyes are © 
E their Orators ; ; the Afr or Gravity of their ; 
» Countenance; which attends the wiſe mas 
ES of their Words, does ſufficiently 

Cover--the''Solidiry of their Thoughts; | 

- and is{o- much the juſter reproach to our 
Þ Froey ſuperficial#3zs ' that are not diſpoſed J | 
> torccerve them; as this Air is grounded or . | 
; | a modeſt Diſcretion, not Infolence. - | 
Z- We are no lefsdeceividin the Judgmenr: | 
. we make-on thoſe Men which palstor Stu 
* or-at::leaſt for - People of indifferent 
arts, becauſe of the difficulcy they lie un- - 
WE Seneoonprele themſelves. - They have, very 
* ofren the fame Thonghts a Wit may have 
on theſame Subje&; and all the Difference 
T 'thara.4/7t ugters them »with Freedonr 7 
> and Eaſe, whereas the other does it but» 
eto and. withutrouble. . The one rich 
 ircfine Ferms, neither ſtops noe heſitates-m 
' Converſmion ; tize other, poor in Expreſ-: 
=_ but rich in- Thoughts, confounds 
b. himſelf when he talks; :and often is forced. 
>tor give off, Yet.3f he-doeschance-to utter 
"his Nonongtho' with never ſo many blun- 

E gore, we plainly fee. through the Contus | 
b - fon of his Words, what- there is in his - 
| Thougtrs and that the good-Things he-. 

” thus expreſed with. Copfulion,. would have : 
_—_— Charming, . and”. excellent , _ 


bh, 


Wart. 5» Comvoſatite. a2 
” > —_— deliver'd in polite. neat. ExprefS | * 

g. + , FEY 
as }  Letusnot deceiveour ſelves ;: thoſe whor ' 
ly | ralk'ill are very oftenfuch ashavethe beſt "> 
S; | Thoughts. * The Confuſion Which" appears % 
Ir. | intheirDiſcourſe proceeds wholly from the 3 
d J juftneſs'ob their Notions. + They think too: - 
it .} well, co. diſcourſe ſo well, and are only.” 

perplex'd, .becauſe :they do+ not find the 7 
It: force of common Expreſlions comes up- ror, =? 
-+ | - the loftineſs of their Notions; -theſe being” >» 
tf too'noble for their Expreſſions, or their": 
+] Expreſſions tog9:mean- for their Notions. -uþ 
P Their Want' of Uniformity hinders their -* 
> - Coherence, and the ſearch they make aker . 
D more noble Expreſſions, very often leads” 
s 
> 
þ 
| 


them from that plain natural Stile.which w*7 
| moſt-pleafing te the Mind. © As they are 
confin'd within the bounds of a Languages *? 
which” to their Fancy- is not-full enough, +: 
| 'ris impoſſible bur their -Difcourſe muſt bez 7 
» - tray conſtraint. They are too ſolid-in their 23 
| Thoughts, and for that very Reaſon, too» +: 
much crampt in their Expreſſions. "= 

On the contrary the fine Talkers do nov ® 
aways utter. the beſt Things Their Ideas 3 
are very. often as weak, as their Expreſſions... 4 
are delicate; and 4his great facility..of Ex 
preſhon is ſometlmesa feriible Sign.of the -3 
Pogornels. of : thets.Genius#.. As:they- coms ® 

| prehend3 


. p , 2 WR, * "*Þ —_ - 5 
4 "oo ay | —_— * > F A F : 
Re. i = > "_—_ - Av - : . :  & 
bY #44 — . 4 % - bed” . 
{£ * . " o 


have more than is requiſite, and 'twere 


> as they have the Skill to-make their Expreſ- 
© fions cafie and agreeable, fo they, fnake' 2 
\ falſe Eloquence their chief Buſineſs. They 
- ralk forthe pure fake of talking, and very 
| often utter Things of no weight : Which 


| witlr the emptineſs he finds under a fine: 
E 
© Tances. _ 

L If we judge of it by the Outlide only;: 


> Characters of Frz;- The one is thought 

Sprightly, becauſe it eafily diſcovers-it elf, 
- and under agreeable appearances, the other 
- js condemn'd as Stupid, becauſe ir cannor 
# fhew it (elf with eafe, and. ſprightlinels.. 
=. But in the bottom this does not tall thorr: 
 - of the other; ſince a1 of this Character 
” may have at leaſt-as ſtrong an Imagination; 
» and pcrhags. more rcgular.. His Brain 18: 


W / 


4 
ks 


tle, and never dive into the bot. 
tom of Things, ſo they never want Words | 
to-exprefs their few, Conceptions. They} 


+ * 40 be wiſh'd they were not fo fluent ; for. 


SK enough for them; becauſe their feeble- 
| Ideas are ſoon unravell'd ; and there needs- 
”  no-great Efforts for fo- trifling. a buſineſs. 
But a Man of Jaye cannot he fatisfied- 


; 'Superficies. On'the contrary he is often- | 
Rilzulted, for not-finding the good Things3$ | , 
= he in vain fearch'd after under thoſe appea- * 


we are apt to. miſtake grolly ,in thoſe two- 
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very likely. of as good a Conſtitution, and*E 
his Animal yy have their requiſite Qua.. -* 
licies in a ſuthcient Quantity.. Bat he has- © 
the misfortune not to'be abje ro- turn or , 
diſpoſe thoſe Spirits towards thoſe Parts of © ; 
the Bram where they oughe- to run to fin 
the ſtrong Expreſſions heſtands in need of.. © 
And, had he that Power, he would turn 
them perhaps to no purpoſe, becauſe "rhe =® 
order of the Fibres of ' his Brain would "be- 
found ſo- made in thoſe Parts, that the Spi-- * 
rits'cannot make a free Paſſage, nor beat- ©: 
themſelves cafie Paths.. For which Reaſon*# 
when they are puſh'd and preſs'd, they are 7 
oblig'd,. either tro make ſome Effort toforce-® 
the Obſtacles, or to-rurn Mid feel. long: - 
other Paſſages. This puts all'into difordef,.” 
and cauſes aConfution;-which ſeems ro be- 
in the Mind and Imagination, tho'"in ef-- * 
fe& very. often in the Words: and Dil-- * 
courlſe.: 4 
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If- thoſe Perfons ſeem ro be Stupid and 
are not ſo, there are others; without ap-* 
nearing to be ſo,. come extreamly near ir. - Z 
Theſe are nor fo {yenr as the others. 
They ralk when they find an Opportunity,.s 
and:'allo expreſs*hemtelvcs finently alas 
with.caſe ;, but whatever they. fay, or & 
: COULIE 
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is Arts of, they only report what they have? 
read or heard, and produce nothing 'of 
- their own. They ſay nothing here buy). 
> what they have heard-elſewhere, and' as | or 
” © they caſily rethin what __ hear, they Fes 1Vv 
& peat a hundred times the lame things,- is { 57 
, they find as. many Opportunities. They - 
”= tire. thoſe who have the Barience-to hear it 
& them, and would -be: much: concern'd o 
A ſhould they :omit *the leaſt Circumſtance. U 
= They deliver every Thing:-as they learn w- ga 
E. it, even-the moſt" frivolous and uſeleſs ;; g 
@. careful toremember Trifles, asingapabl of | 
” remarking good Thingss T 
 Wearc ſeldom deceiv'd in-them'; for" 
-? being tireſom and tedious 'tis impollible | 
Xo ſhould be liſted-among the Wits. To % 
4 their goed Memory they owe he Quality \ 
of Stupzd by which they. may be denomina« 
” ted, becauſe in Effe& they-are ſo in ſome 
J degree, and make a Species of them. | 
An: ancient Grecian has with Reaſon- 
2» lookt upon an intfre Defect of Memory to” | t 
* be a Sigir of :Stupidity. Had he bur tumn'd* } 1 
> bis Eycs on the oppoſite fide, he would have - \ 
( 
1 
{ 


oat y remark'd, that there is alfo a kind 
of Stupigity which nearly-follows too good - 
> a-Mcmory.- If. ſome Men be ſo-Stupid-as * 
- to-forger every Thing, there: 25e others-B0 - 
"les Stupid, tor retaining. ali- they —_ ac - 
poly, 


F Part. © i» Converſation. 6 "4 
"| hear. If the Memory fails in thoſe, it is 
ſo full and ſo prefent to theſe, thar It leaves 
them not the Liberty to think of what they 
> | ought, *nor ſomerimes oF what they wou'd. 
« | Which may paſs under the Notion of Stu- 
pidity. | - 
1 Tormake this clearer, I find my ſelf ob- 
lid to give'my Sentiments-on the Subject = 
of Memory; -and to ſpeak of its EffeQts md 7 
Uſes. Which will not be altogether incon- 2 
gruous , becauſe erroneouſly Men often 
give it the Title of Yr, tho" it has no- 
thirig whictr renders it worthy of that-Ho- 
4. nour. , | | | "nt 


| 0.09.9 / t 
{| Expericnce proves a/good Memory ae” 21 
| band-To ' he to be Amof inconſiſtent 5, ' = 
and that-thoſe who are fo very happy ia _ 
their Memory, are not very often to in | 
their Fudgments. 
Reaſon alſo agrees with” Experience in 44a 
this, and will not ſuffer us to doubtof this *; *® 
* | Truth; for 'tis certain thatto judge» wellz _ -- 
we muſt know the Thing we wonld*Judge 
| of; that we muſt by conſequence” examine . | 
it; fee -whiat is proper and ſuirable roirt, and 3 
what is-not, compare-if with thoſe an; of : 


| trowhich it may Wave ſome Relation ; to - . x 
4. diſcover in whart ir reſembles, andwhereih 
| n-differs from them. But 
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But to be xpablc of doing thts, we mu } 
be in a Condition to perceive the. Ideas Þ wt 
which anſwer to the Things we examing, | fib! 
We muſt have a ſufficient Capacity of Mind, | wt 


to comprehend ſeveral Things at the ſame [I an 
time; and not be encumber'd by others | fet 
'. Which have narelation to them. We muſt | th 
be able to turn and wind them on every | {1 
ſide, and behold them. in every Form. In | ar: 
a word, we ought to have the Mind Free, | th 
and the Judgment Sound. Now this Free- | fe 
dom of Mind and Soundneſs of Judgment, | w 


'- Js not to be tound in thoſe. who have. Pt 
4; purall os ol A 9g 3d M | , : 6.0 
hs SAwiiCit a1 iu BUU a EMOry. TE | bl 
« They have their Brain ſo difpos'd, as to} © 
©... © geceive profound Impreſſions of Things 'Y m 
- -*thatpkeaſc it; and thote Impreſſions do-nov' |} 


ealily wear out. ,,Their Animal Spirits are} rc 

ſtrong enough, and ſufficiently agitated'to 

make thoſe Impreſſions;;.. and their Conſti- 

X tution of Brain is proper to. preſerye them;. 

” - when once made.. Theſe Spirits make | 7 

© themfclves free Paſſages in the Brain, and'Þ þ 

b iſe yery ofteg_ without interrupting their} 

1 aurſe.. The very Impreſſions form'd by I x 
þ 
c 
| 


the Courſe of theſe Spirits are made in great 
Number in a very little time, ſo far from” 
confounding each -other, that on the cons - 


4 ; «rary they join togetheg-with a kind of Qr- | 
> d@dcrandaccrain Diſpoltion of Pars, Fay. - i 
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T' by the Unian. of th& Soul and- the Body» 
2s | which is as admirable as *tis incomprehen. -- 
e. {| fible, the Mind receives the Ideas of” Things 
d, 4 which anſwer to thoſe Impreſſions ; it ſees, 
ie | and is pleas'd with them. They even pre- 
rs | fent themſelves to it in the ſame Order that 
&t J the Impreſſions imprinted\in the Brain pre- 
y | ferve..: And, - becauſe thofe Impreſſions 
a | are deep 'and not eafily raz'd © our, and 
2 | that the Animal . Spirits may run into 1t 
» | ſeveral times without hindrance, the Ideas 


which anſwer to it ought alſo to return and 
J preſent themſelves very -often ar ſeveral 
1 times. Herein we-may make the Memory. 7 
{ | to conbſ}; which is cſteeni'd* ſo-much the - 5 
'] more happy , as it preſerves whatever is-” © 
committed-to it,, andrhe more faithfully-t& © 3” 


= W 
_ 


o 


" repreſents.it as Occaſion ſerves. 


þ > + of 

But; if we confider the narrow Bounds 
and {mall Extent of our Underſtanding, 
"$ how large ſoever our Vanity makes them, 
"{ we may eaſily perceive, that a Man whoſe 
Brain'freely receives ſtrong Impreſſions he 
long time preſerves, is not really in x Con- 
_ dition'to receive any of thoſe which are as - 

ſoon effac'd as made, to make room for - - 
j others ready to follow them, and whiclt 
muſt alſo yield their Place to new Cer 
| they 
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=” they come, to the endrhat rhe Mind atten- 
.»- tive, asT have faid, rodifferent Ideas, ar thg 
fame time thoſe different Impreſſions are Þ. to 
> made, may ſee them as it were paſs by fuc- 
-, Ceſſively, to know which it ought ro-Join, |, 6 
> and which it ought to ſeparate ; or-which | «| 
& 3'much the fame Thing, to judge of theny +] | 
& as well as of the Things they repreſent. | þ 
"2 He will, 'I *fay, find it very difficult, if tl 
= he has made ſome uſe of his Memory, to v 
” baniſh from his Mind a mighty Number of | q 
Ideas it Crowds in upon him, to apply hime . | * 
ſel ſolely ro thoſe he ought to conſider... | x 
There-wiff always intervene either falſe or - 
different ones from the Subje&, that wilt” 
” 3a to-diftarb him, and which mixing'' ]Þ 
*unſcaſonably with” the firſt, will break all J | 
his Deſigns, and take" from him the Liberty. 
' 
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of- Judgment, by the Confuſion: they'll oc- 
caſion in his Mind. | 
| Does it-not ſometimes happen, that a+ 
- , Word read or ſuggeſted,” puts us upon a 
Diſcourſe we had utterly forgot ? that we 
rxemember.a proper Name difhcultto recall, 
by:0nle-Feeing the firſt Sylable ? that ons 
”  Feathre of a [Man's Face brings afreſh mto: . 
> our Minds another which-reſembles it 2 "tise _ 
but determining for that the Animal Spi-' 
> rits to ſome Motion ; which of themſclves 
* Take that-Courſe which is moſt PR ; 
them; 
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| them ; and ſo diſpoſe our Mind to follow # 
them, and fix upon'the Ideas they diſcoyes + 
| [Oo -1T —_— 
+ The ſame Thing. happens to Men of t00 | # 
| good a Memory, almoſt upon. all Occaſions + % 
h | of Diſcourſe and Converſation. They have 3 
y'f no ſooner Caſt their Eyes upon one. Thing, 
. - | but their Memory repreſents to chem ano- - 
f | ther, which becauſe it has ſome Likeneſs In 
with rhe firſt, is got however the Thing in © 
queſtion 3 and not having at that inſtant ©® 
the free Liberty of diſcerning, they. ſuffeg 
themſelves ro be drawn whither the Animal :% 

pirits take their unexpected Courſe, Which © 
being more free and caſy that way than any 


other, become ſo rapid, that in vain would ©. 3 
they endeavour to retain them, ſhould they "8 
perceive their Error. Thus always. inter. '* 
rupted and rambling, they never comg. to © # 
the Point. Their Judgments are falle, and * 
Arguments imperfe&t. Attention ſo neceſ» 2 
fary to all Men to inform themſelves. of 
Things, and comprehend what they ' are, 
yery often ſerves, but. to make them more _ * 
re in diſpoling their Minds to Errol 
'-| and Falſhood,and fo leading their Thoughts 2 
"| from the SubjcR in hand. -h- 
| For a Proof of my Aſfrtion, I need ng 5 
other Inſtance, but{uch Men-as-have taken 
more Care ro cakivate their Memories Vip -4 
hr ae: their +} 
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with Stories and, Relations, which being 


Hearers, and makes them loſe the natural 
Connexion of the Diſcourſe, or fo changes 


"Tis in vain for one to expect they ſhould 
reſume the: Thread of their Subje&, who 
do not ſo much as think orf't, becauſe, ſup- 


> fooner finiſh'd one Story, but they endeg; 
= - vour to crowd in another, which immedi, 


yet do. not anſwer the Intent. But, if 
* they ſeem to touch again at what was firſt 
 propos'd, tis but en paſſant, As little able 


>” ditces. This is that which I think I may 
#. Call one Spccics of 'Stupidity, and to be res 
ally Srupid in ſome manner, withour af- 
& pearing to be ſo. : 
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. their Minds. *Tis very uſual with them * 
when they” talk, . to fill their Converſation. 


- pleaſantly turn'd engages the Minds of the 


the Order of ir, that it is no more the ſame, 


ported by their Memory, they have n& 


= arely leads them to a third, if they find the 
> - Company in the leaſtdiſpos'd ro hear them, 
= For thoſe Gentlemen have never done, and. 


- to Judge, as excellent ar Reciting, they do . 
not Argue, -or elſe they Argue very ill; 
and amuſe you only with Tales and Abſur- 


Fv ,What hinders Men the moſt trom-ſeeing-.. 
© this DefcR, isa certatn Education too com> | 
| mon / 
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things which may ſerve to plea 
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| in Converſation. oz Þ 
mon in the World, even amongſt thoſe ** 
who think themſelves the moſt Ingeniqus: 
They are more additted to read than make 
Reflections, and particularly to read thoſe 
Books which' pleaſe and delight more than 
Inſtruct. They form to themſelves a fine 
Idea of Knowledge and Learning, by en- 
deavouring.to read every Thing, and to 
retain all they read, but principally rhoſe 
e or diſtin- 
guiſh them in Company, as Poetry, Hiſtory, 
reat Exploits, Genealogies, witty Jeſts, 
and the like, for in reality, thoſe Things 
infinitely pleaſe, and though very often they 
no not diſtinguiſh the uſcful from the uſe- 
leſs part of them, provided they rake a pro- 
per time to recite them, they may hope ro 
gain the Minds of 'moſt Men, to prepoſleſs 
them, and by this means obtain their 
Eſteem. So that if a natural Diſpoſition 
draws Men of good Memory into the afore- 
ſaid Errors, the Pleaſure they find, andthe - 
Pride they take in them does” not a little 
contribute to confirm *'em therein. And 
we are not ſurpris'd, that even thoſe who 
have riot this Gift of Nature, endeavour-to 


* cultivate their Memory to the Prequdice of 


their Mind, and fill ic with a vaſt Number 


of Fats heap'd the one upon the other, 'ro 


uſe upon Occafion to-gain the TY 4 
| : 0 


pens, that we ate more willing to hear. 
thoſe who relate-a_Story, than thoſe who 
argue or diſcuſs a Point, and that our can- 
verſation runs moſt upon Recitals. But 
well know that by this very Thing Men of 

ood Memories are diſtinguiſh'd, and that 
they ſer too great a Value upon themſelves 
for it. | 
oblig'd to be filent ; and all the Company 


turns and liſtens to them. "They are thew 


only. Men taken notice of ; *ris not civil to 
interrypt 'em, bur a.ſign.of Folly and Levi- 
ty. not to. be attentive ; and we conſtantly: 
extol and praiſe, them. 
chooſe but be pleas'd.? and why ſhould not 
others endeavour to excell the ſame way? 
They 8: in the Hearts and Minds, arid are 


reckon d ingenious Men, in ſpight of good” 


Senſe, as alſo of thoſe who have a greater 


Eſteem for. it than Memory. 'Tis ſuch an 


Allurement ta the intirely cheriſhing of this, 
and. abandoning the other, that they ren- 
der themſelves incapable of making a right 
Uſc of it. | ». 29 
. A good Memory, I muſt confeſs, is a 
nughry Help, and, ſuch as deſerves-to, be 
rank'd amongſt the good Qualifications of 


an 


” of thoſe who highly applaud a good Me 
mory, and are delighted with Narrations. , 
. I do not here examine whence it hap- 


They diſcourſe when others. are_ 


How can they - 


Part I. in Converſation. 73 
an ingenious Man, There are a Thouſand 
Occations where we can do nothing with- 
out it 3 it being not only advantagcons ro 
us ; \- but alſo 'abſolutely®*necellary. The 
Miſchief is, that we can ſcarce enjoy this 
Quality, but we in ſome manner negle& 
| the Judgment, which is, much more pre- 
ferable. Let Men then if they pleaſe ſtudy 
the Perfection of their Memory, I conſent 
to it, provided they fake. more carg of their 
Minds ;: let *em: exerciſe that , -provided 
they make more uſe-of this. Happy are 
they who have a juſt regard both for the 
one. and the, other. Bur, by way of 
Caution, if one minds it well, *ris infinitely 
better to render one's ſelf capable of judg- 
ing, than remembring well ; and I hold it 
for a certain Maxim, that good Senfe may 
in ſome Occaſions ſupply the want of Me- 
F mory ; whereas the extraordinary Talent 
of Remembring cannor on any Occaſion» 
ſupply the want of good Senſe. 
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Imagination;' as I have made it appear, k 

is not that which makes a Man of Fudgment. 
'Tis plain Memory does it lefs.'. We then 

$ unjuſtly give them that fine Tihg ind” ris 
in vain The Wir extols-and' gh, cues its felf 
for the ſame, for lince all the pretended Ex- 
E ccllency 


..cetlency of his Genius..conſiſts wholly in F - 
-theſe two Faculties, he ought .to confink 
:-himſelf there, and not artribure to himſe# 
what belongs n&#t-ro him, nor give himſ@. 
out for what he is not. Yer we muſt allow 
this to moſt Men's Shame, that' if a Wi 
deceives and impoſes on us in Converſatio 
-*ris as much occaſion'd by the Prepoſlefſion 
of the Hearers, as: by the Talent of the 
Speaker, -wha being flatter'd: ( as has been 
already obſerv's.) with a ſecret Pride, as 
..the Hearers are drawn away by a ſenſible; > 
Pleaſure, are :both miſtaken , tho' they? Fo 
.touch one another unſeen. They wiſh fax” 
one another's Company, and none are mort 
joyful than they when rogether, becauſe} 
the Pleaſure they reciprocally afford ww} "a 
.cach other, not for any Light or Inftruds 
gns they communicate. 
I do not pretend by this to change famb $ *P 
«liar Diſcourſes and common Converſation} * 
into Philoſophical Conferences, or Sch Anti 


of Learning. Any thing that favours of Þ ; 
Inſtruction is offenſive in Converſation, and 2s 


nothing appears fo inſupportable in. it 3 
the Liberty ſome People take of preſcrh | *® 


bring Rulesto all the World. 1 pity ſuch} 
as fall un*.the .hands of Men, who wah 7 
the Air &,chool-Maſter will indertake} ; 

to teach chem. We mult break off, =s 


Pact 7» Converſattor. us 

\# fly the Converſation of thoſe who Dog-. 

\& matize On every Thing ; ſuch aDomineer- 
ing Method being apt to make the Mind re- 
bell. But, I am forc'd te fay it, there is 
not a, leſs Inconvenierice in the other Ex- 
tream , and I believe that if we would en- 

oy the Pleafure of Converſation as delicate 

Wits, we ſhould alſo take an Advantage of 

It as reaſonable Aer. 

There' is nothing *in my Opinion, that 
dpoils ſo much: the Judgment of a Geftle- 
man, as his delighting too much in a falſe 
I Pelicacy. Tis nouriſhing one's (elf with 
Mears of little Subſtance ; and how agree- * 

-able ſoever they may be to the Palate, they 
:are certainly too light for Uſe. "That which 

pleaſes moſt the Mind, is not what contri- 
tbutes the moſt to the inſtructing it. We 
ought to diſtruſt thoſe who fupply and fill 
up Converſation with fo much Vivacity 
and Fineneſs, and ought to dread the falling 

:nto ſuch_nice Company 43 much as Mari- 

* ners do Rocks. If I did net know- how _ 
caly it were to diſcover the'wretched Empti- *S 
"neſs and Vanity of ſuch Converſation, 1 
would farther enlarge my ſelf upon it to 
give-you an exat Deſcriprion of ir. Bur 
1ts Faults being daily ,cxpos'd to the Eyes of - 
all the World, 1 ſhalf' nor inſiſt upon ſhew- 
10g what is but too much in fight, Twill 
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ſuffice for the Concluſion of this Parr, to Y Op 
remark two or three of thoſe principal D& J knt 
feats, being as it were. the Fountain $ " Itcl 
all others, and the moſt common to ow fro! 
Wits. |  Y ſpe 
Þ bir 

XXXIII. - be 


The Freedom of Converlation d snat | rea 
exclude Bounds and Rules. *Tis a Come |} anc 


merce of Thoughts and Words; and a | 
good Order and Method is as neceffary rg Þ fer 
carry,on that Comtmerce as any other ; we rati 
. Iught ro receive and return it with ſong} wil 
fort of Harmony. But a Wir, who! is BY Out 
ready to judge as to diſcourſe, decides ime } Wi 
.nediatcly every Thing, and anſwers before oth 


he has well heard what was ſaid, His V-J AF 
vacity tranſports him ; and by the very firſt } fot 
Advances he makes, we may perceive he's 4 #! 
- going t00 faſt. Thus Converſation becomes 


a Club of Noiſe and Chattering, where ' Tet 
Men talk a great dcal, and fay litle to the fo! 
purpoſe. --F Pro 

In the ſecond place, the Juſt diſtruſt mo- 1 
dceſt Men have of their Notions, maks 4 On 
them conſider 'em before hand, after whichF Lin 
they utter thoſc they think moſt reaſonably} tog 
and keep the others to themſelves. Such F the 
Men offer nothing raſtly. Bur a ir, fall Co! 
vf limfelf, and a great Admirer of his ava F mo 


Opinions] * 


+: 4 Part L. ih Converſation, * 7 
I Ovinions, cannot forbear uttering all he - 
knows, and talking of every Thing. This 
" Ttchi of ralking proceeds for the moſt pars 
from an inſatiable Defire of having Peophe 
ſpeak advanfageoully of him ; and the Am- 
I birion of being eſteem'd, which would not 
| be perhaps an Imperfcction in another, 1s 
really ſo in him, becauſe he is immoderate, 
and his PridEts the Occaſion of ir. 
In the third place, a Man who 1s a Ma- 
| ſter of #t never boaſts much of it ; but is 
rather for valuipg that of other Men, and 
wiſely knowing that we do not love to be * ; 
out-done ; but principally in ingenuity ard 
4 Wir, if he finds he has any Advantage over - 
JF others, he modeſtly hides their want of ir. 
} Am is ignorant of thoſe Maxims, or can- 
hot make uſe of them. He will engroſs /,, 
Wit to himſelf, and earneſtly wiſhes that 
all other Men were Fools; and as in his: 
(Temper he is apt to ſcorn and derideorhers, 
ſo he lights every Thing which is not the 
Product of his own Brain, 

In ſhort, every*Thing, and Converſari- 
on among the reſt, ought ro have its juſt 
Limits. We are to live, not to be always 

F together. As too long a' Retirement dulk 
'F the Spirits, ſo roo frequent a keeping of 
Company is apt to dillipate 'em ; and the 
moſt ſolid Mind may be weakned by a 
iS E 3 O 


| 


heavy Bodies which have no Strength or 


Vigour, for want of Exerciſe; and y the 
ſpent, 


other, like thoſe that are waſted and 


for want of Reſt. But a ir flies at all, and' 


takes as much Pains to ſhew himfelf as the 


Stupid does to conceal himſelf; Always wan-. 


dring, unſerled, and forward to appear, he 


beſtows himſelf upon allforts of Men, be-. 
cauſe he can't enjoy himſclf.. Happy if- 
content with himſelf, as much as many o-. ] 


thers are with him, he had not the Conver- 


ſation of certain cold and referv'd Men to+ 


fear, who neither make roo much haſte, not 


plex rhemſelves, but always give them- 


elves the leifure to examine Things b 


Reaſon, rather than be ſurpris'd and ſeduc'd | 


by the Senſes... 
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. of them. By the one ic becomes like thoſe 
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| 
A" L Witty Compoſtions may be re- 
duc'd ro the Thrge following Heads, - 
viz. Poetry,” Ofatory, or Hiſtory, For I ſup-. 
pote a Man of Wt deligns to paſs either for 
' A Poet, an Orator, or an Hiſtorian. : 
If he's a Poer, and has a happy Talent in* 
that fort of Poerry he pretends to, I know-* 
. nothing that ſooner gains him the Chara-" 
Rer he ſo much affes, 1 mean that of Wir, 
| that recommends and ſets him off to more 
'$ Advantage, than this fingle Qualification: 
A few Stanzas, an Ode, or a Poew, made 
and approv'd of ' by certain Perſons, at a ® 
happy jun&Eture, and in ſome certain Cir- 
cumſtances, have ſeldom fail'd to intitle 
him to the Name of a V7, to diſtinguiſh { | 
him from the common Herd, *and to pro« * . 4 
; Cure him an honourable Place among the |. 3 
Vis in ſome famous Academies. — > 
| E -4 Poetry” © 
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Quality; and I may venture once more to 


athrm ic after have told my Reader what I. 
ks underſtand by that Term. — 
© , If we reſpect only the Scnſes, *and. their 


Pleaſures, the Imagination, ard its Charms, 


-* the Pallions and their Motions; a good 


Peet, 1 confeſs, is really ineſtimable ; be. 


Of. W' 17 Part TE” 
Poetry has wonderful Charms, and of all Y 
the different Branches of Yr, that' of a # 
go0d Poetis the moſt agreeable,and moſt ta: 
king: For which Reaſon I readily own it © 
better deferves this Name than any other 


, 


cauſe amongſt the, other Pleaſures of the: | 


Mind, the Talent of Poetry is the moſt ex- 
quiſite, <ſpecially to Perſons of a delicate 
Fancy. ; 

Bur if we will guide our felves by our 
Reaſon and its Deciſions, this Quality be- 


comes on a ſudden contemprible ; the pre- -. 


tended Charms and Excellencies of a Poets 
Wit being-like thoſe: dull heavy Beauties 
we look on with Inditference. 


II, 


Befgge we determine any Thing in this \ 


Matter, we muſt firſt conſider, whether we 


mean to cxamine the Thing in it (clf, .or in 


Relation to our ſclves, whether we deſign 
our Pleaſure, or Trath. After which we 
may take which ſide we pleaſe, cither that 


of 
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4J of Imagination or Reaſon, the Senſcs or the 


4. their Fancy 


* Mind, which are Things altogether oy; - 
fire. We ought"to leave Imagination to 
the:Poets and,gheir Fawourers. Let us allow 
never ſo Lively, Vaſt and 
Charming to a Wonder, they may paſs for 
VVits indeed ; We how can the greateſt 
Part of them pretend to the: Character of 
Men of Fudgment, who reaſon weakly, and 
whoſe: Knowledge is narrow and ſcanty ? 
By conſequence they are not ſo worthy as 
we think them of the Admiration of ra- 
tional Men, nor of the eſteem? of the 
Learned. 

I ſay the greateſt part of them, for the 
Rule is not without Exception: I khow 
fome who aredo happy; as to jointhe Dcli- 
cacy of Fancy with an eXcellent Fudgment, 
the Solid with the Agrecable. But I ſpeak 
in general, the Mind in Poetry wanders and 
roves,and a ſolid Fudgment can hardly recon- 
cle ir {elf to the Liberties of Pcetry. 

There+is nothing comparable ro the 
Trouble a warm'd Imagination occafiors ir 
a Poets Mind 2? nothing Can” equal the Cor 
fion caus'd in it by the delicate Pleaſut + & 
feels and makes others ſenſible of. 

When-a Poet has for ſome time ſtrand 
himſelf to bring forch excellent Notiems 
upon his Subj in. hand ; when he Haus 

E 5 often -* 
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—_ <4 
often pur. his thoughts upon the Rack, to þ- 
find a Peoper Expreſſion. or a Rhyme ; f 'F 
he will but refle& on the Impreſſions which+: 
are form'd in his Brain, Md the Images : 
they repreſent, where. is then the Liberty 
of. his Mind 2 and w ſe can he make + 
of it ? If he-meditates, he creeps ;; if he. | '« 
examines, . he falls.. He muſt neceſlarily + | - , 
abandon himſelf wholly to his Imagination, , | x 
and its. Flights; he muſt puſt-ic forward, | |} 
and. follow. it lote.” . For, the more it s . | , 
heated, the loftier the Thoughts ſeem to be, , | | 
\ 
I 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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the, more-.it is kept up; the nobler ate the *i 
Expreſſions, :. 6 

warnnnonn Se{antem levia, nerui * 

Deficiunt animigue ; profe(/ug grandia,turget 5 

Serpit bumi, tutu nimium,timiduſq; procel[e. . 
We muſt then ſubdue our-Reaſon, if Ima-: 

ination muſt. rale; weaken the one, to'»Ff 

ortifie the other ; for we cannot put them» 
inthe ſame Degree, nor place.chem. in the! 
fame Rank. —_ 


's - ho 

: being the principal bufineſs of a Poet-" 
aint well, and make lively Images of 
it he conceives, he muſt be as much, if-z 
more, imploy'd'in the ſearch.of Words,, | | 
their : Meaſure ,. than the . nature of: 
ngs. . The ſtronger the. Expreſſion uy 
the. 
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*1. the more lively” and agreeable is the Im- 
F groom it makes.- He muſt therefore ſtrain 
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imſelf ro humour a ſtrong Imagination ra- 
ther than conſplt juſt 'and good Reaſon, 


and rather aim ar lively Repreſentations, - 


than right and ſolid” Judgment. : 
, *Tis the Property of the Mind to ip- 
ſtru& and inlighten, and of the Imagina-" 


' tion to rouch and*delight; as that- of the- 


Paſſions to move. If a Poer does not pleate, 


he's infipid; if he does not move, he's 


cold. He muſt therefbre' he ronch'd' firſt 
himſelf, and mov'd by the veryPaſliorr he 
wou'd excite. Paſſions are commonly 
mov'd by Paſſions, and Motions caus'd by 
the like Motions. We then ought to Con- 
fider a Poet mov'd, rouch'd; and troubl'd 
as" many ways as he has Sentiments to Ex 
preſs, and Motions to follow ; and by a 
neceſſary Conſequence, always depriv'd of 
chat Force and Liberty, in which alonethe 
mL Perfection of -his Mind con- 

$;- ; | 

Far from” preſerving lis: Own, he mult . 
depriveothers of theirs, to pkaſe them and 
make himſelf admir'd. : It is -not allowa- 
bte- in 2-Poet to be indifferent. He muſt 
either Charm, or*Diſguſt, Excel, or Creep ; 
there 19 ne Medium: I believe it procceds 
fronvthis,- that a-Poer who means to gain 
Ap: 


- 604 , 

"> Applauſe, ought not to givehis Mind leis + 
ſure to -know it ſelf, nar his Reaſon the 
time to examine, Verſes ought to move, 
and-raviſh, every time we read.or. hear 
themread. If they do nof}, bur leave our 
Minds free, Reaſon will ſoon enter, which 
for the moſt part not }finding any thing in 
them worthy its Conſideration, deſpiſes 
" the Terms, and laughs at their fine Order 
and Gingling. The Imagination finds. not 
its ſatisfaction in them, Reafon much leſs, 
Thus every Thing languiſhes, and the Poet | 
1s Cry'd down. RE. 5 


Non ſatis ſt Pulchra eſſe premata, dulcia 
femnto 5 . 
Et quocunq; volent animum Auditoris a= 
gunto. r 
Not but Men may fo write, that Reaſon 
may have as great a Share as Imagination, 
and that the Readers may find wherewith- . - 
all.co exerciſe the one, as well as {atishe the 
other. There are Men of that excellent 
Genius, who at the ſame time Pleaſe and 
Inſtruct, move and Inlighten ; but this is 
fo extraordinary, and 'tis{o difficult to keep 
s Order, that a Poet finds it more his Ad- 
> vantage to, overthrow it, in giving a free 
ſcope toImzginatien, and liitle to Reaſon. 
It 
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"Pare H. in Books. 85-4 
It hr, generally ſpeaking, to be with © 
1 Verſes 5p. vi the Beams fb Sun, which 
7 we cannot ſtedfaſtly look on without being 
ff dazzled by them. The numbkr of paſlio« 
' | nate is much greater than that of mode- 
rate Men, and a Poet who has the Secret 
to move, ,and to inſpire great Thoughts, 
| ſhall always paſs for a good Poer. Bur if 
| he be norfo to all the World, 'tis becauſe 
the Diſpoſttions of the Brain in all Men - 
are not the ſame, and that-their Minds are : 
not equally affe&ed with the ſame Things. 
In thofe Things - which depend - ſolely on © 
good Senſe, 'tis purely Want- of Under- 
ſtanding which makes that diſpleaſe one 
Man which is approved by another. Bur 
in what depends on Imagination, if Men 
do not agree, 'tis becauſe fome have a fain- 
ter, or a different Reliſh of Things, than 
others. Reaſon is always One, and Pure ; 
= the Senſes are almoſt every where Dif. 
b ercit.. - 


1 I'V. 


Thoſe who only write to move the Paſl;- 

ons, how agreeable ſoever their Pegfor-* 5 

mance be, muſt not expe to be approv'd, A 

ol by all the World ; nog even” by thol&** 

who wholly Judge by their Paſſions. We ©" 
have a great Inſtance of it in the Judg- 

_ ments 2 
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— * The Agegs ſo Fantaſtical, chat Menwhs-* 
reject” all-manner of Rules, only to apply* * 
themſelyes to what pleaſes and flatrers their - ' 
Imagination; ©.have fometimes deſpis'd Ra- 
cine, as delicate, -and= as infinuaring a Ports 
as he is, and cannot-ehough eſteem Cor 
— eille who commands” and inſtruas them: - 1 
& Men that flic fronr every Thing that re- 1 
* Quires Approbafion, thar® cannot reliſh a - 
z- moral and imperious CharaGer both roge- «| + 
ther, who -eannot ſuffer before their Eyes |. | * 
Examples they cannot fullow,” nor Actions'- 
they cannot imitate, are the firſt to prefer *_ ] 
the Works of 'Cirneite, before thoſe of Ra- 
'6ine: Tho' the CharaRter of the laſt is moſt-! | 
natural, expoſing only*the Idea of Motions-- 
we our ſelves follow; and -ſee followed by-- 
others; ſerting before'our Eyes thoſe AQi- 
ons we find our ſelves capable of, and to-* 
which we are naturally inclin'd. We alſo - 
ice Corneille-.crown'd with Lawrels by thoſe 
who are angry-and diſguſted with the leaſt 
Fault in Ae abgoape : Who loveonly that 
 . whick delicately -moves;. whilſt they can - 
+ ſ{careely-ſay* one- favourable Word of Ra- 
+ cine, who isrich in his Thoughts, corret- 
in-his Expreſſions, and -who - Flatters and- 
Phaſes; 
bh: 64 Bur - 
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But if we conſider, that the” Pa . 
which are the ſame in all Men,::are not of - 
.the ſame: Force in all; that there” are go« 
verning and predominant. Paſltians, which” 
however do! not always Rule and upon all 
Occaſions inthe Hearts of thoſe they poſe + 
ſeſs ; that-rhere are others which for atime 
\.]  uſurp their. Place, which infpire new Sen- : 
| riments,- and-. give” another. Proſpe& 


of- _ 
& Things; we ſhall not+be- aftoniſh'd that "v5 
: þ thoſe who now are Charm'd with  thaxg-.*7 
\ . Which Tickles and Flatters, at another Time 2 
are only touch'd: by that whick' ſurpriſes.” -* 
The Paſſion for the Sublime; -and Noble © 
Stile, prevails then over--the-Moving and-* 

- Pathencal._ The Sofr-an& Tender Expreſli- - 
ons yield to the Sublime and Lofty, till on-- 
fome other Occafion it* refumes its firſt 7 

| Place, and-makes way for -its oppoſite Sen-- _ © 
p riments:. | | "a 
The Spirit” of Grandevr in moſt of the = 7% 

Works of Corneile, makes a far deeper Im-+* 
preſſion-on ſome Men--when diſpos'd for it, - * 
| than: the Tenderneſs' which is infpir'd in + ” 
| them bythe Writings: of-Ratine; and. on » 


the-contrary .in-the Mindvof a great many*”; 
others,..or indeed. of -them(ſklves ax- another,” * 
Time, the Flattering*.and.T?nder: Stile of © 
Ritine,. ſhall be infinitelp:eſteem'd befare:: * 
| the Loftineſs-of- Corneille.:- . 
Alt”. 


L 


«= 
> - - All Men are of a different Temper; and 

- the Temperament in each Man is not al- 
ways the ſame as to every Thing. The 
Blood andthe Spirits are diſpos'd in' ſome 
otherwiſethan-in others, and receive great 
" Changes in every particular Man. They 
are mare or leſs Cold or Hor, according as 
they are fixed or agitated by their ſeveral 
Ferments, The Cburſe of the Spirits is-not 
always equal in the Brain, and goes not 


>. with the ſame Force; thence it happens. 


that in Things which depend on the I- 


® _ magination, one is for the Sublime, ano- 


ther for the Dclicate and Charming ; ſome 
delight in that whieh raiſes the Mind, 0- 
thers-in that which moves ; and if the de- 
licate Fancy of rheſe is charm'd with-the 
Writings of Racine, the Pride of the others 
finds its Satisfaction in the Writings of Cor- 
weille. The truth is, if we will give a ra- 
tional Judgment, we muſt own there is a 
grear deal of Softneſs and Paſſion in Corneille 
upon ſeveraFOccafions, as well as of tlie 
Great and Sublime in Racine, . and that they 
are two excellent Men in thcir feyeral 
Ways of Writing. 
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If to avoid the Medum (o fatal to Poers, 
it is often convenient for them to ſurpriſe 
by their oblimity, it does not leſs con- 
- cern them to allure by Pleaſure. They 
oy nog Dazle or Pleaſe, rwo dangerous 
Rocks ,- _ which moſt Poers are 


| Wreck'd. 
| greater; becauſe ir is not ſufficient for a 
Poet to write fine*or pretty Things; but he 
«|#* muſt alfo meet with Men diſpos'd to reliſh 
: them. The difficult Point therefore of a 
| Boer, is to find the moſt natural Way to 


conſiſts, in my Opinion, in the choiceg4n 
thg harmony and juſt meaſures he obſerves, 
in the moſt exact, convenient, and natural 
Cadence of his Verſes, gn Reference to 
thoſe who read them, and to the 'Subyje&t 
he treats of, We often find that only: by 
a -handſom and noble, but principally a 
new Turn of Expreſſion, a Poet pleaſes, and 
makes himſelf cſteem'd. 


Dixeri egregie, notum ſi callida werbum 
Reddiderit junftura nouum.. 


Few Men penetrate any farther, 


quicken the Fancy, and the Art chiefly, 
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he Danger is ſo mnch the | + 


. 


= 
it were inchanted by the peguliar Order __: 
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and: Placing of the Words, the happy 


Choice of the Rhymes, and a Concord of 
Sounds and Words which make a kind of - 


fo — 'Y F = - - ” 
JF 


Harmony. 


* ; ., . 
The Reaſon is, becauſe there is a certain- 


Proportion which agrees with the Imagi= 


nation in thofe Things that depend op it, 


as we find there is one which-pleaſes the 
+ Senſes in ſenſible ObjeRts. As the Ear is 
pleasd wich an Harmony of Sounds, the 
Taſte with a certain feaſoning of Meat well 
dreſs'd, and the Sight with a certain diver- 


fity of Colours well forted and matched ; 


fo we find-in Things. well imagin'd, .ang” 


'm juſt Expreſſions, a certain Turn, a cer- 
tain Meaſure, a. certain Congruity which 
, and makes us own the Poet happy 
his Thoughts. If rhis Proportion. be 


turally and proper to the Subjett.” 


We may eaſily perceive thoſe differences, j | 


' without being able to determine either in 


what they conſiſt, or from whence they © 
roceed ; becauſe judging of them only - 
the Senſes os the Imagination. We can- - 


E.. n08: know. avbat - Things are but as the 


not-exactly-juſt,gif- there be the leaſt De-- 
_ - &; ir offends:+ Some Things..there are * 
which carmot properly be introduced into - 
fome SubjeRs, and therefore *tis abſurd to - 
crowd them there, while others come na-- 


y 
relate- 


4 
k q 4 
, i 
Ss 
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| relate to our ſelves. If they are Good'or 
of vil, chat is to ſay, if they pleaſe or dil-- 
Neale us, for 'tis the Pleafure or the Pain © 
they create in us, which makes us paſs out © 
VerdiC accordingly. . 
' This Pleaſure whether ir proceeds from. 
þ the Senſes, or the Imagination, is often 
y produc'd by a certain Conforrthity between 
Us and the Objefts. Which Conformity ' 


£8 
* 5 
A 


' ] makes us admire and reliſh them, as their 
o|« 'Diſproportion offends and: makes ns hate 

? them. | 

j According as thoſe Conformities are 


more or leſs juſt, the Pleaſures -are more 
or-leſs great; which is anotherReafon that ' 
pede. the Things we reliſh, we like ſome 
better than others, What we-love at one 
| time we ſlight at another, and what pleafes 
one...day may diſpleaſe us the next. . 

An exeecltent: Poet-of old Rime was not- 


1 ignorant of what importance it was, to 

; [ make his Verſes acceptable, *ro nick the ' 
1 Time wherein there would be moſt Con- 

c 


formiry between his Epigrams, and 
_ - Diſpoſition of the Mind of him row 
' he addreſs'd Them, when he ſaid, 


Hors libellorum decima eft, Euphere, me« 


07471, | 
Temperat ambroſia# cum tua cura dapes, 
Et. bonus. &thereo laxatur veFare Cofer 


| * 
. | 
-- 
. 
4 
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- He thought it the beſt Time for his Ver- 
.ſes to be read, when the Imagination of F| 
' the Prince warm'd with Wine, and diſpo#'Þ 


4 ſing him co Pleaſure and Mirth, put ſome * Þ 


roportion between his jovial Humour, 


» and the Poets-Wit and Gayety.. On the + 


contrary 'his Muſe durſt nor, faid he, appear 

in a free and ſedate Time, when the Prince 
poſſeſs'd with ſolid Thoughts, was of a 
much colder Temper ; becauſe his Gravity 

and Scriouſneſs would not be pleas'd with -. 1 
his Wit and Jeſting. 'T 


Greſſu timet ire licenti -.j 
Ad matutinum noſtra Thalia Fovem : 


A 


- Nothing ſo much proves the Truth. of -, | 
what I have ſaid, as the Sentiments that al- - 
moſt all the World has of Verſes and Poets, - 
We do not like them but when the Mea- 
ſure, the Choice of Words, the Harmony-- . 
of Rhymes, the natural Connexion of the 
Verſes and their particular Order, the Turn 
of Expreſſion, and the Proportion well ob- 
ſexffd in all thoſe Things, flatter our Ima- 
gination, and raiſe our Fancy, by the pre- 
ſent Conformity they have with us.. | 
" If thoſe Proportions are not well obſerv'd,, - 
if the Expreſſions are mean, the Style per- 
- plex'd, the Meaſures falſe, they produce 
Pn, nothing; - 
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nothing but a Diſſonance, whigh diſpleaſes * 
and tires ps by its Diſproportion. 

VI, 


With, the good leave of onr Poers, t 
whole Secret of their Art conſiſts in find- 
ng Terms, and ranging them in good Or- .* 

r. 58 


—— Niſi quod pede certo 
Differt Sermoni, Sermo merus. 


'Tis moſt commonly the only Thing that 
diſtinguiſhes them. The Beauty of their 
Thoughts vaniſhes, almoſt as ſoon as you 
ſtrip them of the Beauty of their Expreſſi- 
ons. Let us take one, of the fineſt Places of * 
any Poet, which we*have been the moſt 
chayn'd with, and turn it into another 
Language, or into the ſame in other Terms; 
that very Place ſhall immediately loſe its Ex- 
cellevey; and very often bccomes Mean and 

Ul, 

Eripias ſi 
Tempora certa,” modoſq; & quod pins or- 
dine werbum ef ' * ® 

Poftetius facias, praponens ultima prims. 

By which we ſee -that Imagination has a 
greater ſhare in Poetry than the Mind ; that 
tis Imagination that formsthe noble Talent. 
Of a Poet, and which alone makes that Sort, 
of Wits. Not - 
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.- Not that 1 ” abſolutely to exclaim” 
againſt all forts 
+ TTelfa ſworn Enemy of the Poers. I mult] 
own it, 'I cſteem - their Talent, and ſer a] 
Value on their fine Verſes. I am, like 
Fochers, plcas'd, with them, but they m 
" pardon me if -I cannot acknowledge them 
to be what they are not, nor eſteem them 
-more than they really deſerve. : 
There are two ſorts of Men who are al- 
-Ways each other.; thoſe who aim 
at Niceneſs and Delicacy, and thoſe who 
affe&t Soundneſs of Reaſon. The former 
£ at the latter for their Pedantry, and 
1 ſcorn the others for their want of o- 
; fg Id Judgment, Neither of 'em are much 
/t to blame ; for Delitacy ought to be 1; 
ported by Solidity, and this ought ro be 
___ ,adorn'd with Dehkcacy. Without this Tem- 
0 paomcns the one ſeems Light and Ridicu- 
- Jous, and the other Wild and Enthu- 
| - -aaſtick, , 
Lf This Diſpute is chiefly carried on between 
the Philoſophers and Poets, The Philoſopher 
in the Peet's Opinion is nothing but 2 
dreaming Dorard, and the Philoſopher thinks 
the Poet an airy Coxcomb. To put an end 
co this Controvgrly, the Philoſopher ſhould 
be more Poliſh'd, and the Poet more Solid. 


__——* "Tis 


Poetry, or declare mp | 


It 
aim. 


7 
1 
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'Tis unreaſonable rothink, that a great 
.Capacity and ſaund Judgment is the only * 
Qualification#har is requir'd in folid and 6 
ſerious Works ; .and that a neat Inver ION wk 
and Delicacy will ſuffice in thoſe tar an 
: fine and agreeable. For both the one and 
. the other would be exceedingly better and 
.of greater. worth, if Reaſog and Politeneſs 
.govern'd equally in them both ; and if we 
. would endeavour to be Witty, without be- - 
.ing leſs Rational, or follow good Senſe, 
without being leſs Polite. - 


VEH. : 
What I-have ſaid of a it who values 
himſelf for his Poetry, 1 may almoſt ſay of 


| him who pretends to.diſtinguiſh _— 2 

this Eloquence. Their Talents are vey diffe- 7 
rent ; yet they have this common to them _ 
both; that True Wit has ſcarce any thare in ©: 
their Productions. *Tis only another Tu | 
of * Imagination , which diſtinguiſhes the | 
-Orator from the Poet ; "tis another Manner | 
of Surprizi:1g, and Moving, which are the 
two principal Ends of a YV/it, Whatever 
Talent he has to Compals them. 

As the Delign of a Poet is to repreſent 
Things well, and to.turn his Conceptions 
into hvely and ſenſibly Images in his Verſe; 
ſo all the Skill of an Orator conſiſts in giving 
you 


wy 
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F you fine Draughts of his Imagination in® 

” his. Floquence. But as neither of them can 
4 draw (if 1 may uſe that. Ex reſſion) but af. 2 


=... ter the Images and Expreſlions ingrav'd-in : 
2 their*Brain, and which properly they do 
> bur Copy; they muſt of neceſlity trongly 
” _ apply their Minds to thoſe Images and in- 
ce{lancly look gn them ; always inllay'd to 
their Imaginations, as well as guilty of all 
- the Violence they commig on Reaſon, and 
all the Diſorder they cauſe in the Mind. 
For if once they take their Imagination for 
their Guide, they muſt abſolutely follow ir, 
and reſolve at the ſame time to tall into all 
its Errors, 
* For this Reaſon we muſt not. think it 
. Rftrange, if their Paintings, (otherwiſe very 
= © fine) arc in reality fo little Natural, and if 
thoſe we call Wits palm falſe and counter- | 
feit Thoughts upon us. They ſcarcely ſee 
any thing but through thick. Clouds rais'd 
by their over-heated Imaginations in their 
+ Minds ; that is, by the Impreſſions the A- 
K$ nimal Spirits which are ſubti} and agitated 
3 ingrave in their Brain ; as I have already 
Explain'd it in Conformity to the Nature of 
the Fibres, the Diſpoſition of the Blood, 
and Quality of the Ferments which mix 
with them, f 
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| There are two ſorts of Elequence, "a True, 
Fand a Falſe one ; and there are two ſorts 
TF of Genius which put them both in Pra&ice. 
Some apply themſelves as much, if not 
more, to the Knowledge of the Matter they 
' are to ſpeak of, than to the Manner ; and 
uſe all their Skill ro manage well their Sub- 
je rather than Imbelliſh ir. Others never 
penetrate into their SubjeR, but make it 
or | their whole Buſineſs to find our the manner 
it, } and means of rendring it agreeable ; rheſe 
all Þ} labour rather to adorn than diveinto it, and 
_ | take leſs care ro diſcover what it is, than 
it {| to diſguiſe it by making it appear what it 
iy | is not. | 
if Y We may caſily diſcover the difference of 
thoſe ſorts of Eloquence, if we will but con- 
ee Þ fider their principal Ends. True Eloquence 
; has three, viz. to InftruR, vleaſe, and Per- 
er | ſnade; as a famous Orator handſomely ex- 
A- | preſſes it. Ut Veritas patear, ut Veritas pla- 
&d | ceat, ut Veritas moveat. Falſe Eliquence has 
dy | alfo three Ends, wiz, to Dazle, to Touch, # 
of | and Surprize.” They abſolutely differ, both 
d, in their Ends and Ways. For tho' both 
may very often equally Pleaſe and Per- -# 
ſuade, there is yer this Diflerence between = 
| them, that one is for the Pleaſure of the . * 
r Senlcs 


Þ 


IC 
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the Pleaſure of the Mind. One perſuac 
by Reaſon, the other by Impreſſion, * 
” . - becauſe neither of *em can attain their End 
» - -bur oy aſſiduouſly ors theſes J 
- Ame maginations, e De rk bring 
.to do it eftetually, the one muſt 
forth the Produfts of Imagination 
the Conceptionsof. the Mind, and compare 
the Images engraven in the Brain with he 
Clear Ideas of the Mind ; whereas-the other 
ſubmits allro the toformation of the Senſe 
and judges as Fancy leads him. 
x TX. 
Let ys now ſee if true Eloquence,fuch ag 
ro be in its natural Purity, 
Source ne Light m_ = and 
only from a well re Imaginati- 
an thoſe Helps that are neceſſary to pro- 
duce this Light, -can be the part of 2 FF. 
To ſolve this Doubt, we poor” only re- 
fie& upon the > Subeys of ſeveral Men, cither 
+ or ſpoken, even of thoſe, who, 
know not what Fortune have gaind 
the Admiration of the World, What fine 
Words! What Phraſes ! What Antithelſes ! 
What Flights ! What Fire do we notfind in 
their Orations! Bur, if-we do but ſcriouly 
penetrate into the Botrom of them, we ſhall 


ef 


compare |. 


| 


| 


| Of W 1IT Part WW 
© -Senſes and Imagination, and the other 
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Þ fod ir all co be'bur wy ne I ſhould 
er iare done, if I here 'were minded ro + 
all the particular Examples of thisfalſe 
Eloguence., 'our Libraries would furniſh.me - +: 
wich Volumes full-of 'em. But a few Re- - © 
| &Qions will ſerve ro remark the Faults 
nn by theſe Y/Vits in"their Pieces of 
'Oratory, by which "= 'd to raiſc 
their Repuration in h 
When we ſay oche Wa ex ban of 
Eloquence, we mean one who produces juſt 
Notions on the Subject he treats of ; who _= 
finds proper and genuine Reaſons for what * 4 
he fays; and who has the Arr and Taledt © 
to explain them in a lively, bur pure and 
dear manner to others. For after all, a 
Diſcourſe has nd true Qrnaments, but ſuch 
& arc —_ from gn od = 
Thoughts that. compoſe it, from un « 
neſs of the Reaſons that ſupport it , and. '% 
from the-natural Manner of turning it. - 
"Thus we banifh from awe Oratory thoſe  Þ 
yainImbelliſhments Which disfgure u ; ſuch 
25 rambling and guar Notions, "weak 
and rags, d Reaſons, uſeleſs Digrefſions, 
ſtrain'd Figures, and forc'd Compariſons ; 
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* Mults fine ſenſu difla, ut expleatur cireuitus : 
Coarnms ut numerys confiet, un euramus ut {enſus. 
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in a Word, all thoſe Frothy Speeches f « | 
* of nothing bifr Words, and litfle ro the £ 
+=. (+ A Man of VVit ſeems to me the 
molt ſubjeCt to fall-inro all theſe Errors and 
Extravagancies, as well- in reſpe& of his 
Stile as Thoughts, the rwo principal Things }.” 
which ought to fix our Fillet, either in |. 
. reading, or hearing. - . """ 
As. among thofe who pretend to write, þ 
eicher in Proſe or Verſe, a Wit is ont that 
makes the greateſt Efforts to ſhew and di- 
ftingurſh himſelf by his Stile ; ſo the Ambi- 
tjon he has ro write ſomerhing extraordi- 
nary makes him fall into two inevitable 
Errors, common to all vain and prefump- 
ruous Authors, viz. Meanneſs and Confuſt- 
on. Nicety, and too triffing a Eo 
inſenſibly entangles him in the firſt ; 
the Sublime, or Admirable he affects, leads 
him into the other, according as his Ima- 
gination more or leſs hurrics him ro þe 
- Sublime or deli@te, and he can never ex- | 
preſs himſelf in a noble Stile , wirhour 
ſwelling, and in a Delicate without roo 
much Nicety. 


_ - ” oo 


- © 
I It the Works of a VVirty Man want the 
. Graces of Plainneſs and Clearneſs of Style, 
” wewillfind muchlcfs Truth and Inſtrution 
in l11s SeNLLUNENIg, - He 
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He that will not refie& en the Natural. 


Knowledge which our Mind diſcovers as.zt 
CEO _ it (elf, whenever = {cri- 
-oully fix n it.;. thar wilk-nor dive again 
Snco the firſt S 

Firſt Truths 08 which depends tlic Certain- 
* ty of all the reſt; and who will not bring 
' back again to them that Chain of Refle&ti- 
4 ons Cuſtom obliges:us To make ; fſach a 


Principles, and thoſe greit ard 


Man can never know any Truths with Afſ-_ 
ſurance, even of thoſe rhat are, commorily 
receiv'd. He ſhall neither be well con- 
vinc'd, nor ſtrongly .perſuaded of any 
Thing, not even of that which he believes 
he knows the beſt ; becauſe he only be- 
lieves it but by Prepoſleſſion ; without any 
other Foundation than whar he .builds- on 
weak Conjetures, on the Authority of 0+ 
thers; or the Opinion of the World. 

We qught not therefore to expet any 
Thing exccllent from an Author, but in pro- 
portion as he is Capable of making RefleCi- 


+ ons. Now1'll leave you to judge if a gid- 
" dy fickle Imagination, and afalle Delicacy 


ever give a Wit the leiſure ro make any ſe- 

rious RefleCtions. 
Nevertheleſs he is applauded, ard 

eſteem'd by moſt Men, tho' Clearneſs, the 


chief Beauty of any Diſcourſe ( as a great , + 


Orator tells us) is ſeldom ſcen in bis Works, 
4 F 3 ard 
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and altho* he* amufſes us cither with unins, | 
relligible Stuff or falſe Reaſoning, becauſe 'Þ 
we are commonly ſuch Fools as to be plea} 
> - ſcd withit. Thoſe pretended fine Things 
- we find in 'them, the more Obſcure they Þ 
are, the moſt Beauriful they appear ; they, 
fil the Imagination, or pleaſe the Mind ; 
which is the Reaſon thar we either:Admire, . 

- orLove them. © - 


XI. 


By the Admiration which ariſes from the- 
Impreſſion made in-the Brain by ſomething 
which appears very Extraordinary, or from-- 
the Surpriſe ir produces ih the Soul, the 
Animal” Spirits difpers'd in the Nerves, 
more with greater ſwiftneſs, ſo that Patt 
of the Brain where the Impreſſion has been 
made. They augment and preſerve it,. as- 
long as their Motion laſts, and © the-Cauſe 
that prodbc'd it; keeping by Confequence 
rhe Soul as it were in Suſpence, ſo that iti4 
= cannot in that Interval apply it ſelf roany 4 
$ ” Thing elle. . WI 

' The fame Effeft is alſo youghe ON ar 
great many Men by thoſe choice Expreſſi- 
ons, fine Figures, pompous COTE. 
and bald Charaers, which fill a 
thoſe cloquent Orations ſo much boalted: 
of, and. of which one may fay: what A, 
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ings 4 .they make. Tis impoſſible but the falſe ©. ; 
7 glittering that reigns in thoſe Diſcourſes 7 


* 7 pleaſe the Soul, and which intice it towards + 


' | Ancient Writer faid on rhe fare SubjeR,- * 
"Plus fonant quam walent ; becauſe in etfect, - 7 
4- they impoſe upon us.by the confus'd Noife © 


muſt fill the Imagination of thoſe who-read * * 
or hear them, by communicating a Moti- 
on to.the Animal Spirits, proper to make _? 
an unexpected Impreſlion in their Brain, . 
and by this means ſurpriſe che Soul, 
Which continues affeed with the ſurpriſe 
till the Motion of the Animal Spirits being *_ * 
weakned, the Impreſſion wears off, or is* - 
not ſo freſh'; and then the Soul returns 
from its Surpriſe as it were from a Dream. = 
. Bythe or which agen» gm y 
" the Impreſſion made on the Senfes by *% 
Things that ſeem Pleaſant, and the ſweer: + 
Commorion they cauſe in the.Souh the Ani- 
mal Spirits delicately agitated equally % 
ſpread themſelves in the Brain;” and the . 
. of the Body,and pur into a Diſpoſition pro» 
per to produce Sentiments that flatter and 


thoſe Objets that caus'd the Impreſſion. * 

” The ſame Effet is made on the Minds of 7% 
beau Monde, who arealways more Senſible > 

than Reaſonable, by that vain ſubtility of 
Thoughts, that we ſer our with the name 2 
of ;.thae-Conitexture offine Tern:_; ? 
F-44; that * 
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which: makes a kind of Harmony that tic- 
kles the Far ; in one word, all thoſe falfe 
Flourithes we remark in the beſt receiv'd 
Writings, and. which prepoſſeſs the World 
in favour of their Author. . But when the 


Impretſion is once worn out, the Commo., | 


tion of the Soul ceaſes, and that pretended 
Beauty of Diſcourſe vaniſhes with the pre- 
poſſeſſing Pleaſure from whence it had its 


- Original. 


'Now. this. is the whole Compaſs» of 2 


2 b Wit's Talent, let him write ia Ferſe or Proſe, , 
= To Dazle by falle Glittering, or Prepolleſs 
by Pleaſure ; withour ſuffering the Light - 


of the Mind or Reaſon to have any 


men, who pleaſe, tho* not handſaimne, by 
ſometbing unaccountably Agreeable, and 


© which ſurpriſes, tho' we cannot tell where- 
- in thoſe Charms conſiſt. 
= -with Speeches full of uncommon Notions 


'Tis the fame 


and livcly Expreſſions, which. pleaſe, bur 
keave us in the Dark as to the Thing that 
makes us reliſh them, 


ve! 
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* that Exquiſite Mixture "of Figures, that 

| Expreſſion which ſecms Natural, *Þ 
bur js nor, that Meaſure Of Phraſes accom - 
pani'd with a certain Tone of the Voice ; _ 


A 4 init. Thoſe Writings are like certain Wo-' ; 
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# XII. | 
I am not ſurpris'd; that a Ht ſhould in- 
deavour to gain himſelf” a Reputation by 
his Poetry or Rhetcrick. As thoſe two 
Things do almoſt wholly depend on the 
Imagination, he may promiſe himſelf ſuc- .'2 
ceſs from his natural Talent. But that he * 
ſhould rake upon him to be an Hiforiam, * 
and pretend ro write Hiſtory, is an unpar- 
donable Temerity, becauſe nothing can be 
more contrary to his Charafter. 1 do nor 
mean thoſe Books that go under the Name 
of little Hiſtories Or Romances, the chief De- 
ſign of which is to amuſe and pleaſe with: 
fine Expreſſions and Fictions, and there- 2 
fore a Wit may here come off with Honour. 
But I mean Hiffories of States, or particu- 
hr Men illuſtrious either by their Birth or 7 
Merit. And I wonder, chicfly for t 8 
twoReaſons, at the Confidence of certam 
pretended 4/ts who undertake ro wrigze © 
ſuch Hifories. The firſt is, becauſe they are * 
ignorant of them ; and the ſecond, bee» 
cauſe they are oblig'd to diſguiſe that little 3 
Inſight they have in them. i =" 
To make what we advanced plainer, "tis 
necellary to make ſome Kefletions an 7 
what we commonly undcerftand by Hifte- © 
ry, on the Manner of Studying it, aud qn_Þ 
F 5 #® the 7 
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F -—)"n we - propoſe to our ſclves by chat 


. Þ chinkI may fafely fay, that moſt Men +F 
laok upon Hifory to be nothing elſe but a F 
Relation of /Facts,. a Heap of Names, and 
a.long Colleftion of Events; that all the J 
Application ir-requires, conliſts in retaining. 
the Names, , bringing the Facts together, .: 
and charging the Mepory with them, to F 
have 'em-:ready upon all Occaſions, ſo as to 
make our. ſelves acceptable in Company - 
+ and.diſlinguiſh'd in the Warld. . 
= In order to which we may obſerve, that: 
» "people apply themſelves ro reading, and : 
running over all the Hiferians one after + 
” another, both Ancient and Modern, Good -} 
» and Bad... As for Order they follow none, ., 
# bar regulate themſelves in that. Point only 
> as Ocfaſion, and certain Circumſtances of - 
-— r#, require one Hiffory:.to be more pre- 
&- fent ro-themthan another,. apd. all this to | 
E flatter their. Vanity ro which -they ſacrifice-. 
every. Thing. Tt we did-not know the in- 
- "fluence of..humane Pride, .we could hardly - 
L belicve.that Men. ſhould judge*fo ill of 
Hiſtory, and that they ſhould make ſo mean » 
 anUſcof ir. Yet it is but roo Evident,., 
=e the. Error is no leſs General than.. 
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ſen :Þ - Hifory comprehends-rhe Knowledge of 


Times and Ages, the Alliances of Famihes- 


- 


'F - tbe Reyglations of States, and Intereſt. of 7 


Princes,” their Chara&ers, memorabie ARti- * 
no |, 00S, and the Means and Methods they im- 7 
51,  ploy'd t9:cxecute them, as-welFas a Know. * 
| ſedze of tht Aﬀions of ſeveral other Men 
of Name and. Reputation: And indeed 
the knowledge. of thofe Things. deferves® 
our Application. + "A _ 
hat But the end we ought t6 propoſe to our! 
ind; 4 f{clves herein ſhould - be Inſtruftion and' 
; Knowledge, for we can- propoſe nothing% 
od 1 elſe ro our ſelves by our Studies, but. 0-4 
render our ſelves Experienced and Virruens. 
If we go upon other Deſigns, they are in” 

hly JLLICE n 
of” eyery-reſpect Vain and Falſe, and-we cans) 
not excuſe the Weakneſs of thoſe thine are 


Ce- 
tO guilty of them. * 
= If we nake Knowledge and Virwe che; 
S ({Tope of our reading, H:tory comprehends 


dly - every thing ne&ſlary for ſo grear» an End; 
/ 'Tis a large Field where we pay reap an* 
infinice Number of excellent Leffons, left® 


= © us by the Author, without defigning any 
_ ſuch thing, who in their Timewrote more: 


for their own Honour-than - our@iſtruRi-: 
ons ;.and-nothing but our own ill manag 
mers 


” 
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=” ment can deprive us of ſo happy and ſo *F 
& plenriful a Harveſt % A. 8 + 
> The. firſt falſe Step they who deprive 
® themſelves of this err make, iswhen 
=. they ſuppoſe they have perform'd their Du- 
* ty, by burdening they Memory with abun-. 
- dance of Chronology, in.giving a punctual 
” Account of Famifies, from the higheſt 
# down to the loweſt Branch; in filling their 
- Minds with a Series of Occurrences, as dif- 
> ficult ro be retain'd as they are ill. digeſted, 
E- All chis capnor but darken the Mind inſtead 
- of inlightning it, and load 'us inſtead of 
& inſtructing us. | 
= Onthecuntrary, by the End every one 
” ought ro propoſe to himſelf in his Studies, 
# *ris cafie ro judge that nothing but a ſeri- 
F ons Artention,' Can give us that Profit we 
= might otherwiſe expett from the ſtudy of 
* Hiftory, This Study does not conſiſt, in 
E reading Fiery fimply to ſatisfie the Curio- 
© firy we have to know what was aCtedin for- 
- mer Ages; but rather to have an Occaſi 
of comparing the Paſt wjth the Preſent, 
& with relation to the Time ro come. In 
| this the grex Advantage we receive from 
 Fecry conſiſts, as well in relation to the, 
& Mind, as tothe Heart, Which is thus. 


= 
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1 PHiſory ſupplies the defeft of Age and % 


| to come by what's paſt, and:to regulate the* - 7 


| :ad beſt lay aſide this Study, how good 


XIV. -- j 
We know thig.to what Science foever 


. 


weapply our ſelves, a good Wit, good In- © 
ſtru&tions, and Induſtry are nec Con. ® 


ditions to make us Proficientsin it, and that © 
good Maſters are a great Help to us to re- 4 
move the Difficulties we meet with. But, 3 
with' all choſe Diſpoſitions and helps, we 
cannot fully maſter it, till after a great Ap- 
plication and lortg Exerciſe. + Let our Be- 
Sinning be never ſo promiſing,our ſucceed="" 3 
ing Care never ſo great, nothing but a con-" + 
ſummaze Experience can make a great Mart. * 


Experience in Men that make a good Uſe of -# 
it; I mean ſuch} as can judge of what is 7 


preſent both by the one and the- other 5 2 
which is the moſt conſiderable Benefit of 6.4 
this Science. Thoſe thar negle& this Ad="7 
vantage, Or are not Capable of cakingie 'S 


, ver their Memory may be to retain what : 
they read, Fj Yo | 
Our” Mind is full of Difficulties and 7 

Clouds which darken it,and thatTroublerhe © * 

moſt acute Men meet with in great Enter. © * 

priſes, does but too much prove the Weak- 2 

neſs of our Underſtanding. The Know- * 

Fe | ledge 7} 


6 


| lege of Hier t may 


help to dilfipate thoſe Þ 
Clouds, . nor only by ned before our 
- Eyes an infinite Vatiety'@#f Events and par- 


-- Events by RefleMions, arid fo enabling us to 
* diſcover the ſecrer Springs of Aﬀairs; their 
- Motives and Indoczthbacs, with the Con- 


texture that ſerves to Juſtify them.” What * 


ſignifies it for a Man to know what is paſt, 
hn be ignorant of the Reafons and Cay- 


oo himſelf in Ignorance. - 
Whar is paſt canneither ſerve the preſent 


E nor whar is to come,: any otherwiſe than 


'by the Coherencies-we diſcover berween - 
wha is already done, atid what may be 


done. Thoſe Coherencies are different. - 


"Mme outward, ſuch as ſhew apparent re- 


S FT Others inward, ſuch as are mherents 


: - ſes and-Circumſtances, and theſe diſcover - 


_— Reſemblances. For the Diſcovery 


; | therefore of thele Coherencies. we ought: 
- to ſearch into- the very. Bottom, without: 
þ: epoping arthe Surface... And-nothing bur 


4 this particular Diſcovery. of the Ground® 


- and JOE of- Things, can ſupply the: 
| pits of CERES » and' make Hiſto- 


. ticular Aﬀairs, bur by giving us an Occaſion © 
=, to penetrate Into the moſt hidden Cauſes of 


of it ?- he only farisfies his Curioſity, and* 


4 
blances between» the Things we com / 


e very of the Subje&, of Cau- 
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ry, as to the Mind, erty the Deelof | 
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Since fifery y is full of great and OT. 
Examples of Prudence, Generality, and#2 
Vertue,.the Heart may improve it fel as © 
well as the Mind.” Has any Thing ſo much * 
Power. over us as ? Does it not per» 
ſtiade us a wy times more than alt che % 
Eloquence ot- the Orators? If this has the®, 
Force to move us, Example which is ww 
powerful, often hurxies 'us away w 
prving us time to recolle&t our ſelves. - 
Bur, whereas good Examples are for hed 
moſt part mix'd with bad, and theſe make © 1 
2s great, if not. a greater Impreſſion on us - 3 
than the others, therefore ag exquiſite” © 
Judgment is requir'd to avoid the fecond,...: 
and follow the firſt. Precipitation in grad | 
Cafe is dangerous, andi-would be apt to-» ? 
hurry us into Miſtakes. .. "Twould make us 
find in'Hifory Fewel to inflame our Paſſions, -? 
inſtead of Means to moderate them. of 
Nor muſt we be upon our Guard againſt 
bad Examples only, for in ſome Senſe gooilt® 
zones may prove injurious. We may ad- - 
mire great:Examples, . wrhout«pretending 23 
to follow them ; ſome we may both eſteem! 
and follow, bur there are none we Can io-.- 
« all reſpeCts imitare. ' Tho?-; 


| 


o we often diſcover what will be, or 


” ought 
if Fs. jonas determine ounjfelves by the Ex- 
- ample of others ; yer there is ſomething ve- 
_ -xy {ingular in Facts, which alters the Spe- 
-  Cies, and requires a prudent regard. Capa- 


; every where the ſame. For which Reaſon 
= one of the greateſt Politicians of our Age 
| did not require amentire and exat Know- 
+» tkedge of Hifory in a States Man, but only 
» .--a general Inſight -into-it ; becauſe, faid he, 
-.. the Occaſions and Circumſtances not being 
” .the ſame at all times, he is more to be 
eſteem'd for the Penetration of his Mind, 
. than for his Knowledge: He might have 

= faid more; for Accidents and Circumftan- 
E ces are ſometimes the ſame, and yet "the E- 


'- -with the fineſt P 
; "one from bcing milled. 


"XVE 
If this Science can make a good Politician, 
if it inſtructs one how to live like a Man of 
- Honour, and to govern himfelf. as a wife 
and Prudent Man ; it muſt be granted, that 
this happens only when 'tis welt unde- 
== ſtood. 
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to be done, by whar is already paſt, * 


E -City is requilue in every Thing, but not . 


- - vents varye- So that, to avoid Miſtakes, we - 

muſt be very wary and circumſpeS: and 1I ©: 

defy the moſt happy Memory furniſh'd 
ages of Hiſtory, to keep 
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{| » ſtood by the Mind, and acquir'd by Refle- 3 


 morerequiſice to than to fix our Thought 
. on What we examine, or to bring into 0 


Hiſtory, is-a Truth not to be denied. 
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| ledge of Man, and that Hifory gives us -* 
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i Books. 


Ctions. - Imagination and-Memory ,are-no | 


Mind what has been ago examih'd by. - 
us ; which is done much caſter by Relledti-" * 
on, than by bare Reading withour it... For 
'tis Certain that RefleRion is a mighty Help 
ro make us Remember, and. that Judgment 
is 4 wey gram Aſſiſtant ro Memory ; tho* 3 
as I have formerly obſerv'd 'ris of little Help -- 
cothe Judgment, and may in one Sence be 
an Hindrance to it. p 
'Twould be over-ſtraining the Point, to 
ſay on,this Hypotheſis, Yhat a happy Me- 
mory is no good Qualicy for the; ſolid 
learhing of Hier that it is not the 
beſt, nor the moſt neceſlaryzand thar iris - 
not the Quality we ought to make moſt Uſe 
of to arrive ar-the perfe& Knowledge of 


The Knowledge of- the Word is/alſa 
one of the moſt conſiderable Advantages 
we can reap from Hiſtory; butt is becauſe 
that Science has its Principle in the Know *' 


pe eMly that Knowledge. I mean a Moral _-: 
nowledge, rather than Mctaphy! F':23 
bour which the- Philoſophers nail en 
Diſputes. Me 
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OY "of Wi min 
"The World is a Multitude compos'd of * 
FcOpic.,, made. almoſt like Machines re- 


LY , : 


+Mero appear there, and we diſcover the ſe. 
\ which make them aR, in 
f the vain Diſguiſe made uſe of to-- 
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| ded in it _by their ,Capricio and Fancy. *Þ 
Same are for reading H;/tory over and.over, | 
bs C5 | R pu” 4 

© it being a Thing as it were impoſlible but 
that the Mind muſt retain ſomething our of- | 


® read all ſorts of Books indifferently, ar leaſt 
” to accuſtom our ſelves to Books and Read- 
” ing, but wherein lies the Excellency, ro 
- read much, and make no Advantage by it ? 


& Learning that, is more proper to corrupt 
= the Heart than to inftru&t the Mind. 
+ Tho' we curſorily run over all the Hifo- 
” 7ians, and read all their Books; tho' by a 
= wonderful and amazing Strength of Me- 
= mory we can remember all we read, yet 
= we may ſtill be very far from underftaning 
-  Hifory, as knowing as we may ſcem to ap- 
 pearinit to the Eyes of the Volga who 
-  arcalways ignorant and eaſy to be 
& Whatever Advantage one may reap from : 
- this Science, how great ſoever his Genius 


- it, unleſs he makes ſome Difference between * 

I owing or Remembting after he has read, 
"and Underſtanding or Judging after. he . 

has examin'd. 

;, A Man.of Wit, with all his Genius, his 

© . Hvely, ſtrong, and capacious Imagination, 

' ard his happy Mcmory, is thaeas, far 


# 


fo much Variety. Others would have us #F 


| Igndrance is doubtleſs preferable ro Tuch | 


urpriz'd, 


- may be, he will not be much the wiſer for 


- 4 Þ 
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" Part 1. 

| from underſtanding "fav, becauſe 

endow'd but with the leaſt part of th 

$ cclary Diſpolirions for thar Study, wa 

+ Incafible 

| ner of learning it, and | 

' ſhould propoſe to that in. that Study; © 
being” Compur with what our Mes. 4 

; [ 


{ underſtand it, and the End they propoſe to | 


F forian. How many do we find ſe 4's wall: F 


 . ty, becauſe they want Liberty. Slaves ro 
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le i rs "T0 
in" Books. | LI 4 


of the Principal. ones. 
What Thave ſaid of H;fory, of the 
the End "Mer 


ink” of it, the "Merhod rhey uſe 


themſelves by it, does viſibly make it appeag,. 
how incapacitated they are to write H;Pery 
and how raſh to undertake a Work the) 
knoy fo littls of, and are not in a Conde > 
tion to underſtand. BR 3" 
A great acuty nd, a ſtron es” 2 
derration Merton the Truth of Thing | 
and a competent Sincerity to ſpeak ir, ny 
Qualities abſolutely neceſlary for a good 


fied > Moſt of them want Capacity, for ' 
want of Refleting; a great many SinCeri- | 


their Reputation , I Will not fay to theig- 
Intereſt, and ſeduc'd by their YVis, they"z 
rake-leſs Care ro-write the Truth, than a y 
Flatter and write finely. They fe led 
common pace » and guided by a ra 
Politeneſs. 
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; at _” Of WI Part'lL IF. 
# -Oathis Subje& I ſhalt remark a particu. *Þ* 
4 bs Faulc. of our "Man of 77, viz, tha he 
i writes but at other Mens Coſt and Þ$ 
*.Labour. He has.the Conſcience to appro-. : 
priate to himſclf what does not. belong to # 
A on and the Secret to make it paſs for his 
F own. As great a Tranſcriber as he is, he Þ 
-. Ws bis Works the Air of Originals, by | 
* Which he impoſes on Mankind.  Hechan. | 
turns, and diſguiſes, and ſo alters the F-. 
3 er, that he. {caxce leaves any Title to | 
Lathe Proprictor, by which.he may defend his | 
& ight. But, ſhould we take it to pieces, 
&- and (according «o:the Law of Nature ) * 
+ reſtore to every one what belong'd unto 
> him, what would there remain in this Pla- 
©. giary? a new Turn of Expreſſion, a few | 
> Choice Words, another Style and way of 
© Expreſſion. This is all we can allow him, 
= and in Effet" tis all that belongs to him, as 
= appears by thoſe numerouf Volumes of” 
& firaglipg Hifories, which ſame certain Wits * 
# expoſcevery day to the World, and which 


* owe the Succeſs ghey have for a Time, 
þ- mercly to.the Charms of Novelty. 
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* , If amongſt our #7ts ſome value them- 
© © ſelves for Poerry, ſome for Orarary, others | * 
= for Hiſtory, there are ſome who vaialy 
2 ten 


» HR. Ne | - iy - 
in Books. 


« W- 
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F gain Eſteem by a Sort of 
4 accordiog isthem conſiſts in knowing the 
F. Poers, and underſtanding other Authors, but 


7 rians. It will not be improper therefore 
make ſome few RefleQtions on the u 


£ious Name of fine Learning. The Know- 


by all ſorts of P 
to Learning. *'Tis what: is firſt: 


Ggn'd for ; and if ſome afterwaxds ſlight it 
as an Amuſement proper: only for Youth, 


$ others find ſuch Delight in it, as40 make 
it the ſerious Occupation of their whole 
'F Liycs. 
T The Mogrbematicht, Philoſophy, Phyſick, 
Law, and Divinity, divide Learned Men 
between them: But all of them agree in 


of his Memory, than his Remi 
- |. ſructhimſelf in ir. 


' tend-to all:three ; and tho' they will not 
give themſelves the Trouble cowrite, yet © 
$ moſt of all the Ancient and Modern Hiſto- .. J 
4+ -of our Wits make of thisScience, and for * 
F : which they value themfelves under the ſpe : 


ledge of the. Belles Letores 18, of all Sciences 4 
the moſt generally purſued, and cultivated -* 
that pretend the leaſt * 


our 
Youth, whatever-lmployment they axe de- 


. 
\. 


their Pretenfions to the.Belies Lergres, Eve-" > 


ry Man ſets up for it, none undervalue it, ©* 
and if any one has -made.bur a ligle pro- 4 


greſs in ic, "ris rather imputed to che Defe& 
fo 1n-."7 
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” ao Of WIT © Parr Tl.” 
: From all this a Man wou'd be apt to in- 
” fer, thar this Science muſt needs be '@f a 
- -- wonderfal Advantage, and that we have 
; fomegreatDefignson foot, when we make þ 
it our ſole Imployment. Burt if we confi-4 
der the Mecrhod us'd to attain it, we may }. 
well he ſurpris'd, that we can't diſcover © 
-whart End Men pr to themſelves by: 
this Study, and we have Reaſon to be-# 
lieve that moſt of them take ir up without * 
any End at all. | 
We pur into the hands of Children, Poets 
and other Authors, ro explain and learn by 
Heart. We force them. to this Stady by - 
Puniſhments, or intice them by Rewards. 
They apply themſelves to it for a confide- / 
rable Time ; then reſt there, withour' con- 
rig what their Study ought to tend to, 4 
what Ulſc it may beto them hereaf- 
ter, If we ask the School-maſfters , who! 
ought to give us ſatisfation in this | 
what their Deſign is in their Imployment, 
they tell us, ſometimes, 'tis only to exerciſe © 
the Memory of Youth, ſometimes to'accu- * 
ſtom them betimes to love Booksand Read- 
ing, and in ſhort, to give them an univer« + 
ſal andgeneral Knowledge of ' Things. + * 
Theſe are very general, and indeed very ]jc6 
Childiſh Ends ; and I 'do not admire, that [the 
ghey who know no other, ſhould _ - [fon 
this Þ 
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4 this pretended Science only fir for a Collepe, 

F and the Imployment of Sebvol-boys.” 

Thoſe who take a Pride to ſtady it, after 

& another manner, and to'make it of greater 

& Uſe ; who pretend by the Help of it to be - 

F reckoned among the Learned, and gain a 

FT Repuration among the ts of the World, 

a fod © out-more noble _— by ir. OF 

-E& which this is nor "the teaſt, rhar by this 

"F Learning they acquire Polireneſs vf Mind 

not to be had any other Way, how great 

ts | | ſacver their Natural Parts may be. ; 
5 


y Theſe Men doubtleſs are in the 

y Lexdiagy —_ —— = wF af 
s. 4 gives 2 reiſhro g ings, and infpires 
b. com of Fancy. 'TisChiefly by thoſe + = 


©, 
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)- Finduccments that this Science is of fuch an * 4 
2, Univerſal Ufe, and that this fame Study, 
which ſeems moſt ro favour of School-learn- 


ing is thar-which diſtinguiſhes us the moſt 


rt, From 2a Pedant. 
t, F 1 do therefore agree as tothe End, but 1 
ſe Fcannor approve of the uſual Means made 
1- JF uſe of ro arrive at it. Whilft Men will con- 
]- I tent themſelves with reading careleſly che 
re I Poets and all other Authers without Judg- 
- ment and Choice, only,to know what Sub- 
y [ets they haverrreared of, in what Tyne 
ar [they wrote, and the Names of thole Per- 
ik 


- | fons they difcours'd of ; whilt they ſhall 
| | G think 
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think they have done enough if they have 
faithfully retain'd a few ApophthegmsÞ 
. which they don't underſtand,or ſome Verſes, 
or ſome whole Pages of a Book ill digeſted ;; 
and thar they will value themſelves, for res 
Citirg with afſurance what they neva. 
learn'd but confuſedly ; As it is no moreF 
than the EffeEt of a happy Memory, ſothet. 
pretended Advantage of fotrivial a Know 
ledge will be but a ridiculous Vanity, anF[ 
Accompliſhment more becoming a Pedam 
than a Gentleman. 2 
Bur if on the contrary, according to the 
Example of thoſe ingenious Grecians whoſe} 
Learning and Politencſs has render'd the 
Nation Famous, Men would make uſe of 
. . this Science but ro poliſh what may. be 
rough and courſe in their Nature, to wtf: 
ſpire more C&licate Thoughts, and give} 
Mind'a more noble and excellent Imprel 
on ; As that will-be the Effe&t of well a 
geſtcd Learning, fo the Fruit of this ScienceF, 
will be much more exquilite, and the Sc 
ence it {clf more cſteem'd. ; 


XIX, Yi 

In this we ought to. agree with all M 
of k:dgment, that the Knowledge of hus 
nie = ning 15 proper to Ingenious Meng ; 
but we mult alſo confeſs, that it is ſome] 
ti 168 


SF Part T1. in Books. v 
rimesthe Occupation of Blockheads, by the ,* 
$ ill uſe which may be made of ir. 
|. Toſtore up in ones Memory a confas'd 
): cap of Paſſages of Authors, and Sentences _. 
T of Poets ; to repeat very often in Conver- 
*T fation « Latin Verſe of one of the ancient 
Poets when we have juſt heard one of the 
Company ſay the ſame thing very natural=- } 
Hy in Engliſh; co bafie our ſelves in what 
F{ place we found the Sentence we quoted, and 
* of which we have forgot the Author, ra-* 
ther than conſider tf ir be ro the purpoſe, 
I. is the blind fie of this Science, and we 
I -carinot bur vEry much deſpiſe it, if look'd 
Tpon with this Diſadvantage. Bur to read 


with Reflexion, to diſtinguiſh the true 

| from the falſc, the good fromthe ill, ro pe- 
Z& perrate with Judgment into the real Senſe 
Tf an Author, to accuſtom ones (elf inlen- 
-ibly to the Delicacy that a Poet inſpires, to 
3-#11ſh the real Charms and rc5z& the falſe, 
"4 and never to ralk in Company but ro the 


Go 


purpoſe and with Diſcretion; to forget 
lomerimes the fine Expretlions we admire 
-1n an Author, and ſtick only to his Truths, 
and ſo get an Habit of Politeneſs and Inge- 
Men nuity; In a word, to be leſs carctul of load- 
"1 ing our Memory, than forming aur Mind, 
lend is the .xight Uſe of Learning, thar 

met which the whole value of it. 
w G 2 I do 


=” 
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Of WIr7 ParrTI:” 
© Ido not fear to ſay it, weſce very. Few 
2 Who turn it tothis good Uſe. A Wie par- 
ticularly ſhews he never knew the Impor.,, | * 
rance of it, who applies himſelf co ir only 
10 fill bis Imagination, exerciſe his Memo- Þ 1 
Ty, and" ſo paſs far a Nice and Ingenidbus Þ « 
Man, without being either. What may | x 
be he never underſtood is, that there is a4 t 
falſe Delicacy to be avoided, and a vain Po-& t 
I 
ſ 
I 


aa 
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wzSdiccnelſs to be fear'd. ” Tis necellary to give 
Fro the Mind thoſt Ornaments and Graces 
> © wWhicharenot natural to it, ro which Learn- 


ing contributes more than any Thing elſe. | c 
Bur we ought to take care, fhar by endea- | n 
vouring to poliſh ir, we do not weaken it, | n 
and that roo much Delicacy do's not ren- { k 
der it Little or Effeminate. *'Tis with the{ b 
Mind as with any fine Pieces of WorkmansÞ v 
ſhip; which become weak and brittle bit fi 
being too nicely wrought. The laſt ſtroke tt 
of the Carver's Chiſcl very often ſpoils 
his Work, and Experience convinces ugJ*n 
.that many Men have corrupted their Judg-P 
* ments and Fancy by tgo much ' refiningy at 
them, T 
ar 
XX. rc 


'Tis.common enough wich thoſe who] .fe 
yalue themſclves for their Learning, to be{ St 
more touch'd with a finc Imprethon mm in 

| with] 


<Hh, ; 
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with the Thing expreſſed, tho' perhaps 2 
more Admirable than the Expreſſion it ſelf, 
The Reaſon is, that, if they have Senſe - © 
enough to be charm'd with the Expreſſion;: - 
they have not Judgment enough to pene .. 
tre into the Goodneſs of the Thing ex-"*# 
preſſed. Their Fancy is too delicate, and'# 
roo much poliſhed to be Solid ; they have * 
raken away its Force, under pretence of ' 
rendring it more Polite. Thus nothing, "*2 
ſeems ' fine tro them but what agreeably 7 
moves and delights, and they. take norice 
of nothing but what ſhines and ſurpriſes, 
not conſidering that the Ornaments Merx 
make uſe of to imbelliſh thejr Diſcourſe, 
let them be of what nature they: will, ſhould 
be regarded only, but as'fo many Charms 
- which draw us to a ſtricter and nearer Con- 
#4 fideration of thoſe Things, either ro know 
x83 them, or make them uſeful. *Tis the Road 
that leads us to it, but 'ris a mighty Weak- 
s1-nefs to ſtop there. | 'N 
I am not of the Opinion of thoſe morgfe  - 
and ſevere Critick:s, who condemn every... 
Thing that has bur the Air of politeneſs * 
and neatneſs of Fancy ; who forbid us % 
to alter *any thing from that rough and de- 
.form'd State wherein Nature left it. A* 
State they admire the more, as beſt agree- . 
ing with the groſſneſs and coarſneſs of their « 
G 3 Minds ; 3 


oo 
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F Minds ; as if the Works of Nature were fa. þ m 

& . accomplifhd, thar Art muſt lie ſtill, and -Þ tþ 

 . have nothing to do. When Beauty it ſelf, Þ c; 

in order to gain admiration, is found to , 
"Pc 


pe © 
CT £ 


ks - borrow Ornaments, which raiſe and ſct-? 
2. Out its Charms. And fo the Mind ought-; 
&.To turn its Thoughts in ſuch a Manner as: Þ C 
=> may raiſe and make them better reliſh'd. | C 
= and cſtcem'd. Without this help, *rwould +} fy 
FP belike Gold mix'd with the Earth, which. Þ hi 
keeps it from our Sight, and-intirely hides- | ro 
1ts Luſtre. ; W 
Haring faid in another Place, that Ima-, | 1 
gination makes the finencis and delicacy of. | m 
the Mind, 'twould be giving my {elf the | ar 
Iye to diſapprove the good Uſe one may | fo 
make of it, and to reje& all ſort of Polite-:þ 
neſs, either in Speaking or Writing, ſince FÞ of 


it would be to retrench the Effe&ts, when#Þ ©! 
4 ral 


_ we have admitted the Cauſe. The Imagia# 
pation, like a skilful Workwoman, wha h: 
Chuſes the beſt Merhods to put her DeligtM*T! 

in hand, makes uſe of Books, as neceſſary 4 

- Jnuments co give a firſeneſs and politencls 4 

to the Mind, which is to be attain'd no} pa 

& - other Way. | 'J Ru 

* But I have already faid ir, and 4 ſay it} of 

& again, that, if the Mind wants Penetration Ay 

F and Judgment , if Reaſon! is not advis'de} ha 

® with in all Things, if it. does not always+Þ foi 

h marc h: 


*F Part 1T. in. Books. 
y march ar: the head, if Imagination gets 
VF. 


t- 


enetration. 
ttF . A Man of 7, .who ſets forth thoſe 
S$- | Charms 'with ſo much Confkdence in all 
d | Companies whatſoever, may ſometimes 
4-4 ſurpriſe by a falſe Politencſs, which makes 
1] him skilfully diſguiſe his own Weaknefs 
$- | ro himſelf, and hide it from others ; bur 
we _—_— ic at laſt through all its Di - 
= | guifes; and the Remark I have ctten 
f. | made, that the Man of it is not a Wir 
e | at all times, nor before all forts of Per- 
y- | ſons, is enough of it ſelf to raiſe the 


| of it changes, as that of Cloaths in France. 


3 © 


have left us, than by the Habirs they Wore. 
F9* Their Puns, Equivocations, Sentences, and 
24 certain merry Tales which were the choi- 


04 part, are as mnch our of Faſhi#, as their 
Ruff and round Breeches. 


«1 Ages was for this ; and future Ages per- 


4 for us to be pleas d with it. % 


G 4 How 


» 
17 
b 


Þ © a 
' the ſtart, or does not conſult it,” all Deli- 


cacy is Vain, the Charms fallacious, and 
o” gan only pleaſe the Vulgar, and Men of no-* 


"Doubt, or take off the Mask. The Mode * 


FF Our ancient Authors do not ſeem leſs Fan-' 
"raſtical tro-us by ſome Pieces of Wir they © 


ceſt Produttions of their Wir, for the mOſts: 


So will the Wit* * 
tf} of our Time be changed as that of former- 


haps will be ſurpris'd, how 'twas pollible | 
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bh How can a Man of 7 affure himſelf of] 
>. Aa more happy Deſtiny, when hecan ſcarce 
promiſe himſelf a berter_ar prefent? If : 
mW Tik's here, he is diſliked elſewhere ; if ap-;# 
* plauded to day, "twill be own'd a. miſtake F 
” -1o0 morrow. As his whole Study is to |. 

pleaſe the Fancy, fo Men judge of it only 
by Caprice. He is bur flighted or extol- 
led; as the Blood is: more coagulated, or: 
rarched , more heated, or chilled: Men 
are the ſame in reſpe& of Wir, as of Co- 
lours. As the livelicſt Colours pleaſe them 
' at one time, the dulleſt at another ; ſo they 
are ſometimes for the lofty and ſublime, 
« and ſometimes for the plain and natural. As 
for what comesfrom a Man of Judgment, I - 
z” . find the World is not ſo changeabk, being | 
+=--,-as it were forced to efteem him, in any: 
þ State or Condition, tho' ſomewhat coldly, Þ. 


veryewell ſatisfi'd with the honour we pay i. 
ro Reaſon. 


+. | XX. : 

| © I make,ayou ſee, a great- difference be- 
= tween Reaſon, and Fancy. All the World 
& + talks of this, and would have it in Per-, 
& fcCtion, and no Man explains what it is. 
=” For ought I know, it may be one of thoſe 
2. Things we ſhould make more obſcure by 
LF « al- 


An Argument that the Imagination is not - 


wort IT. " 7n Books. 129 
- attempting to define it. If 1 may tell my 
Thoughts-of it, it ſcems to mea confus'd, 
but natural Sentiment of the Soul, ' whiclr 
4 moves independantly from its other Lights, 
This Sentiment is caus'd by the Conformi- = 
4 ty there is, between the Infagination or. ' 8 
the Senſes, and the ObjeRts offered unto 
them ; becauſe the Impreſſion the Objetts 
'make on the Bodies is naturally follow'd 
by Sentiments of the Soul, agreeable or. © 
diſagreeable,- according to the Confor. *! 
my between the Soul. -and thofe Ob | 


But -whatever is meant by Fancy, this 
we muſt agree in, that ir cannot be | cy - 
and right, any farther than.ir is conform- «4 
able to Reaſon, and follows it: Aofe ; nor ? 

'-Ccana Man be faid to have a goodFancy, S 
F ' bur when he loves nothing but what is"4 
+: True, Naturahand Juſt. Whatever is Falſe * 

4 or Confus'd, without either Clearnefs or 
- Reaſon, is Naughr, and ought to be fo 7} 
'elteem'd, if our Fancy be nor deprav'd. 7 
Bur *ris very ſcldom that Fancy whigqh-% 
{prings from the Diſpoſitions of the Body 
ubject to. fo many alterations, agrees with 
Reaſon which is always unitofm; 1 mean 
that confas'd Sentiments and a clear Under-* 
ſtanding ſhould hold together, Nor is it © 
a matter of Wonder that what proceeds * 

. ; 7 WP from 7 


6 1-JQ Of 174 DT* &c. Pare? 1 
| from Fancy, having a Dependancy on.the 7 
Body, ſhould be liable ro fo great alterati- 
ans, nothing bur Reaſon being Immutable }. 
of it ſelf | 1 
- In Effet, good Senſe which makes: us. Þ 
diſcourſe like -reafonable Men, --is*the:'Þ- 
> fame. that made the Ancients ſpeak ratio- - 
& nally. alſo... Humour, . Fancy, and Faſhi- - 
& ons: may change ; but Reaſon is the ſame © 
; .28:all. Ages, and knows no Viciſitude. \* 
We muſt therefore of neceility reliſh the 
” ancient: Aurbors, where®they write good- I* 
E..Senſe; we need not fear®Þeing diſapproved. 
” -by:thoſe who ſhall come Ke @ if we + 
= Write after the ſame-manner. 73 
»  . Every Thing that comes*trom a Man of 
& 7t is math more pleaſing, becauſe it moves - 
>. Men more lively, but.it does not pleaſe long. 
£-4A* Man: of Fudgment pleaſes not lo much, 
= becauſe he does not rouch ſg ſcnlibly, bur 
= thn he always pleaſes. © © = Th: 
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4. regulate our Conduct and Manners for the” 
F whole Courſe of our Lives, have conlider'd* 
- Mensrelatively to their different Stations ; - 
- either in themſclves, and as private Perſons; as 
J or in a Family, as making part” of-it- ; or” © * 
F in the State, as Members thereof. - They 
x. have conſider” d 'em, cither as living. pri- 


Tus Ancient Philoſophers who left” 


PAR I Ill. 
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Of WIT mn - hs Afairs of 1 
| the World.. 
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certain Mechods, h6w* we ought to 


'u ® 
« 
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vately, or rais'd to ſome Dignity ; . either” 
ſtadying their own proper Intereſt, and -* 
manzging their particular Aﬀairs, or inga-- 
ged in the Publick, and incruſt duwith Aﬀc:- 
fairs of State. For indeed thefe twyeOc--+ 
cupations-imploy the greateſt-part"of Man- © 
kind, .Of which two forts of: Imployment, -- : 
a--Hit in my Opinion 3s very little capable, + 
no-- 
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no more than of thoſe Inſtrutions that 


+ Force, ſince too conſtant application ta Bu-.Þ 
ſineſs tires them, and it is not in their 


"gaking Reflexions. Accuſtomed to paſs 
-— over every Thing flightly and without pe- Þ 
netration, their Tongues run before theis 


* 4 ; ; L 53.4 . F 
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might"be given him upon that SubjeR. 


'For the moſt- part thoſe who have the | 


Reputation of #rs in the World, Want # 
rwo Qualities which are abſolutely neceſ- © 
fary to make a compleat and able Man ; wiz. © 
Force and Liberty of Mind. They want 


Power to beſtow a fcrious Attention on JF 
what they are abont ; cithE the ſprightli- © 
nefs and fire of their Minds do's tranſport # 
them beyond the Boundgof Attention, or ! 
2 falſe notion of Delicacy makes them neg- Þ} 
k&ir. Theyalſo want Liberty of Mind, - 


or at leaſt are almoſt incapable of uſing it; 4. 


for being Haſty and Impatient, they judge F 
without examining, and decide wukhour 


Wit, and are eaſily prepoſſeſſed, becauſe 


they will not allow themſelves time to Con- * 
{idex. So that they have two Qualities dia- 


m«trically oppoſite tro Ability in Afﬀairs, 
that is, Wgpt 


| of Application and Raſhneſs, 
or Pxcjudice. | NR | 
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3 the other by roo little; and both che'one 24 


The natural Diſpofition of a Seupid'Man® ©: 
tho” very contrary to that of a Wis, renders 
$ a Man every jot as uncapable for the ma- 
" nagement of Aﬀairs, If the Thoughts of - 7 
3 the one are roo difſi —— 


ed, the other is,too ? 


flow.” , One ſpoils all by roo much Aﬀion, ..”! 


and.the other want Perſeverance. 
The Srupid (I mean one in the moſt. 
common S1gniheation, there being ſeveral __: 
forts of them as yell as of YV/is) is always © 
timorgus and cautious, dares neither un- 
+ dertake nordo any Thing ; not unlike Men +” 
_ that travel an unfrequented Road, who are +. 
goa of every Thing, becauſe they *,* 
ee nothing that, can gemove their Fearghuael 
$ _ He prefers Eaſe to Buſineſs, and is incap 
3 ble of any Employment, by Reaſon of rwa 
3 Defefts whichare natural to him, viz. In- a. 
3 activity and Diſtruſt.” | ki 
YerWl Things havetheir different Aﬀpe&t, = 
and nothing 1s fo exatly uniform, bur«® 
ſhews different Sides. Wetmuſt therefore = 
apply our ſelves to know them thoroughly, = 
before we pretend to judge of them. Which 2 
a V/it, and one that.is Stupid, either don't © 
do at all, or elſe do it ill. It ſeems therefore 
to be the peculiar Talcnt of a Man of Fudg= & 
= — wenty! 
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t, "who Alone Mi a ul Medium be- 


” ahinicr in this Aﬀair. On the one 
-Penetration improves his Strength .of 
Reaſon, and on the other Moderation pre- 
” Nerves to him its Liberty. Thus both re- 
_ ferv'g.and vigilant, he undertakes without 


- 


# 'V. 


- tyrns Things.on cvery Side, beholds them 
k. in every Part, and ſocarries along with him 
= two cſlential Diſpoſiti tions for -the Manage- 
; ment of Aﬀairs, viz. Application and Judg- 
'ment.. One is the Effect gf the Strength, 
; he other of the Liberty of his Mind ; which 
are as it were the general PerfeRions, from 
3 *7 his true Merit w holly conſiſts. - by 

Ws Bur this Charatteg is fo.oppoſite to rhat 
a Vi, that we never find them re-unt- 


+ is very dilferent from diving into thebot- 
” tom of them. To ſhew Sunlery an@Cun- 
> ning in rem gg is not unravelling 
2 and reſolving Aﬀairs. The Gift of diſcour- 
LES agrecably is Quite a different Talent 
+ from that of making judicious RefleQions. 
The Natural Diſpolitions.of the one make 
him uncapable ct thoſe Things- which: fic: 
_ prepare him-for. others.:. To Wn a- 

Man +: 


. 
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ween theſe two Extreams, worthily to ac- 


oy Ad. ol and goes on with Aſſurance. He . 


F whence all ;the other ſpring, and wherein 


Ed in one apd the ſame Perſo!:. Ty ralk - 
Fandittcrently and ſuperficially of 2!) Things,» 


__= 
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| Man of ſprightly IV it, the. Humours muſt.” mos. 
be brigk-and in Motion, and the Animal © - 


e> - 


Spirits full of Fire and Heat.' Whereas a. 


. 
-* : 
” 
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cold Blood with a greater Portion of 
Phlegm,. and 'a well regulated Courſe-of 
Animal Spirits, are proper for Men of goo, 
Senſe : Whoſe Character it is to-be quick- 


F fightedin their Deliberations, conſtant in * 7 
4- their Reſolutions; unſhaken in their Enter- 


prizes, well inform'd what Party they are 
to take upon all Qccafions, and cofiſequent- 
ly more cautiouMn their Choice. . 


The othess Character on the contrary, is. *** 


to be ſhort ſighted in their Views, prepoſ- 
ſe(s'd by their Deſigns, as Raſh ro reſolve, 
as IT ro execute. . How vaſt is the Dif- 
fere | 

$- other thoughtful'and judicious; One has a 
© ſharp. agreeable Wit, the other good ant 


1 ſolid. Which doubtleſs gave Occaſion to? _ 


a-great Politician of our Times to ſay af 


_ forPleaſure, and the other for Buſineſs. |. 


1. 6 


To what purpoſe ſhould we uſe Argu- 
nts, to prove the Truth of theſe Ditfe-. |- 


rences which i:xpericnce it ſelf makes ſo 


evident ?.” Tis >:r caiting our Eyes upon the. 


daily. Paſſagcs -mm che.. Commerce. 
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e!'One is brisk and lively, and the. 
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4 thieſe-rwo forts of Wit, that one was made*” #7 
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> World. * How many”Men are there that | tþ 
£ Samoa: rolerably acquit themſelves-in Con- fc 
©. -. verfation, who very cunningly wind them- It 
#-* ſelves out of a Buſineſs ? As dull and inſipid tf 
= as they are in Company, you will find tt 
Z- them-both ſharp and ſucceſsful in their En- h 
” . © terprizes. Theſe Men neither delight, nor at 
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FP -themſclves agreeable ; bur make a'Y ny 
& - © ſound Judgment of Things, and become $ h 
=” often uſcful and neceſſary. Quite contrary n 
=, to flaſhy. vaip its, who. are admir'd in f} ' a 


= - Converſation ; but are the worſt of Men Y a 
© in Buſineſs; all Fire and Life tg undertake, r 
but have little Condu@t to ſucceed. . y 
Let us not ſtop here, but inquire farther |}  f 
into the Matter. Do we owe the-wiſe,Ma- t 
© -', nagement-of Publick Aﬀairs co our MEn of {| #2 
Wit? Is it a quick Imagination, or good #Þ x 
"*$cnle and. Judgment that ſupports the 'F & 
= #Wecight of them ? 'Tis neither a vain Subs x 
K-, bo nar a pretended Delicacy, bur a found; $+ 1 
& © Capacicy and Solidiry»of Mind , "which + \ 
© makes us value thoſe Illuſtrious Men that : 
p— govern Stares, and Kingdoms. With Sub- \ 
L - mifflonco our its be it ſaid, 'tis not their \ 
# Deſtiny to be plac'd fo high. « R, 
XL LV. . 
= There are whole Nations born with ex- 4} {1 
2 cellent Diſpoſitions, that are as proper \ 
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& whole Body -they form, whoſe Members 
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 andby the Solidity of t 


| Reddy Pace, moſt commonly regular in 


.and ftrity united for the Publick 4 
- which isin reality their own. Thus a pris. * 


*"% 


in Aﬀairs of the FPorld. b 7 T3 


the Government of a” Stare, as neceſſary 3 
for the Eaſe of Men in a private Capggity.  : ll 
Inthoſe Nations-if Men be cold andflow, : x 
they: are but the more clear ſighted, and” © 
the wiſer for it. One would think Nature -- 3 
had ſtudied to caſt them a thicker Mould, 


eir Judgments to - 
mike them amends for the Politeneſs ſhe ----/ 
has denied them. If their Thoughts are. 2} 
not fine Ind lively, yet they gc wiſely 3 
and judiciouſly, they don't a ro make - 
an Oftentation of their Parts, ſo niuch as F 
ro be filent when "tis proper, and refle&'on 


what is before them. They keep an equal. 
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theig Aﬀions, reſerv'd in their Moti 


dent Simplicity raiſes them to true Great” 2} 


On theſs ſolid Foundations ftands the A | 


are united with ſo much Proportion, 'go« _ 
vern'd with ſo ,much Juſtneſs, kept up---* 
with ſo much Order and Precaution,«that 
they are ſcarce ever liable to thoſe fatal Di- 
pers which atgaſt deſtroy the moſt heal». 
in gveral ani TheGenius of the Nation #7 


in general animates this' Body, and makes 
all its Actions conſtant, regular, — I 
l _ form. 
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= torm. This Genius preſides in their Coun- 


b+, ſels, .ſupports the Weight of their Afﬀairs; aft 
” "and ffſolutely. carries on their Enterprizes W: 
0.the very laſt. | th 
_  Butirt muſt be allow'd, that if Nature has Þ 
been ſofavourable to thoſe Nations, ſhe has } di 
. nor been entirelyeunkind to others; and- a: 
"what ſhe has not bountifully beſtow'd %in 4 of 
+>, General, ſhe has however granted tro ſome 4} ir 
=  inParticular, Sqme DefeC&ts we re born | it 
 . With, properfas it were to the Country and la 
&—-- Climate we live in,” and' there are others, -- © 
= Which we contract, In the ſame maiiner, at 


there are both Natural and Acquir'd Quali- } 
ties. And as,” abfolutely ſpeaking, Men ki 
have very few good Qualities which they tc 
may not ſometimes loſe-; ſo they havevery . | V 
*  fewbadones but they may at one time or ©} 7 
- Other Correct. . - ER © | 

| Good Education, Civil Society, the Con-;" 
yegjation of the World, the Neceſſity off. 1 
=  *Atﬀairs, Ripeneſs .of Years, and above* all 
2 . the Uſe of Reaſon inthat Age, may make 
+ _ \great Alterations in the Migd, inany Place, 
of Cguntrey, © For indeed, Reaſon is con- 
> mon to all States, and Nations, *and if there: 
> be Climares, or happy Tegpperaments bet- 
& ter diſpoſed to follow ig than others, there 
are none ſo very Unfortunate, but wittkdue 
> Care may ſurmount thoſe Obſtagles.  * * 
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If ſome Men will nor allow this, but will "2, 
affirm that there are Invincible Obſtacles <A 
will pgevent their Obje&tion by. ownlng: 
theſe rwo before hand, viz. Stupidrtf* and=* +3 
' Wit, 'Tis not without Reaſon that Stupi- 


dity may ſeem Invincible in ſome Terps - 7 | 


a Stupid Man being fo very flow and dull” 
of Conception that he is incapable'of all” 4 
InſtguEions, and his HeMinels ſuch, that 4 
it Cannot be raiſed by any Counter bals-" 
lance. 
Bir if we ould as eafily ſee, without _ 
any other Reflexion, what the Defects of a - 
Wit are, I am Wwell-afſur:d 'we ſhould find: 
kim equally incurable. If there be no Way® 
to conquer the Heavinels of a. Stupid Man, 
+ What Means can be uſed to fix the Levity of * 
-2F97t? Education; ſuch as 'is commonly 
* beſtow'd; ierves only to Eountenance it." 
 Prid e natural*Source of this DefeR, 
+ do's Aways fide with, Imagination againlt + 
f- Reaſon, which is too weak, and too much." 
F ſuſpected ro be, regarded. The advantages 4 
F. of good Seple is neither perggived nor 2c,” 
; knowkiges A Man of irs 718 prepellets'd-. 
| by tris Talents and pretended good. Parts, 
F. whar then can we.expe& from him, if he-, 
4 be till Stubborn and Incra@able ? And how... 
4 can he.be otherwiſe ? Nay, 1 will make it; 
1 appear, chat: this Defeſt 'is ſo. much'the- + 
4 , _ more... 


F 


4 = +more *culiar to a Wit, as it is the efe& 


£ of -Pxeſumption, which is ſo natural to 
3 © bi.” | , 4 


—_ V 
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Tis pl receiv 'd Maxim amon Politicians, 


6 and that readineſs to follow other 
"Mens dl (Tr Quality no leſs commen- 

le, than Ability in giving good Counſel. 
And indeed where is the Genius, how {a- 
* Bacious ſoever he be;who fo orders his Steps 


fen the hazard of miſtaking himſelf, for 
want of asking the right Way, or raking a 
good Guide ? 

If any Man runsthis hazard, 'tis chiefl 
4 Your Witty Perſons. Forl ſee no Menl 


+3 ” 


ey Wpolc rake it. A famous Poly 
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ec 


þ aviled; anſe be will neither regard, nor obey, 
7nd cannot follqw the Precepts whiſſh are given 
. bim ; Which 1s exaCtly the Calcot a Wit. - 

The oor Opinion he has of his own 
= Judgment andKnowledge,makes 


others, and interpret.it a Weakneſs to ſub- 
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OE Screngh without Counſel deſtroys it 


- In the Aﬀeirs he manages; as not to run of-- 


is as a wv Wo ied iy Ga, —Gys bn et iy: = $3) 0 ns why 


2: able o ging good Advice, and wy 1 


furniſhes me with a Reaſon for it ; this b | 
of himſelf,(ays he,cennot be well ad- 
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ſcorn _ deſpiſe the Sentiments. of 
; miſo D_—_ He that takes Advice —_— | 


[_ 


+ fo -much. as to be fuſpeRed, of ſuffering 


4 his Deſigns at laſt prove ineffeual. 
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Part IN. # Affairs of the World. 14t -. J 
in ſome meaſure on him that gives it 7 but '*# 
' a Wit, who is animared and puftup by Pride, 4 
 affeRts an Indeffndency in all things: He 
looks on the Counſel which is given him, *# 
to be a kind of Tyranny exerciſed gvex the? 
Liberty of his Thoughts ; andfears not.- 'ng © 


- himſelf ro be guided by others. F þ 

With all his Preſumption, and that all- © *? 
ſufficient- Air he aſſumes, he is as forward - * 
to reprove others, as unfit to be reprov'd,.* 
' He talks with Confidence, decides with . 8 
Authoricy, promiſes good Succeſs, and © 
threatens bad, bur will not allow Reaſon to 
examine the Cauſes. Thustaking upon him - 


indiſcreetly to force other Mens Minds, all 


Men. love to do all things to theif. own 

Mind and Fancy. Therefore 'tis a great 
' F Arcto know 'how to give them good Ad- = 
'$ vige, and make 'emyreliſh ir, which few _ 7 
Men ie capable of. 1f we ſeriouſly on "2 
upon it, the Numher'vf thoſe who do not 


gr, is gufftcr than of thoſe who know 
how to correct thoſe that err. — 


4 Amongſt the other Imbecillitics of a Wit, * 
{. , one of the moſt conſiderable is, his Preſump-. 

1 tion of doing all Things by Force. * - bk: 

p- . quick - 
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& . quick and confus'd Sentiment, which har. ; 
++» *boyling Blood, and ſharp and agitated Ani- ! 


> ſame that nothing eſcapes his Underſtand- 


&"Cics, tis becalife.none can go further; if he / 


on, for the Strength and!Extent of rhe 
=. Mird, he allows all ro Opinion, which ſe- 

E. duces and leads him aſtray. Thar's the R 
# againſt which he ſplits, * Opinion is 
>, Rock of your Men of Wir. 


c 


- fels, ill contrived Enterpriſes, ' falſe Steps, * 


this Penetration and Infight is fo natural tb 
E the Mind, that we need” only let it att to 
” compaſs our Aim. The Mindin oneSenſec 
"8 oy weak and feeble, as well as the Body';, / 
9 th ſtand inneed of Nourtſhment,' _—_ 
_.” p =y C 
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| "-#Iing.. If he finds himſelf ar a frand, he fan. F 


4 miſtakes, *cis becauſe: any Manelſe would Wt 
{have miſtaken as well-as himſelf ; and ta- 
=-* king the Strengthand Extent of Imaginati- Þ 


*Tisthar falſe Light, which is the Cauſe of þ, 
all their Errors in Sciences, and of their 
bad Condu& in Aﬀairs. From thencecome 
ſo miny unuſual and extraordinary Coun- F 
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vain Projc&s, and in the concluſion of *all F 

ill Succeſs. - For *tiszan Error to ſuppoſe J 

” that with little Penetration we can*under- 
+ *take-many and great Phings, and follow | 

> therein our Qpinions, with lic or no lp- / 

* Gght.” Neither ſhould we imagine, ' that : 
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'F: be provided, either. wherewith t@ ſuppogt:-® 
'4 theigStrength, or to acquire- new when? pA 
2. watkof ir. Oyr Mind do's extend or con- \, * 
F7traR} as we-extend or contraCt it; Ard, 4 
 aspothing gives it a grearer Extent, thin 
F the good uſe we make of its Libarty and- 
"$ Judgment ; fo there isnoching that cohfings 7 
2 us more, than Infaguatton,  R afhnefs, 'and&# 
"F Prejudice. This naturally, Jeads us to Inap= "7 
 F. plication, and InapplicationFeed: our Pre- * 
judice, | Both concur-and atliſt. each other, 
F. to ſpoil and corfupt the Mind. Inapplica-- 
tn makes us judge ſuperficially of all 7 
| Things, and decide as careleily. Opinion RY. 
| is the occaſion weneycr apply our ſelves ro. 
F_- any Thing, fof ir ſcems to ſpare us that 
- Trouble. Wegrenor therefore ro wonder, 
” that the leaſt attentive, and moſt infatuated 
Minds} are always the weakeſt, 


VII. te - "8 

If Opinion be ſo dangerous a Diſtemper» 2 
ought we not then to have a due eſteem + 
for the Lilferty of the Mind, which is a 
Cure for t? And what can we think of® 
{uch as are deprived of it ? if a /;t wants 3 
ſtrength of- Reaſon, becauſe his Thoughts? 
are diffuſed, he has the more Occafidh for = 
Liþerty and Judgment, becauſe he is ro6 
apt to fall into Precipitation, "ff 
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+ Qualities of the Mind, .but alſo from the |; 
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©». This DefeR, which is one of the nioſt } qe 
© « conſiderable, in relation. to_Afﬀairs,, does 


_ not only derive its*Origin from the evil 


-- Corrupt Diſpoſitions of the Heart. -So that 
& if we ſhould allow a #7 tohave ſome Pe- |, 
# netration and, Judgment (which he often; |, 
E wants only for wang of Actention)- that- [fo 
& would not be ſufficient ; for the Hearr often 
+ fpoils what the Mind judicioully deſigns. 
There arife ſometimes from the, Hearr, 


ES” certain Paſſions which like a thick Vapour «|, 


. darken the cleareſt and pureſt Underſtan®  |;jx 


& ings; and we find certain Motions there, |; 


; 87 


which ſtrongly oppoſe the moſt regular jjsc 
proceedings of the. Mind. Which makes it: *]5F 
eaſie to conceive, that as the Mind, led by _ |g« 
the falfe Lights of an irregular Imagination, 
often makes us.err and go aftray ; Yo the-: [gy 
Heart, Curbed and-domineered by a fooliſhz, [v1 
Paſſion, do's no lefs contribute to lead-.us | 
our of the right Way. o 
The Mind has its Falfities and Illuſions, 
- and the Heart its Paſlions and Ihecillities ; 
E and, as they -are our two Guides in all our 
-- Actions, it fqllows that a good and uncor- Te 
-- rupted Heart is of as great a Conſequence 
and as neceſſary for us, as aſound and-un- |, 
Aiſturb'd Mind, S444 7 
I ſhall not hereinſiſt upon whatis ſo evi- [chi 
| dent 


f FPart IN. in Affairs of the World. 145 
ſt Jdent to all the World. The horrble Diſor- 
Ss jders the Corruption of Mens Hearts, and 
il Jthe Exorbitancy of. their Paſſions, occaſion - 
e ,ftin Governments, are- too well known ro 7 
at be denied. I ſhall only remark what is ro 
my Subje&, wiz. what  Genius's are, by 
\4their proper CharaCter, - more or-leſs free 23 
om thole Irregularities. " * 3 


. VIII. 


t. | There is ſo great a Conformity between 
Ir *|the Diſpoſition of the Mind, and that of 
E [the Heart, that for the moſt part they ſeem  * 
E: ſto meto follow each other. Afﬀalſe Mind _ 3 
tiscommonly attended with a vicious Hearr, 
If that yields to Imagination, Paſſion-ſoon' 5 
Y . [gets the Victory over this; and they never . * 
Ifail to communicate reciproGally ro each .; 
* other their good or evil Impreſſions.. From 
-\yyhence I conclude, that the quicker the © = 
Imginatioh is, the ſtronger the Paſſions 
are, and Reaſon the weaker ; affd that on - 
S, (the contrary the Paſſions argynever ſo calm 
'5 land the Mig ſo free, as when the Imagina- *- 
c fon is moſt ſubje@ ro ir, and in a good 
> [Temper. 2 
e | is being once granted, what ſort of 
- |Men muſt we allow to injoy the greateſt 
[Liberty of Miud; <cither thoſe who by 
, their natural Vanity abandon themſelyes = 3 

H the 4 


= 


the flights of their Imagination, and ſo are 
© - Yaves to their Paſſions ; or thoſe that by 
& their Mederation ſuppreſs the Impetuoſity 
+ -. of 'em by keeping their Imagination un- 
i. der? Which of the exwo are moſt likely: ra 
» bc miſtaken in their Judgment upon ſuch 
”  publick,or pxvate Concerns as they are, in- 
2 truſted with ? All the World agreegthatthe 
- effects of Paſſions and Imagination are al- 


: £F 
: , ” 


We .muſt therefore allow that 'our gay 
&. ſparkling //ts, whoſe Paſlionsare undoubr- 
Fz cdly more animated than the others, are 
7 cſs capable of the ,wiſe management of 
- Aﬀairs, which is the effect of Prudence and 
good Senſe only. 
The Paſlions, as another very judicious 
Authar, has remarked, are not only excited 
© by the Objects, bur likewiſe by the Opini- 


ens,- is for the moſt part only ſuch as we 
4magine it ; which is the Reaſon why a 
Man thinks Wmlelf. very unkgppy, with 
a. rbat which wou'd- make the Happineſs of 
© another. 'Tis Imagination for the,moſt 
” part which gives a form to Things, that 
E. "diminiſhes, or augments, that leſſens, or ers 
© * avalue on them; and the moſt frequent 
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=. ways Enemics to Reaſon and good Senſe, | 


ons we are prepofleſigd wich. The truthis,] ; 
-,- what we call our Bleflings, or our AfﬀiQi-| 


:Motions of the Pallions are only the conſe. 
quences 


| Part 1H. i# Affairs of-the World. 037 7 


\ ed with Clouds and Darkneſs, which de": 


. another fort of Men, whom a leſs nice an&* 3 


; Imagination is leſs heated, conſequently; 
their Hearts ought to be leſs agirated, and* 


quences of a ſenſible , Application of thie .® 
Soul co- thoſe Impreſſions and Figurts FE 
which are made in the Brain. Thofe Met © 
therefore who- have their Brain fulleſt of * 
theſe Images, muſt be moſt taken up with © | 
them;z--and by a neczllary conſequence” . 
moſt moved and concerned Their Paſlioh 8 
is their Reafoa , and Imagination their "*X 
Guide. So that their Minds are ſufroundt 


priye them of the Liberty of their- Judy N 
ments. | s 


I X:. 
We muſt needs have a better Opinion of 7 3 


delicate Conſtitution of the Brain, and aniz 
mal Spirits lefs quick and lefs in motion, - 
make colder and more reſerved. As theif - % 


3 


their Minds freer. 

The Violence of the Paſſions is every,.. 
where feltg but they do not domineer in all# 
Perſons with the fame Power. A nid 
flaſhy Wit may: be carry'd away by the 
Strength of Paſſion, againſt which one of ® 
a reſerved folid Judgment would make art 
eaſie Reſiſtance : Who not being ſo ſenfibly*% 
rouched* by«the Impreſſion of the _y— 4 


and leſs ſubje& ro the Surpriſes of Imagi- 
nation, ( two infallible Cauſes of the Emo- 


reaſoning. 
. * I ſpeak of Paſſions, as- I have done of 


».. Imagination, and: blame the Exceſs only, 


&® We ſhould regulate but not deſtroy them ; 

for-aMan without Patlions is a meer Chi- 
= mera. Imagination hasits Uſe, and Graces ; 
=> the Paſſions in the ſame manner have hg 
DU and Advantages. Bur like the beſt 
- Things, they become dangerous by the ill 
> application we make of them: They trou-- 
= ble, cranſport, and corrupt the Heart ; they. 
blind, diſorder, and debauch the Mird a 


. 

; 
. 

<4 
- . 
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2 give '*em t00'much ſcope ; for a Man who 
E 43s not intirely Maſter of himſelf, ſutfers. 


, has preſcribed tothem. 


I give Laws to Man (*ris that which makes 


a7 


heir Orders from Reaſon , and execute 
Fhem, which often makes them neceſlary, 

= There is as much Action and Motion re- 
= quired for the Execution of an Enterpriſe, 


on.. The Heart. and the Mind ſhare equal- 
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rion of the Soul) muſt needs both enjoy a- 
greater Tranquility and be capable of better 


thouſand ways ; but 'tis only becauſe we * 


\ them to vaſs thoſe Bounds which Nature / 
4. — The Paſſions oughr not to. govern, and” 


& *em odious) but they oughtgto receive | 


” as Leiſure and Prudence for the Deliberati- ] 


b.]. 
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| for we can do very little without theny, -_ 


"| Which perhaps made a grear- P dlician tap. 0 


; te bs 
| not alcer his Meatures. We muſt theretore 


ly- in the Glory of our nobleſt Actions. 
The Min& begins and conceives them, by 
its Underſtanding : . the Hea  profecutes-* 
and finiſhes them, by its Motion. The Mind” 7 
has the Credit of the Defign,- and the'* 73 
Heart that of the Succeſs. k: "4 W 
Succeſs, ſays Seneca, is not under the Ju- * 3 
riſdicdhen of- the Wile. We:-undertake 7 
and Fortune. gives Succeſs. Bur Forture Þ 
loves Action and Motion ; and this we. 
aifhy'y ſee in Young People, Whom ir fa- 
vours more than others, by reaſoh of their 
Briskneſs and Vivacity, and becauſe they * 
have more Conhdence'than Wiſdom. Tis * * 
therefore 'in ſome meaſure- necttary that” 
the Heart, and Paſſionsſhon'd ge concern'sd ; +.Þ 


+ 

7 * ai 
= 
AT 


$] 


how excellent ſoever our Genius is; ard ** 3 
ſometimes all we do proceeds from-theny, 


'that one had better be Tmperuousthan Cir- 
.camſpe&:Bur he tells-us witfiakthar it is nor * 
always the ſurcſt Way-; for, fays he, Few 3 
tune is inconftant, and often abandons the _* 
Man whom-ſhe ſeerus melt ro favour, the' 
[never ſo bold and-aftive. The Reaſon he 
gives for it- is excellent ; Fortune” Changes * 3 
according to the Times, but the Man dors#* & 


i | _H 3, " 0g} 4 


t& 
*V:2 


- 
: w 
4»#S :. - 
AILEY 
P 


Far the Mind-with the.motions of the 
= Soul; abd follow his Opinion, -who to ſuc, 
> cced in his Undertakings; neither required 
> ' Merit, norExtraordinary Fortune, bur only 
Wt es  & 4 
& + - F applaud the Paſſions in thoſe the 
 only.agitate, but I blame them in tho: 
tBey:diforder.. And becauſe they may be 
V 


more or 18 moderated, according wiithe 
Diſpoſitions of thoſe they animate, we'need 
not> fear to own, that certain Cold and: re- 
ſerved Men (1 mean cold withour being 
* weak, referv'd withoutbeing heavy ) may. 
make a good Uſe of them, moderate their 
Violence, withſtand their Efforts, and-foÞ 
preſerve their Liberry and Judgment, which} 


for the management of Aﬀairs.. 

"*Tis-the Unhappineſs of Mankind: ſay. 
a.certain Polit74an, that it- is hard to avoid 
one InconveniMce- withour. falling intc 
another... From whence he concludes, that 
Prudence requires we ſhould: know. the 
nature of. Inconveniencies ,.. and alwa 
chuſe the leaſt. Bur how. can we know 
them, if the Mind is. nag-enough at liberty 
ro.diſcover.them 2: 
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are the chief ingredients to qualiftie a Man; 
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- 1cannor ſer off theexcelleney of this af: 
mirable Quality, mean. the Liberty'ofthe© 
Mind, ny way ſo well as-by -remarking* 
that all Kingdoms have their pgrticulatr'* 
Laws, all Arts-their Rules, -and :all Sci 

_ their Principles, to-which all  rhar'd S 
on them is"brought rogerher astofts Cen-" 
- rer. But Politicksis the only Science that 3 
has nothing .conſtant in _its-Maxims, no- + 
thing . uniform in its-Rules, nor well 2 
__ in its- Principles. As it wholly. 
pends on the difference of Times” and: 
re-} Conjunctures, - it: contradicts it (elf in it 
ng] Principles, as-often as the face of Aﬀairs/-7 
a changes: So--that its beſt Foundation is -% 
cir} the Prudence and- Ability of thoſe that- 2 
fo cultivate it ; who governing themſelves nor a 
chi} fo much by its Maxims, as -by:the change=% 
nf of Times, and preſent circumſtances of 7 
- Things; make-uſe of Rules ſuitable ro. 

ay Afﬀairs, rather than manage Aﬀairsaccord-.% 
01d) ing to Rule. . m. 
nec Experience authorizes this ConduR, and# 
hats” we often fixid that rwo Perſons have ghe 
th fame Succeſs with different Merhods, and©: 


ayd two others uſe. the ſame Mcthod: for the- ® 

OV Jaw" ſame Thing. wkh a quite contary Suc=-% 

x15 cefs. Of two that go the fame Way, and® 
ſteer the ſame Cou # . one ſhallcome homes 
fafe,. andthe ocher-not ; which ha 
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- from the diverſity of Times, and: Conjun- 

- Cures, Therſor a wiſe and diſcreet Man 

> ſuics his ConduCt to. Timemand Aﬀeirs; ac- | 

F cording ro the Saying of Tacitus, More ac> 

” commodari, prout condgges, - > 

= "Tis obfervable,:that-no- Writings © are 

& more expos'd to Cenfure, than thoſe of Po- 

& lititians, becauſe none ſoillgfounded. But 

the Man that will the moſt ſeverely cenſure 

& *em, muſt expect to meet with other Cri- 

»- ticks who will condemn his Cenſare, ſo ar- 

” - bitrary are their Deciſions. And tho' wich © * 

= eregard only to the Principles, of Polititians, 

”. Welhould own more Solidity in them than 

= : others, yet if afterwards we deſcend from 

. generals to particulars, the numerous Dit--. ; 

ficulcies of the praCtical Part will-but tos 
1 


a well prove the Inſufficiency of their Rules. 
E& Nothing bnt a ſolid extenſive Judgment « 
- can conquer theſe Difficulties ; As for Wit -. 
£ and Delicagy of Fancy, they f1gnifie little 
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Or + ney | | 

F Whartl ſay of Pditichs in general, which | 
- concerns Kingdoms. and- Republicks, is to be 
 aÞþly'd'to Policicks in particular, which 
” concerns all Mankind ; for every Man has 
” one of his-own making, as well as his In- 
E tereſt. If we - do but obſerve-'ir,-we ſhall + 
= always find more than- one Way to com- 

E paſs our. Ends,. nor is. there--apy, general 
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"Parr HIT: is Afairs"of the World. wyg* © 
Rule for chuſing which we-ought to take... 5 


| | Reaſon Abne, if we will conſult it, Can /purt + 
' | us-into the beſt: Method. 
. 


X 1. 


' Should I attempt here to deſcend into. '- 
the particulars of all Mens Aftions,and more” 
eſpecially the Proceedings of oar Wits; to 
] thew the Vanity of their ns, and Irre- 

gularity of their -Condud@ in their Manage- 
ment of Afﬀairs, I ſhould ſoon confound'my 
1 ſelf with _ a of Matter as would 
carry me farther than I purpoſe ro go. I 
ſhall * therefore content _ (af, of F- 
- make an end; to obſerve but one of rhoſe 
] Ways our Men of VVit for the moſt part 
4 take to raiſe themſelves in the World, which _ 7 
| is to get themſelves as near as they can to + © 
I great Men-and Princes. 
.} Iknow that all the World facrifices to. _ 
| Fortune, and that every one endeavours to 2 
| make himſelf Happy. . And'as ſome place  : 
their Happineſs in one Thing, others in ano= 
ther, according to the different Turn their , 3 
Imagination gives to the Ideas they have of *- - * 
he Objects of their Paſſion, ſo ic happens-. 
J that Men take as many different Ways, as+ © 
4they Imagine Means ro make themſelves 3 
Happy." All Mn do not take the ſame Me- 
thods, but every one takes what he _ 
. mMmoir. -* 
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- moſt proper for his Deſign, The moſt odd! 
- and, Fantaſtical; in my ;Opiniof# is that | Or 
- which Preſumption ſuggeſts ro fome Men, | po 
» I mean to make themſelves known in the] Tr 
y- Courts of Princes, and; boldly paſs among | 
+. the great. Men for: extraordinary Perſons. | Fe 
As they-vainly flatter themſclves-that their | w3 
not being known, is the only Reafon, why ] 
they are not diſtinguiſh'd; they. think of | Fo 
. nothing bur ſhewing themſelves, and fools | ye; 
iſhly believe that this is all they have co-do, | fte 
The ordinary Ways. by which every one | hit 
ought torfeak an Eſtablithment moſt ſuitable | Cc 
for himſelf according to his Birth, and na- | th; 
tural or acquir'd Qualities, for the Good | fot 
of - the Government he lives under,. or his | pn 
- .- own. proper*Afﬀairs,are abſolutely unknown | his 
- to Our Mer of VVit, who believing them- | ar 
ſelves to be extraordinary Men, think they | Str 
muſtgake extraordinary Methods ; aud are | ani 
E . fo vain ypon their pretended Merit as to] is 1 
= flatter themſelves, that a Prince will break} ble 
W his uſual Rult+ co raiſe and diſtinguiſh them 
 - from the Crowd: - 


There is ſcarce a Y/:t but thinks and 
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worthy of being a Prince's Fawourite, 4 
the principal Objet of his Countenance. 
On this Foundation, his. Pride makes him 1 
” pretend to every Thing Honours, Favour, Þ'w: 
”. Recompences, . all- is due to him. - A few De 
gingling 


| 


Part IH. i Aﬀairs the World. 155 7 
d] gingling Verſes, an inſignificant Book, an 
it | Oration ecither-written or pronounced, a © 
z pompous Epiſtle at the Head of a wretched . -; 
Tranſlation, are-ſo man Hige tees 6, 4 
his Opinion ought,uto ſpeak highly in his 
mo and givehim a juſt Title to Re- SY 
ir] wards, which are dus only to true Merit, © '* 

But in-ſhort, if he -is diffatisfied with his 
Forrune, and his Hopes prove vain, he ne- 
ver fails of blaming the King and his Mini= = 
. | ters for all the Diſgrace and Trouble which © 
his own-ambitious Negligence, and Fooliſh 
Confidence- have brought upon- him. In 
thac he ſupports. very well his Charater 3 
for 'tis:by the ſame Spirit of Preſumption , 
only that he applauds himſclf in- ſecrer for * © 
his pretended: Qualifications, and murmurs © 
ar his Diſgraces. Thus. wanting both 
Strength and Liberty of Mind, SErgied 
re | and ſtubborn, and as uſclefs ro himſelf as he 
_n is to others, there is no Man more incapa- 
ble gf Buſineſs. = 
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*Tis now time tro put an end to this 
Work, which has inſenſibly increas'd under 
Ce.y my Hand much more than I expe&ted, tho' 
1M4 I have endeayour'd to ſay nothing bur what 
ur,{'was abſolutely neceſlary, ro accompliſh 4 
eW] Deſign, I was willing to ſhow the World 3 
ng what 2 


7. 
3 . 


£8 
Nw 


» 
= 


SCLAT = 7 ſe we. Call 


=. appear; ' but. above all the Afar of bg 


| © wrndbne | in Aﬀairs. 1 n<ed fay no more; 
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whom I have the moſt narrowly obſerved, 
* y_ the moſt artificial, and rh& moſt ro: 
Ser feared. TI have made it appcar how. Infi- 
I he is in his Converſation, how Vain and 
rhcial in his Writings, how Rath'and 


to prove:that: the Fudgment is. only citima+ 
ble; and that V7 is Falſe and deccitful in 
"every reſpect. 
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